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ANNUAL  
 

of 
 

The Baptist Convention  
of New Mexico  

PO Box 94485, Albuquerque 87199  

5325 Wyoming NE, Albuquerque 87109  
505.924.2300  

Fax: 505.924.2349  

www.bcnm.com  
 

Sandia Baptist Church of Albuquerque 
October 24-25, 2023 

 

OFFICERS OF THE CONVENTION  
 

President Lamar Morin, Albuquerque Hoffmantown 
First Vice President Stephen Baum, Albuquerque First West 
Second Vice President Al Carroll, Bernalillo First 
Recording Secretary Nancy Faucett, BCNM 
Assistant Recording Secretary Kim Treece, BCNM 
Parlamentarían Steve Long, Los Lunas First 

 
2024 meeting to be held 

October 22-23 
Restoration Church 

Clovis 
 

Preacher of Annual Sermon Stephen Soto, Farmington Generation 
Alternate Larry Evans, Cloudcroft First 

2025 Meeting 
October 21-22 Las Cruces First 

2026 Meeting 
October 20-21 Albuquerque Eastern Hills 
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TOP CHURCHES IN 

TOTAL NUMBER OF BAPTISMS IN 20 23*  

 Church    Membership Baptisms 

1. Albuquerque Sagebrush 8,000 1,384  

2. Las Cruces First 1,743 53 
2. Las Cruces Real Life 672 53 

2. Aztec First 547 53 

3. Las Cruces Dona Ana Cowboy 125 48 

4. Bloomfield First 810 39 

5. Milan Immanuel 130 23 

6. Hobbs Taylor Memorial 399 22 

7. Santa Fe Eldorado 90 18 

7. Lordsburg First 101 18 

7. Clovis Central 1,122 18 

 

TOP CHURCHES IN 

COOPERATIVE PROGRAM GIFTS IN 2023 **  

 Church    Membership Total CP 

1. Clovis Central 1,122 $188,907 

2. Carlsbad First 810 $147,727 

3. Bloomfield First 810 $129,048 

4. Hobbs Taylor Memorial 399 $115,000 

5. Artesia First 920 $106,333 

6. Albuquerque Eastern Hills 1164 $104,446 

7. Albuquerque Sandia 418 $102,978 

8. Alamogordo Bethel 996 $96,884 

9. Farmington Emmanuel 347 $93,920 

10. Las Cruces First 1,743 $83,333 
 

TOP CHURCHES IN 

PER CAPITA COOPERATIVE PROGRAM GIFTS IN 202 3**  

 Church    Membership Total Per Cap. 

1. La Plata Valley 10 $786.01 

2. Farmington Generation 6 $703.33 

3. Carlsbad Getsemani Primera 1 $400.00 

4. Estancia First 101 $389.96 

5.  Belen Sierra Vista 30 $369.00 

6. Carrizozo First 51 $360.90 

7. Albuquerque Restore 26 $346.92 

8. Eagle Nest 20 $343.55 
9. Hobbs First 77 $338.12 

10. Farmington First 128 $316.02 
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TOP CHURCHES IN 

STATE MISSIONS OFFERING GIFTS IN 2023**  

 Church Membership Total MNM  

1. Clovis Central 1,122 $51,361 

2. Roswell Bethel 130 $18,689 

3. Albuquerque Hoffmantown 927 $15,000 

4. Albuquerque Eastern Hills 1,164 $14,386 

5. Carlsbad First 810 $11,244 

6. Artesia First 920 $11,140 

7. Farmington Emmanuel 347 $10,859 

8. Santa Fe First 682 $10,514 
9. Gallup First 1,015 $10,479 

10. Clovis Sandia 807 $9,083 

  

 

TOP CHURCHES IN 

PER CAPITA MISSION NEW MEXICO GIFTS IN 2023**  

 Church Membership Total Per 

 Capita MNM  

1. Vaughn First 8 $218.75 

2. La Plata Valley 10 $207.89 

3. Red River First 46 $181.74 

4. Roswell Bethel 130 $143.76 

5. Santa Rosa First 33 $89.63 

6. Carlsbad Garden Street 19 $88.16 

7. Albuquerque Monterey 90 $86.52 

8. Causey 16 $68.75 

9. Glenwood 8 $62.50 

10. Melrose First 156 $53.48 

 
* Statistics compiled from 2023 Annual Church Profile 

** Statistics compiled from receipts received at BCNM office January 1, 2023-

December 31, 2023 
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¶ Staff Directory  

¶ State Mission  Board Members  
¶ State Appointed /Elected Committees  
¶ Articles of Incorporation/Bylaws  

¶ Minutes of Annual Meeting  
¶ Minutes of State Mission  Board  

¶ Annual Staff Reports  
¶ Budget  
¶ Audit Report  
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DIRECTORY OF 
STATE WORKERS 

 
All e-mail addresses for BCNM staff are the first initial and last name @bcnm.com 
except for Katy Parker who is katyp@bcnm.com. (Example: sballew@bcnm.com) 
 
Executive Team 
Steve Ballew, Lead Missionary/Executive Director 505-924-2325 
Gerald Farley, Business Administrator 505-924-2310 
Elizabeth Keller, Accountant 505-924-2343 
Nancy L. Faucett, Ministry Assistant 505-924-2325 
Toni Warner, Ministry Assistant 505-924-2334 
Kim Nickell, Ministry Assistant 505-924-2310 
  
Information Services Team 505-924-2311 
Kevin Parker, Team Leader 505-924-2311 
 Editor, Baptist New Mexican 
Content Manager 505-924-2325 
Brittany, Barrett, Ministry Assistant 505-924-2311 
Johanna Nelson, Staff Content Writer 505-924-2326 
 
EVANGELISM/DISCIPLESHIP TEAM 505-924-2314 
Tar Henderson, Team Leader 
     Rural/Smaller Church Membership 505-924-2314 
Rick Brittain, Northern NM Regional Missionary 505-553-0922 
Luis Olmos, Southwest NM Regional Missionary 505-508-6907 
Cheryl Vaughn, Ministry Assistant 505-924-2314 
  
Collegiate Team:  
David Englehart, Director 575-522-7370 
Lisa Butler, Ministry Assistant 575-522-7370 
FAX: 575-522-1705 davide@bcnm.com 
  
Eastern New Mexico University 
Box 2005 ENMU, Portales 88130 575-356-4252 
Dag Sewell, Campus Minister dags@bcnm.com 
  
New Mexico Highlands University 
PO Box 3304, Las Vegas 87701 575-425-7326 
Jonathan Bull, Director jbull@bcnm.com 
  
New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology 
PO Box 1126, Socorro 87801 575-343-0546 
Garrett White, Director glwhite555@gmail.com 
 
New Mexico Junior College/College of the Southwest 
5512 Lovington Hwy., Hobbs 88240 575-392-4456 
Gage Kenney, Campus Minister gage.m.kenney@gmail.com 
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New Mexico State University 
1313 E. University Ave., Las Cruces 88001 575-522-7370 
David E. Englehart, Campus Minister davide@bcnm.com 
  
San Juan College 
211 W. 20th, Farmington 87401 505-635-7607 
Randi Lash, Campus Minister rlash@bcnm.com 
  
University of New Mexico 
401 University NE, Albuquerque 87106 505-243-5401 
Jay Leibold, Campus Minister jleibold@bcnm.com 
  
Western New Mexico University 
909 W. College, Silver City 88061 575-635-2019 
Thomas White, Campus Minister twhite@bcnm.com 

      
LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT TEAM 505-924-2313 
Team Leader 505-924-2316 
       Student Leadership Development/Evangelism 505-924-2336 
Katy Parker, Childrenôs/Womenôs Ministry Strategist 505-924-2316 
Yolanda Montoya, Ministry Assistant 505-924-2316 
Clay Pope, Manager, Inlow Baptist Camp 505-910-0371 
Benney Tapia, Manager, Sivells Baptist Camp 575-687-3538 

 
MISSIONS MOBILIZATION TEAM 505-924-2315 
Matt Thackerson, Team Leader 505-924-2315 
Diana Longoria, Ministry Assistant 505-924-2315 
Ed Greene, Disaster Relief Director 505-553-6089 
Melissa Lamb, WMU Director 575-760-1561 
  
PEOPLE GROUPS TEAM 505-924-2315 
Ricardo Rivera, State Hispanic Strategist 505-924-2337 
Mario Navarro, Southern Region Hispanic Strategist 575-551-2268 
Daniel Clymer, State Native American Strategist 505-269-3103 
Cristina Rocha, Ministry Assistant 505-924-2315 
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STATE MISSION BOARD 

Baptist Convention of New Mexico 

2024 

Chairman ......................................................................................................Reed Redus 
Vice Chairman ............................................................................................ Carlos Tapia 
Secretary .................................................................................................. Nancy Faucett 
Executive Director ...................................................................................... Steve Ballew 
President of the Convention.......................................................................Stephen Baum 

 6400 Golf Course Rd. NW, Albuquerque 87120; 505-899-3665 
 

ONE-YEAR TERM ï EXPIRES OCTOBER 2024 

 
Ben Campbell PO Box 656, Raton 87740 Northeastern Association 
Matt Celoria 1316 Scenic, Alamogordo 88310 Mountain Valley Association 
Cheston Fair PO Box 212, Elida 88116 Tri-Area Association 
Reed Redus 1605 Old Pecos Trail, Santa Fe 87505 Sangre de Cristo Association 

Salvador Rodriguez 3817 Barcelona Pl. SW, Albuquerque 87121 Central Association 
Todd Sullens 270 Country Club Rd., Ruidoso 88345 Mt. Valley Association 
Dean Turvaville 940 Curran Dr., Clovis 88101 Tri-Area Association 
Kevin Waldrop 923 W. Iron Ave., Hobbs 88240 Southeastern Association  

 

TWO-YEAR TERM - EXPIRES OCTOBER 2025 

 
Jim Bayne PO Box 1549 Pena Blanca 87041 Sangre de Cristo Association 
Cal Blackwell PO Box 24, Tierra Amarillo 87575 San Juan Association 

Duane Gray PO Box 785, Hurley 88043 Southwestern Association 
Manny Longoria 812 Fruit Ave. NW, Albuquerque 87102 Central Association 
Rob McIntosh PO Box 1498, Church Rock 87311 Western Association 
Jim Pratt 6521 Gadwell, Las Cruces 88012 Rio Grande Association 
Rusty Stewart PO Box 102, Quemado 87829 Mountain Association 
Carlos Tapia PO Box 298, Grants 87020 Western Association 
Troy Tudor 4201 N. Sonoma Ranch Blvd., Las Cruces 88011 RG Association 
Mark Whittington 923 S. Hawthorne, Tucumcari 88041 Tri-Area Association  

 

THREE-YEAR TERM - EXPIRES OCTOBER 2026 

 
Eunice Begay 1010 Ridgeway Pl., Farmington 87401 San Juan Association 
Mark Christesson 1805 Westridge Rd., Carlsbad 88220 Pecos Valley Association 
Pete Crook 2420 N. Garden St., Roswell 88201 Pecos Valley Association 
Juanita Fierro  Pecos Valley Association 
Nelda Francis PO Box 975, Las Vegas 87701 Northeastern Association 

Graciela Guel 4917 Cutting Ave. NW, Albq. 87114 Central Association 
Stephanie Guerrero 312 Horner, Belen 87002 Central Association 
Ira Pinkston 5800 Montgomery Blvd. NE, Albq. 87109 Central Association 
Luis Rios PO Box 1915, Las Cruces 88004 Rio Grande Association 
Susie Teeters PO Box 1193, Eunice 88231 Southeastern Association 
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STATE MISSION BOARD 
Team Committees 

2024 

President Stephen Baum sbaum@fbcwa.org 
Chairman Reed Redus reed@fbcsantafe.com 

 
EDT ï Evangelism/Discipleship Team  
Troy Tudor, Chair. troyt@fbclascruces.com 
Jim Bayne jwbayne@gmail.com 
Eunice Begay sanjuanbaptist@gmail.com 
Ben Campbell ben@fbcraton.org 
Susie Teeters susieteeters59@gmail.com 
 

IST ïInformation Services Team  
Carlos Tapia, Chair. cargtapia@aol.com 
Luis Rios riomol@msn.com 
Rusty Stewart r.p.rstewart@gmail.com 
Kevin Waldrop kevinwaldrop@sbcglobal.net 
 
LDT ï Leadership Development Team  

Todd Sullens, Chair toddsullens@gmail.com 
Matt Celoria matt@bethelnm.org 

Cheston Fair chestonfair@gmail.com 
Nelda Francis Nelda_f@hotmail.com 
Stephanie Guerrero warriorranch@yahoo.com 
Mark Whittington mewhittington1955@msn.com 
 

MMT ï Missions Mobilization Team  

Manny Longoria, Chr pastormannyfbbc@outlook.com 
Cal Blackwell calblackwell@yahoo.com 

Mark Christesson mcirclec@yahoo.com 
Graciela Guel hopeguel@yahoo.com 
Ira Pinkston ira@dnbc.org 
Jim Pratt jwlpratt@gmail.com 
 
PGT ï People Groups Team  

Pete Crook, Chair pastor.bethelroswell@gmail.com 
Juanita Fierro fierrojuanita@yahoo.com 

Rob McIntosh rmcintosh007@gmail.com 
Salvador Rodriguez sbrodri@sandia.gov 
Dean Turvaville dean.turvaville@gmail.com 
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State Mission Board Committees 

2024 continued 

 
Special Committees 

 

Policy and Personnel  
Steve Ballew, Staff Advisor 
Stephen Baum, Chairman 

Reed Redus, Ex-Officio 

Susie Teeters (EDT) 
(IST) 
Cheston Fair (LDT) 
Jim Pratt (MMT) 
Dean Turvaville (PGT) 
 
Property and Finance  
Gerald Farley, Staff Advisor 
Reed Redus, Chairman 

Stephen Baum, Ex-Officio 

Troy Tudor (EDT) 
Carlos Tapia (IST) 
Todd Sullens (LDT) 

Manny Longoria (MMT) 
Pete Crook (PGT) 
 
Nominating Committee  

Ira Pinkston, Chairman 
Cal Blackwell 
Ben Campbell 
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PASTOR/LAYMENôS  
CONFERENCE PRESIDENT 

 

Chris Promersberger, PO Box 2338, Edgewood 87015; 505-281-5566  
 

CHRISTIAN LIFE COMMITTEE 
2024 

  
One-Year Term ï Expires October 2024 

 
Jim Fry 301 E. Snyder St., Hobbs 88240 575-393-7183 
David Guerrero 115 S. 4th St., Belen, 88002 505-864-8621 
 

Two-Year Term ï Expires October 2025 
 

Skip Hemperley 18 Calle Maria North, Santa Fe 87508 505-695-5595 
Jerry Walker PO Box 1810, Aztec 87410 505-327-2151  
 

Three-Year Term ï Expires October 2026 
 

Stephen Baum 6400 Gold Course Rd. NW, Albq. 87120 505-899-0665 
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

Elected at 2023 Convention to serve in 2024: 
  

Phillip Smith, Chairman, Portales First 
Chris Costorena, Santa Fe First 
Stephen Soto, Farmington Generation 
Debbie Strong, Portales Emmanuel 
Jessica Randleman, Los Alamos First 

ORDER OF BUSINESS COMMITTEE 

Elected at 2023 Convention to serve in 2024: 
  
Stephen Baum, President/Chairman 
Brian Arnold, Portales First 
Jordan Clark, Espanola Word 
Ty Houghtaling, Artesia First 
Mely Ron, Hobbs Celebracion Cristiana 
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ARTICLES of INCORPORATION  
of 

THE BAPTIST CONVENTION OF NEW MEXICO  

(As Amended October 27, 1999) 

  
Pursuant to the provisions of Section 53-8-37 NMSA 1978 of the Nonprofit Corporation 
Act the undersigned Corporation adopts the following Articles of Amendment to its 
Articles of Incorporation: 
  
1. The name of the Corporation is The Baptist Convention of New Mexico. 

  
2. The following amendment to the Articles of Incorporation was adopted by the 
Corporation on the 27th day of October, 1999, in the manner prescribed by the New Mexico 
Nonprofit Corporation Act: 
  
The present Articles of Incorporation as amended are deleted in their entirety and the 
following Articles of Incorporation are substituted in their place: 
  

ARTICLE ONE: Name. The name of the Corporation is The Baptist Convention of New 
Mexico. 
  
ARTICLE TWO: Duration. The period of its duration is perpetual. 
  
ARTICLE THREE: Purpose. The purposes for which the Corporation is organized are 
purely religious. These purposes include missionary, educational and charitable purposes, 
the carrying on of missionary work, the support of public worship and the spread of the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ throughout the world, and the education, training and enlistment of 
the people and ministering to the needs of the sick, helpless, aged or infirm. 
  
ARTICLE FOUR: Charitable Nature. No part of the net earnings of the Corporation shall 
inure to the benefit of, or be distributable to its members, trustees, officers, or other private 
persons, except that the Corporation shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable 
compensation for services rendered and to make payments and distributions in furtherance 
of the purposes set forth herein. No substantial part of the activities of the Corporation shall 
be the carrying on of propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, and the 

Corporation shall not participate in, or intervene in (including the publishing or distribution 
of statements) any political campaign on behalf of or in opposition to any candidate for 
public office. Notwithstanding any other provision of these Articles, the Corporation shall 
not carry on any other activities not permitted to be carried on (a) by a corporation exempt 
from federal income tax under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or the 
corresponding section of any future federal tax code, or (b) by a corporation, contributions 
to which are deductible under section 170(c)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code, or the 
corresponding section of any future federal tax code. 

  
ARTICLE FIVE: Members. 
  
A. The Members of this Corporation shall be members of Baptist churches which are in 
friendly cooperation with the Convention and which are sympathetic with the Convention's 
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purposes and work, and who are elected by their churches as messengers to the Convention 
in session, and who are properly registered and seated by the Convention.  
  
B. These Members shall be called "messengers." The messengers shall constitute the 
Convention in session. A messenger enjoys rights as a member of the Corporation only 

during the period of the specific meeting to which the messenger has been elected by the 
messenger's church and seated and not unseated by the messengers constituting the 
Convention in session.  
  
C. The rights of individual messengers, and the rights of the messengers constituting the 
Convention in session, shall be those described in these Articles of Incorporation and the 
Bylaws. A messenger must be present to vote. In addition to any right granted a messenger 
or the messengers constituting the Convention in session found elsewhere in these Articles, 

in the Bylaws, or as Members under the provisions of the New Mexico Nonprofit 
Corporation Act, as it may be amended, messengers shall have the right to vote on: the 
amendment of the Articles of Incorporation; the amendment of the Bylaws; merger or 
consolidation and dissolution; the sale, lease, exchange, mortgage, pledge or other 
disposition of all or substantially all, the property and assets of the corporation; the election 
and removal of those persons constituting the State Executive Board, the committees of the 
Convention, and officers as provided in the Bylaws; the adoption of the Convention's 
annual budget; and to allow the Convention to become the Member of, and to exercise the 

rights of The Baptist Convention of New Mexico as the Member of, any other corporation.  
  

ARTICLE SIX: Meetings of the Messengers. 

  
A. Annual Meeting. Unless an emergency is declared by the State Executive Board, there 
shall be a two-day annual meeting of the messengers constituting the Convention at such 
time and place as the messengers may select, this selection being made at least two years 
in advance. In the event of an emergency, the State Executive Board may cancel or change 

the time and place upon giving reasonable notice to the churches. 
  
B. Special Meeting. A special meeting of the messengers may be called by the messengers 
in session, by the State Executive Board, or by any two of the following officers: the 
President, the Executive Director, or the Chairman of the State Executive Board. The body 
or persons calling the special meeting shall, at least twenty days prior to the meeting, notify 
the churches of the meeting, its time, place and purpose, in writing by mail, and shall cause 
notice to be published in Baptist New Mexican. No other notice of meetings shall be 
required. 

  
C. Quorum. The presence of a majority of the registered and seated messengers shall 
constitute a quorum. 
  
ARTICLE SEVEN: Composition of the Board of Directors. The Board of Directors of 
this Corporation shall be called the State Executive Board. The State Executive Board shall 
be composed of the President of The Baptist Convention of New Mexico and thirty persons 
elected by the messengers constituting the Convention in session as provided in the bylaws. 

Vacancies occurring other than as the result of the expiration of a term or as the result of 
an increase in the number of persons constituting the State Executive Board may be filled 
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temporarily by the affirmative vote of a majority of the remaining directors, though less 
than a quorum of the State Executive Board, until the messengers constituting the 
Convention in session fill the vacancy for the remainder of the term of the person vacating 
the position. 
  

ARTICLE EIGHT:  Duties of the State Executive Board.  The State Executive Board shall 
exercise the rights and powers granted to a board of directors by the New Mexico Nonprofit 
Corporation Act, these articles and the bylaws. The State Executive Board shall act for The 
Baptist Convention of New Mexico on all matters not reserved in these Articles and the 
bylaws as matters to be acted upon by the messengers constituting the Convention in 
session. In the event the messengers constituting the Convention fail to act, or act on the 
basis of demonstrably incorrect or misleading or insufficient information, the State 
Executive Board may act on a matter otherwise to be acted upon exclusively by the 

messengers constituting the Convention. The State Executive Board may exercise the 
Convention's right as the Member of another corporation to remove a director of that 
corporation if the Board of Directors of that corporation requests the removal. 
  
ARTICLE NINE: Books and Records. The Corporation shall keep correct and complete 
books and records of account and shall keep minutes of the proceedings of its members, 
board of directors and committees having any of the authority of the Board of Directors. 
The Corporation shall keep at its registered office or principal office in New Mexico, and 

during a period when messengers constitute the Convention at the site of the session, a 
record of the names and addresses of its members entitled to vote at that moment and those 
entitled to vote in the previous session of the Convention. All books and records of the 
Corporation may be inspected by any messenger, his agent or attorney, during the period 
when the person is a messenger, and for any proper purpose and at any reasonable time.  
  
ARTICLE TEN: Registered Office and Agent. The address of its registered office and the 
name of its registered agent at such address is: Stephen D. Ballew, Executive Director, 

5325 Wyoming Blvd., Albuquerque NM 87109. 
  
ARTICLE ELEVEN: Dissolution. Upon the dissolution of the Corporation, assets 
remaining after all liabilities and obligations shall be paid and discharged, or adequate 
provision shall be made therefore, shall be distributed as provided in the New Mexico 
Nonprofit Corporation Act to one or more organizations which are organized and operated 
exclusively for one or more purposes described in section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue 
Code, or the corresponding section of any future federal tax code. 
  

ARTICLE TWELVE: Amendment. These Articles may be further amended in the 
following manner: The State Executive Board shall adopt a resolution setting forth the 
proposed amendment and directing that it be submitted to a vote of the messengers 
constituting the Convention in annual or special session. No notice shall be given of the 
proposed amendments except: The State Executive Board shall cause the proposed 
amendment to be published in Baptist New Mexican prior to the session in which the 
amendment will be considered; and the proposed amendment shall be given in writing to 
the messengers in the first meeting of the session and consideration shall be had on the 

amendment in a subsequent meeting of that session. A proposed amendment shall be 
adopted upon receiving at least two thirds of the votes of messengers present when the vote 
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is taken. 
  
3. This Amendment was adopted by the messengers constituting The Baptist Convention 
of New Mexico on the 27th day of October, 1999, in its annual session at which a quorum 
of the messengers entitled to vote was present and the Amendment received at least two-

thirds (2/3) of the votes of messengers present at the time the vote was taken. This 
Amendment was also adopted by the Board of Directors (State Executive Board) by a vote 
of a majority of the Board of Directors in office on the 27th day of September, 1999. 
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THE BAPTIST CONV ENTION OF NEW MEXICO  

BYLAWS 

(As Amended October 24, 2018) 

  

ARTICLE ONE: Autonomy and Cooperation. The Baptist Convention of New Mexico 

(the or this Convention) recognizes and shall steadfastly honor and respect the autonomy 
and independence of each church. This Convention, while seeking fellowship with all 
Baptist bodies which share the Convention's purposes, shall be independent and sovereign 
in its own sphere and shall never attempt to exercise any authority over any other Baptist 
body, church, association, convention, or auxiliary body. 

  

ARTICLE TWO: Seating of Messengers.  

  

Section 1. At any meeting of the messengers, messengers shall be seated upon 
presentation of proper credentials or satisfactory authorization of their election by their 
churches. The required credentials shall be the BCNM registration form, which can be 
submitted electronically or by paper copy and shall be presented to the Credentials 
Committee of the Convention before being seated. 
  

Section 2. As an autonomous State Baptist Convention, the Convention in session 
reserves the right to determine what constitutes a cooperating Baptist church. Churches 

shall be considered in friendly cooperation who are sympathetic with the purpose and work 
of this Convention, having demonstrated cooperation by contributing a percentage of their 
undesignated gifts through the Cooperative Program. The faith and practices of each 
cooperating church, in the opinion of the Convention in session, shall not be in conflict 
with the Conventionôs affirmed Statement of Faith. 

  
Section 3. Each church shall be entitled to two messengers and one additional 

messenger for every twenty-five members or major portion thereof above twenty-five, but 

in no case shall any church be entitled to more than eight messengers. 

  

ARTICLE THREE: Officers.  

  

Section 1. The Convention shall have a President, a First Vice-President, and a 
Second Vice-President. These officers shall be elected annually by the messengers 
constituting the annual meeting, and shall enter upon the duties of their respective offices 
at the close of the session, and shall continue in office for one year or until their successors 
are elected. No officer shall serve in the same elected office more than two consecutive 

years. 
 A. President. The President shall work in conjunction with the Executive 

Directorôs office to prepare and publish a program for the annual Convention at least two 
weeks before the Convention convenes and shall present the program, which when 
adopted, shall be adhered to throughout the Convention unless changed by vote of the 
Convention. 

The President shall also appoint, at least 45 days before the annual Convention, two 
members to serve on the Credentials Committee and five members to serve on the 

Committee on Committees. 
The President shall serve on the State Mission Board and chair the Policy/Personnel 



18 

 

 

Committee. 
 B. Vice-Presidents. The Credentials Committee shall be chaired by the First 
Vice-President, or the Second Vice-President in the absence of the First Vice-President. 
They shall also preside over sessions of the Annual State Convention as appointed by the 
President. 

 

Section 2. In addition the Convention shall have the offices of Executive Director, 
Treasurer, Recording Secretary, and Assistant Recording Secretary. The Policy/Personnel 
Committee will propose a procedure for electing an Executive Director Search Committee.  
  

A. Executive Director. The State Mission Board shall elect a committee of 
seven to nominate an Executive Director to be elected by the messengers, in annual or 
special meeting, to serve an indefinite period. If the office becomes vacant while the 

Convention is not in session, the State Mission Board shall designate an acting Executive 
Director who will serve until the Convention acts to elect a successor. The Executive 
Director shall be considered the Chief Executive Officer of this Corporation and shall 
become, upon election, a salaried, at-will employee of the Convention. The Executive 
Director may be suspended without pay and benefits by the State Mission Board if the State 
Mission Board deems such suspension in the Convention's best interests. The Executive 
Director or the Chairman of the State Mission Board may sign legal documents on behalf 
of the corporation. 

  
B. Treasurer. The Treasurer shall be the person employed by the State Mission 

Board as Business Administrator. 
  

C. Recording Secretary and Assistant Recording Secretary. These officers 
shall be appointed by the Executive Director.  

  

Section 3. The duties of these officers shall be those described in these Bylaws and 

those usually pertaining to their respective offices in accordance with parliamentary law.  
  

Section 4. The Recording Secretary, and in his/her absence, the Assistant Recording 
Secretary, shall have the duty to make and preserve a written record of the proceedings of 
the Convention in session and of the State Mission Board meetings. Minutes of each 
session of the Convention shall be kept up to date, to be read upon request of any 
messenger. The minutes of the State Convention and the State Mission Board shall be 
published, the cost of printing paid by the Convention. The Recording Secretary, if not a 
Convention employee, shall be allowed such remuneration for his/her services as the 

Executive Director deems just. 
  

Section 5. One may not simultaneously be a salaried employee of the Convention or 
of any corporation of which the Convention is the Member, nor the spouse of an employee, 
and serve as an officer of the Convention except in the offices of Executive Director, 
Treasurer, and Recording and Assistant Recording Secretary. 

  

ARTICLE FOUR: Eligibility for Election. Persons elected by the messengers of the 

Convention or by the State Mission Board or appointed to serve as officers of the 
Convention, officers of the Corporation, members of Convention committees, members of 
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the State Mission Board or the Boards of Directors of the corporations in which The Baptist 
Convention of New Mexico is the Member, shall be, and shall have been for one year prior 
to their election, active members of Baptist churches which are in friendly cooperation with 
the Convention and which are sympathetic with the Convention's purposes and work. The 
membership requirements shall not apply to the Executive Director or Treasurer. 

  
ARTICLE FIVE:  Convention Committees. 

  

Section 1. Committee on Committees. The President of the Convention shall appoint 
a five member Committee on Committees prior to the Convention. It shall be the duty of 
the Committee on Committees to nominate a Nominating Committee consisting of five 
members, none of whom is a member of the State Mission Board; an Order of Business 
Committee consisting of five members of which the President shall be chairman; and a 

Resolutions Committee consisting of three members. The Committee on Committees shall 
nominate all other committees that may be ordered by the Convention during its session, 
unless otherwise directed by the Convention. 
  

Section 2. Nominating Committee. During each annual Convention, the Nominating 
Committee elected by the previous Convention shall nominate members of the State 
Mission Board, persons to fill vacancies on the Christian Life Committee and the preacher 
and alternate for the sermon for the next annual convention. The committee shall also 

recommend the place and date for the annual meeting of the Convention three years hence. 
 In every election by the Convention, nominations may also be offered by any messenger 
from the floor. 
  

Section 3. Order of Business Committee. The Order of Business Committee shall 
serve throughout the Convention, making provisions for such adjustments in the program 
as shall be directed by the Convention. This committee also suggests to the Convention an 
order of business. It shall provide for periods of time during the Convention for the 

introduction of all matters requiring a vote not scheduled on the agenda, and, when 
introduced (unless the Convention gives its unanimous consent for the immediate 
consideration) shall fix times for the consideration of the matter. The committee may 
suggest to the Convention standing rules. 

  
Section 4. Resolutions Committee. The Resolutions Committee shall report to the 

Convention on all resolutions referred to it by the Convention and bring to the attention of 
the Convention such resolutions as it may deem necessary. 
  

Section 5. Christian Life Committee. The Christian Life Committee shall seek to 
mobilize the Convention in addressing moral issues of concern to New Mexico Baptists. It 
shall consist of six members who shall serve terms of 3 years, allowing two of the terms to 
expire each year. Persons having served on the Christian Life Committee nine consecutive 
years will be ineligible for election to the Christian Life Committee until three years have 
expired since their last service. This committee shall elect from among its members a 
chairman to serve in the same elected office no more than three consecutive years. The 
committee shall make interim reports to the Executive Board. 

  

Section 6. Credentials Committee. The Credentials Committee shall be chaired by 
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the First Vice President, or the Second Vice President in the absence of the First Vice 
President, and shall be constituted by two other members appointed by the President at 
least 45 days before the annual convention. 
  
  When seating messengers is challenged at a regular or special meeting and the 

chair refers the issue to the Credentials Committee, this committee would hear the 
messenger challenging the seating and the messenger or messengers being challenged, and 
make any other inquiry the committee deems appropriate and report its findings and 
recommendation regarding the challenge to the body. The Convention would determine 
whether or not to seat the messengers. 
  
 The Credentials Committeeôs term begins at the time of appointment and 
continues until another committee is appointed.  

  
ARTICLE SIX: Election of Boards of Directors. The members of the Board of Directors 
of those corporations in which the Convention is the Member and entitled to elect the 
directors, those corporations presently being The New Mexico Baptist Childrenôs Home 
and The New Mexico Baptist Foundation, shall be nominated and elected as follows: the 
present board of directors of each corporation may present to the State Mission Board in 
the Board's July meeting suggested nominees for each vacancy on the Corporation's board. 
If the State Mission Board believes it should not agree to nominate a suggested nominee, 

the Corporation's board of directors who suggested the nominee shall be advised of the 
State Mission Board's position and shall be invited to submit other suggested nominee(s) 
to the State Mission Board. Those suggested nominees acceptable to the State Mission 
Board shall be nominated by the State Mission Board to the Convention. If the State 
Mission Board declines to nominate a suggested nominee or if a board of directors for a 
corporation fails to suggest a nominee, the State Mission Board shall nominate a person of 
its choosing.  
  

ARTICLE SEVEN: State Mission Board.  

  

Section 1. Nominations. The Nominating Committee shall nominate persons for 
service on the State Mission Board.  

  

Section 2. Eligibility. Salaried employees of The Baptist Convention of New Mexico, 
or of any corporation of which The Baptist Convention of New Mexico is the Member, or 
the employees' spouses, shall be ineligible to serve on the State Mission Board. No person 
serving on the current Nominating Committee, or on any board of directors of any 

corporation entity of which The Baptist Convention of New Mexico is the Member, shall 
be eligible to serve on the State Mission Board.  

  

Section 3. Composition. It is intended that the thirty elected members of the State 
Mission Board shall include at least one person whose church is in the geographical area 
of each Association, and that a person shall not be elected to the State Mission Board if the 
election will result in more than one elected person serving at the same time from the 
membership of any church. Nominations, whether from the Nominating Committee or 

from a messenger from the floor of the Convention in session, which would cause this 
composition goal to be violated shall not be in order. In filling vacancies as authorized by 
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the Articles of Incorporation, the State Mission Board shall conform to this composition 
rule. A person shall be deemed to have resigned if the person moves his or her church 
membership to a church outside the geographical area of the Association from which the 
person was elected. A member of the State Mission Board elected to the office of president 
of the Convention shall, upon assumption of that office, be deemed to have resigned his/her 

position on the State Mission Board. 

  

Section 4. Lay Participation. At least ten of the elected persons constituting the State 
Mission Board shall be lay persons. 
  

Section 5. Term. Persons shall be elected to serve on the State Mission Board for a 
term of three years, except in cases when one is elected to fill an unexpired term. If 
otherwise qualified, a person may be elected to serve a second consecutive term of three 

years, provided that no person may serve more than two consecutive full terms. Members 
elected to serve unexpired terms shall serve until the end of the term they were elected to 
fill and may be re-elected to serve a successive full three-year term. Persons having served 
on the State Mission Board six consecutive years will be ineligible for election to the State 
Mission Board until three years have expired since their last service. 

  

Section 6. Quorum. A majority of the elected members of the State Mission Board 
then in office shall constitute a quorum.  

  

Section 7. Duties. In addition to the duties and powers described in the Articles of 
Incorporation, The State Mission Board:  

  
A. Shall have charge and control, except when otherwise ordered by the 

Convention, of all work of the Convention in interim of its sessions;  

  

B. Shall act to exercise the rights of the Convention as the Member of any other 

corporation as that power may be delegated to the State Mission Board by the Convention's 
Articles of Incorporation, these Bylaws, or by the messengers constituting the Convention 
in session; 

  

C. May fill vacancies occurring on the Nominating Committee; 
  

D. Shall elect or provide for the employment of such persons, other than the 
Executive Director, necessary to carry on the work of the Convention; and 

  

E. Shall make a full and complete report to the annual Convention setting forth 
the condition of the work. This report shall give an accurate accounting of the finances of 
the Convention and shall be printed and distributed to the members of the Convention at 
its first session. 

  
F. Shall not sell the real property utilized for operation of Inlow Baptist Camp 

and Conference Center or Sivells Baptist Retreat and Conference Center except upon the 
approval of messengers constituting a meeting of the Convention following the 

recommendation of the State Mission Board.  
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Section 8. Officers. The State Mission Board shall elect from among its members a 
Chairman and a Vice-Chairman in the September meeting to begin service at the 
adjournment of the following annual meeting of the Convention. Each of these officers 
shall hold office for one year and until his or her successor shall have been elected and 
qualified. No officers shall serve in the same elected office more than two consecutive 

years.  
  

Section 9. Meetings. Regular meetings shall be held on the fourth Monday in January 
and the third Monday in April, July, and September. The Board may, upon resolution, 
change the time and place of holding its meetings. Special meetings of the State Mission 
Board may be called by the Executive Director or the Chairman of the Board at any time 
on a five-day notice to all members. 

  

ARTICLE EIGHT:  Indemnification. The Corporation shall indemnify any director, 
officer, employee or any former director, officer or employee of the Corporation against 
reasonable expenses, costs, attorney's fees actually and reasonably incurred by him in 
connection with the defense of any action, suit, or proceeding, civil or criminal, in which 
he is made a party by reason of being or having been a director or officer or employee. This 
indemnification shall include any amounts paid to satisfy a judgment or to compromise or 
settle a claim. The director, officer or employee or former director, officer or employee 
shall not be indemnified if he shall be adjudged to be liable on the basis that he has breached 

or failed to perform the duties of his office and the breach or failure to perform constitutes 
willful misconduct or recklessness. Advance indemnification shall be allowed of a director, 
officer or employee for reasonable expenses to be incurred in connection with the defense 
of the action, suit, or proceeding provided that the director, officer, or employee must 
reimburse the Corporation if it is subsequently determined that the director, officer or 
employee was not entitled to indemnification. 
  

ARTICLE NINE:  Parliamentary Authority. The rules of order for the Convention, The 

State Mission Board, and all committees of the Convention and of the Board, shall be the 
current edition of "Robert's Rules of Order Newly Revised." In case there is no provision 
in Robert's, the President or other presiding officer shall exercise his discretion, subject to 
appeal by the body.  
  
ARTICLE TEN: Motions Dealing With the Work of the Corporations. A motion, 
otherwise in order, which deals with the work of a Corporation of which the Convention is 
the Member shall be referred to the Board of Directors of that Corporation. The Board of 
Directors shall report back its comments and opinions regarding the substance of the 

motion at the next annual meeting of the Convention. 
 Whenever such a report comes before the Convention, the Chair may invite the officers 
and Board of Directors of the Corporation(s) involved to speak. 

A motion offered in any meeting of the messengers or in a meeting of the State 
Mission Board, or in any committee of the Convention or the State Mission Board shall be 
out of order if the motion would require the Convention to act in regard to a corporation of 
which the Convention is the Member in a manner not within the Conventionôs legal power 
to act as the Member. 
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ARTICLE ELEVEN:  Amendments. These bylaws may be amended at any regular 
meeting of the Convention by a two-thirds vote of the messengers present at the time the 
vote is taken, provided notice of the proposed amendment is given at the first session of 
the Convention.  
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Minutes of the Convention 

One Hundred Eleventh Session 

October 24-25, 2023 

Sandia Baptist Church of Albuquerque 

 

Minutes of the 111th annual session of the Baptist Convention of New Mexico 

meeting at Sandia Baptist Church, Albuquerque, New Mexico. Officers serving 

include Lamar Morin, Albuquerque Hoffmantown, President; Stephen Baum, 

Albuquerque First West, First Vice-President; Al Carroll, Bernalillo First, Second 

Vice-President; Nancy Faucett, BCNM, Recording Secretary; and Kim Treece, 

BCNM, Assistant Recording Secretary. Churches seating messengers included: 

Alamogordo Bethel, First and The Well; Albuquerque Alameda, Anchor North, 

Anchor East, Chinese, Del Norte, Eastern Hills, First Bilingual, First West, 

Hoffmantown, Monterey, Restore, Riverside and Sandia; Angel Fire; Anthony 

First; Artesia First; Aztec First; Bernalillo First; Bloomfield Gospel Victory; 

Bosque Farms First and Horizon; Carlsbad Cavern, First, Garden Street and 

Happy Valley; Chama First; Chaparral Agua de Vida; Cloudcroft First; Cuba 
Tinian; Datil First; Edgewood Mountain Valley; Elephant Butte Church at the 

Butte; Elida First; Espanola First Indian and Word; Estancia First; Eunice First; 

Farmington Emmanuel, First and Mountain Vista; Fort Sumner First; Gallup East 

Aztec and Rock Springs; Grants First; Hagerman First; Hobbs First; Jemez 

Valley; Las Cruces Calvary and Dona Ana Cowboy; Las Vegas Calvary and First; 

Lindrith; Los Alamos First; Los Chavez First; Los Lunas First; Mayhill; Mimbres 

Rio Mimbres; Moriarty First; Portales First; Quemado First; Raton Calvary and 

First; Rio Rancho Celebration, First and Paragon; Ruidoso First; Santa Fe First; 

Santa Rosa First; Shiprock Tooh; Socorro First; Springer First; Tatum First; 

Tijeras First; and Weed.  

 
CONVENTION THEME: ñBut God éò 

Tuesday Afternoon, October 24, 2023 

Lamar Morin, Presiding  

 

¶ The New Mexico Singing Churchmen opened the convention with a concert. 

¶ Lamar Morin, pastor of Albuquerque Hoffmantown and president of the 

convention, called the meeting to order at 1:49 p.m. 

¶ Andy Donalson, Minister to Adults of Albuquerque Sandia, welcomed 

messengers and guests and led in prayer. 

¶ President Lamar Morin invited SBC entity leaders to the platform to bring 

greetings.  

¶ Reed Redus, Pastor of Santa Fe First, brought the annual sermon. 

¶ The New Mexico Singing Churchmen led in worship. 

¶ BUSINESS SESSION 1: 
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o Seating of Messengers: Stephen Baum, Pastor of Albuquerque First 

West, 1st Vice-President and Chairman of the Credentials Committee, 

made a motion that the messengers that had registered and who would 

register who had presented proper credentials from churches which were 

in friendly cooperation with the Baptist Convention of New Mexico as 
stated in the Bylaws, constitute the Convention. Carried  unanimously.  

o Appointment of Committees: President Morin appointed Dave 

McFadden, Member of Portales First, and Brian Nystrom, Pastor of 

Angel Fire, to serve on the Credentials Committee. First Vice-President 

Stephen Baum chaired the committee and Second Vice-President Al 

Carroll also served. He also appointed Howell Scott of Carlsbad First, to 

chair the 2023 Committee on Committees. Larry Evans of Cloudcroft 

First, Ana Franco of Lovington Iglesia Emmanuel, Margene Harris of 

Socorro First and David Taylor of Los Alamos First also served on the 

committee. 

o Adoption of Program: Brian Nystrom, messenger of Angel Fire and 

member of the Order of Business Committee, brought a motion to accept 
the program as printed. Carried unanimously. 

o State Mission Board Report: Mike Napier, pastor of Aztec First and 

chairman of the State Mission Board, presented the Mission Board report 

including the 2024 proposed budget and the entity board nominations. 

The entity board nominations included for the New Mexico Baptist 

Childrenôs Home: Currently serving and nominated for a three-year term 

to expire October 2026 was Phyllis Ivy of Roy First and Glennys Elliott 

of Socorro First. New members nominated for a one-year term to expire 

October 2024 was Sharon Deal of Farmington Emmanuel and a three-

year term to expire October 2026 was Colt Wetterman of Estancia First. 

New Mexico Baptist Foundation: Currently serving and re-nominated for 
an additional three-year term to expire October 2026 were Linda Dean 

of Farmington Emmanuel and John Loudat of Albuquerque Del Norte. 

Nominated to serve a new three-year term to expire October 2026 was 

Chris Payton of Albuquerque Hoffmantown.  

¶ New Business: None 

¶ The New Mexico Singing Churchmen led in worship. 

¶ Jeremy Freeman, senior pastor of First Baptist Church in New Castle, 

Oklahoma, and his son Caleb delivered a theme interpretation. 

¶ Chairman Morin led in a question and answer time with the Freemans. 

¶ Al Carroll, pastor of Bernalillo First and Second Vice-President of the 

Convention, led in the benediction. 
 

Tuesday Evening, October 24, 2023 

Stephen Baum, Presiding 
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¶ The Worship4Life Camp Praise Team led in worship. 

¶ Ira Pinkston, Associate Pastor of Worship/Sharing at Albuquerque Del Norte, 

read scripture and led in the invocation. 

¶ The BCNM Staff presented a team video. 

¶ Executive Director Steve Ballew introduced new ministers in the state. They 
included Tommy Morris of Rio Mimbres, Andrew Grabowski of Rio Rancho 

First, Cade Yost of the Silver City Christian Challenge, Brandon Boydstun 

of Clovis Highland, Tim Ebert of Ruidoso First, Andy Sanchez and his wife 

Cheryl of Bernalillo First, James Mahan of Farmington Mountain Vista, Juan 

Vasquez of Chaparral Aqua de Vida and Hector Aguilar of Anthony First. 

¶ Steve Ballew presented plaques to outgoing State Mission Board members. 

They included Mark Ashley of Artesia First, Karen Comstock of Farmington 

First, Karen Cortese of Fort Sumner First, Sam Plumlee of Carlsbad Hillcrest, 

Ilene Taylor of Clayton First, Shelly Lowman of Bloomfield First and Kip 

Vaughn of Deming Windmill. 

¶ Jeremy Freeman brought a message. 

¶ The Worship4Life Camp Praise Team led in worship. 

¶ Steve Ballew gave his Executive Directorôs Report. 

¶ Andrew Grabowski, Student Pastor of Rio Rancho First, led in the 

benediction. 

 

Wednesday Morning, October 25, 2023 

Lamar Morin, Presiding  

 

¶ A praise team from Sandia Baptist Church opened the session in music. 

¶ Brandon Boydstun, pastor of Clovis Highland, read scripture and led in 

prayer. 

¶ The BCNM Staff presented a team video. 

¶ Noe Garcia, Senior Pastor of North Phoenix Baptist Church of Phoenix 

Arizona, brought a message. 

¶ New Mexico Baptist Childrenôs Home Report: Executive Director 

Serenity Richard presented the report. She told a story about ñBrianò who 

was living in transitional living. Brianôs future was being re-written and 

hunger did not have to be part of that future. More importantly, his eternal 

future had been re-written. She had three prayer requests. 1. The children in 

care. 2. The Estancia Campus. 3. Staffing needs. They had open positions at 

the Estancia Campus as well as the main campus.  

¶ New Mexico Baptist Foundation Report. President Rick Breeden presented 
the report. He said that he had been president for over 16 years. He said that 

year-to-date, as of September 30, they had distributed over $96,000. Over 

$40 million since their founding. He stressed the importance of estate 

planning which would give the ability to appoint guardians for children, 
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trusting health care agents and determine how possessions were distributed. 

They could help with those things. 

¶ The praise team from Sandia Baptist Church opened the session in music. 

¶ President Lamar Morin presented his message. 

¶ The BCNM Staff presented a team video. 

¶ BUSINESS SESSION 2 

o Committee on Committees Report: Howell Scott, pastor of  

Carlsbad First and chairman of the Committee on Committees, presented 

the report. He brought a recommendation that David Prell, pastor of 

Carlsbad Blodgett Street, serve as chairman of the 2023 Resolutions 

Committee and that Kevin Pence of Carlsbad First and James Cosentino 

of Socorro First also serve on the committee. He further recommended 

that Phillip Smith of Portales First serve as chairman of the 2024 

Nominating Committee and Chris Costorena of Santa Fe First, Stephen 

Soto of Farmington Generation, Debbie Strong of Portales Emmanuel 

and Jessica Randleman of Los Alamos First also serve on the committee. 
He also included in the recommendation that Brian Arnold of Portales 

First, Jordan Clark of Espanola First, Ty Houghtaling of Artesia First 

and Mely Ron of Hobbs Celebracion Cristiana serve alongside the 

convention president to make up the 2024 Order of Business Committee. 

Carried unanimously. 

o State Mission Board Report: Chairman Mike Napier, presented a 

motion on behalf of the State Mission Board to approve the proposed 

2024 budget. Carried unanimously. He then brought a motion that the 

entity board nominations be approved. Carried unanimously.  

o Nominating Committee Report: Craig Sundheimer of Rio Rancho First 

and chairman of the Nominating Committee presented the report. He 

brought a recommendation for the State Mission Board for Pete Crook 
of Roswell Bethel, Ira Pinkston of Albuquerque Del Norte, Luis Rios of 

Las Cruces Primera and Susie Teeters of Eunice First who were currently 

serving on the board be nominated for a second three-year term. New 

members to fill two-year terms expiring October 2025 were Cal 

Blackwell of Chama First and Duane Gray of Silver City First. New 

members asked to serve new three-year terms expiring 2026 included 

Eunice Begay of Shiprock Tooh, Juanita Fierro of Carlsbad Getsemani 

Primera, Nelda Francis of Las Vegas Calvary, Graciela Guel of 

Albuquerque Iglesia Sinai, Stephanie Guerrero of Belen First and Mark 

Christesson of Carlsbad Happy Valley. He also recommended that 

Stephen Baum of Albuquerque First West and Lori Bova of Hobbs 
Taylor Memorial be re-elected to three-year terms expiring 2026 on the 

Christian Life Committee He further recommended that Stephen Soto 

of Farmington Generation be asked to bring the 2024 annual sermon and 

that Larry Evans of Cloudcroft First be the alternate. He brought a 
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recommendation that the 2024 State Convention be moved to Clovis 

Restoration. The 2025 convention would be held at Las Cruces First he 

brought a recommendation that Albuquerque Eastern Hills be the host 

of the 2026 State Convention October 20-21. Carried unanimously. 

o Resolutions Committee Report: David Prell, pastor of Carlsbad 
Blodgett Street and chairman of the committee brought the following 

resolutions. Resolution on Appreciation: WHEREAS the messengers 

to the Baptist Convention of New Mexico meeting October 24-25, 2023 

at Sandia Baptist Church of Albuquerque, New Mexico have enjoyed a 

productive time of worship, business, and fellowship in the spirit of 

cooperation and for the glory of God; and WHEREAS, Sandia Baptist 

Church of Albuquerque, NM and other Albuquerque sister churches 

have demonstrated great hospitality to the messengers in providing use 

of their facilities, and the city of Albuquerque, NM has extended kind 

welcome to their city; and WHEREAS, scripture enjoins us to do all 

things with thankfulness to God the Father through Jesus Christ (Col. 

3:17), BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the messengers to the 
Baptist Convention of New Mexico meeting October 24-25, 2023 

express their heartfelt appreciation to the members, pastors and staff of 

Sandia Baptist Church of Albuquerque, NM and our sister churches of 

Albuquerque for their kind generosity, and humble hospitality in hosting 

the annual meeting of the Baptist Convention of New Mexico, 2023, 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that those same messengers 

express their gratitude to the city of Albuquerque, NM, praying that 

Godôs blessing would rest on their community through Jesus Christ, his 

Son. The resolutions carried unanimously. 

o Christian Life Commi ttee Report. Skip Hemperley, Chairman of the 

Christian Life Committee, presented a report.  
o Miscellaneous Business: None 

o New Business: None 

¶ Election of Officers: John Torrison of Albuquerque Hoffmantown 

nominated Stephen Baum of Albuquerque First West for president. Reed 

Redus of Santa Fe First seconded. Boyd Morerod of Los Chavez First moved 

that nominations cease and Baum be elected by acclamation. Jonathan 

Richard of Estancia First seconded. The motion carried unanimously and 

Stephen Baum was elected by acclamation. Justin Pearson of Albuquerque 

Restore nominated Chris Promersberger of Edgewood Mountain Valley for 

first vice-president. Stephen Baum of Albuquerque First West seconded. 

Carried unanimously. Reed Redus of Santa Fe First nominated Al Carroll 
of Bernalillo First to serve as second vice-president. Chris Promersberger of 

Edgewood Mountain Valley seconded. Carried unanimously.   

¶ Noe Garcia brought a message. 
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¶ President Lamar Morin passed the gavel to Stephen Baum and made his 

closing remarks. 

¶ Karen Cortese of Fort Sumner First gave the benediction. 

¶ Final attendance: 201 messengers from 72 churches and 95 visitors for a total 

of 296.  The meeting was adjourned. 
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Minutes of the 

State Mission Board 

The Baptist Convention of New Mexico 

Plenary Session 1 

Baptist Building 

January 23, 2023 

 

Chairman Mike Napier called the meeting to order at 11:31 a.m. Secretary Nancy 

Faucett called roll. Members present included Jim Bayne, Ben Campbell, Mike 

Cannon, Karen Comstock, Karen Cortese, Manny Longoria, Shelly Lowman, Rob 

McIntosh, Lamar Morin, Mike Napier, Ira Pinkston, James Pratt, Reed Redus, 

Luis Rios, Salvador Rodriguez, Todd Sullens, Troy Tudor, Dean Turvaville, 

Kevin Waldrop and Mark Whittington. There was a quorum present.  

 

Members that had notified the secretary of their absence were Mark Ashley, Matt 

Celoria, Pete Crook, Cheston Fair, Sam Plumlee, Carlos Tapia, Ilene Taylor, Susie 

Teeters, and Kip Vaughn. Rusty Stewart and Sung Youn were also absent. Reed 
Redus moved to accept absences of those that had notified the secretary of their 

absence. Todd Sullens seconded. Carried unanimously. 

 

Guests present included Jared Bridge of Albuquerque Anchor Church and 

Stephen Baum of First Baptist Church of West Albuquerque.  

 

Mike Cannon brought a devotion from Matthew 11.  

 

Lead Missionaryôs Report: Lead Missionary Steve Ballew presented his report. 

He welcomed five new members to the board. They included Jim Bayne of Pena 

Blanca White Stone, Mike Cannon of Lordsburg First, Manny Longoria of 
Albuquerque First Bilingual, Rob McIntosh of Church Rock Creatorôs Fellowship 

and Gallup Journey Church and Kip Vaughn of Deming Windmill Cowboy. He 

said that since the last meeting four new employees had been hired. They included 

Gage Kenney, the new director of the NM Junior College/University of the 

Southwest Christian Challenge; Raymond Montoya, maintenance engineer for the 

Baptist Building; Mario Navarro, Southern NM Hispanic Strategist and Benney 

Tapia, assistant manager at Inlow. He said that Cooperative Program receipts for 

2022 were $3,547,663. Over the previous five years, Cooperative Program giving 

had been consistent. Missions New Mexico giving far exceeded the $440,000 goal 

by bringing in $518,290. Gifts to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering were up by 

40 percent over 2021 at $1,483,677 and the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering was 

up to $414,751. He gave a breakdown of how the churches gave to Cooperative 
Program and the State Missions Offering and brought a recommendation for the 

2023 State Missions Offering Goal to be set at $500,000. The breakdown would 

include $175,000 (35%) for Church Planting and People Groups Team, $75,000 
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(15%) for Collegiate Ministries (Summer Missions and Capital Improvements), 

$95,000 (19%) for Hunger Funds, $125,000 (25%) for Inlow and Sivells Camps 

Capital Improvements and $30,000 (6%) for the Minister and Family Retreat. The 

suggested scripture was Mark 1:17 with a theme of ñFollow Me.ò He 

congratulated Cricket Pairett on 35 years with the convention, Joy Pittman for 23 
years and Ricardo Rivera for 9 years. Karen Cortese moved to accept the report 

including the State Missions Offering goal and allocations. Shelly Lowman 

seconded. Carried unanimously.    

 

Chairman Napier led in prayer for lunch and members were dismissed to 

committee meetings at 12:06 p.m.  

 

Plenary Session 2 

 

Chairman Mike Napier called the meeting to order at 5:38 p.m. The same 

members were present with the exception of Reed Redus, Todd Sullens and Dean 

Turvaville. There was a quorum present. Luis Rios moved to accept the absences 
of those that had notified the secretary of their absence. Mike Cannon seconded. 

Carried unanimously.  

 

Chairman Napier asked board members to break into small groups to pray.  

 

Approval of Minutes: Karen Cortese moved to accept the September minutes. 

Manny Longoria seconded. Carried unanimously.  

 

Guests recognized included Raymond Comstock and Stephen Baum.  

 

Reports of Convention Entities 

 

NM Baptist Childrenôs Home: Acting Executive Director Serenity Richard 

presented the report via Zoom. She said that there were a lot of people who loved 

on their kids during Christmas. The Estancia Campus had seen huge progress. The 

Portales Campus had experienced several large expenses. A water line had broken 

in the offices and they had to replace the HVAC unit. There had also been a gas 

leak in the one of the cottages that resulted in replacing another HVAC unit. James 

Pratt moved to accept the report. Kevin Waldrop seconded. Carried 

unanimously.   

 

New Mexico Baptist Foundation: Michael Summers presented the report. He 

said that as of September 30, they were very close to the distributions they had in 
the same period in 2021. They were holding their own through a rocky stock 

market. He asked for leads of people who might be interested in investing in 
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missions through the Foundation. Mike Cannon moved to accept the report. Karen 

Comstock seconded. Carried unanimously.  

 

Reports of BCNM Teams 

 
People Groups Team: Shelly Lowman presented the report. She welcomed 

Mario Navarro to their team as the Southern NM Spanish Strategist. She also 

welcomed New Board Member Rob McIntosh to the team. She said there were 

five new church planters, including one that had just been approved. There were 

also four planters in the pipeline for approval. She said they were also going to 

focus on planting an Asian Indian church and a Filipino church in 2023. She 

presented a motion for Harrison Funds for Inlow Indian Family Camp for 

Albuquerque Selah Baptist Church for up to 10 scholarships totaling $912.50; 

Wingate Baptist Church for up to 15 scholarships totaling $1,370.00; Taos First 

Indian up to 25 scholarships totaling $2,162.50 and Jemez Valley Baptist Church 

up to 30 scholarships totaling $2,737.50. Carried unanimously. She also 

presented a motion for $300 for Harrison Funds for Gallup First to attend a Gospel 
Advancing Summit/Dare 2 Share Conference. Carried unanimously.     

 

Missions Mobilization Team: Karen Comstock presented the report. She said 

that Team Leader Matt Thackerson was ill and Steve Ballew had joined their team 

meeting in his place. Melissa Lamb had reported that they had just completed a 

Family Mission Camp held at Sivells with 46 attending and nine 

missionary/leaders. Cricket Pairett had reported that the North American Mission 

Board had given a $55,000 grant to New Mexico Disaster Relief, which was used 

to purchase a mobile kitchen. She had also shared about an opportunity they had 

the previous quarter to provide Thanksgiving food boxes to needy families at two 

elementary schools in the south valley of Albuquerque by partnering with a few 
local churches and supplementing with hunger funds. Their team had approved 

pastoral aid for David Paul at Espanola First for $300 per month, Lorne Denetclaw 

at Gallup Rock Springs for $250 per month for the first quarter with a review at 

the April Board Meeting and Jeff Janca at Taos Indian for $300 per month.   

 

Leadership Development Team: Karen Cortese presented the report. She 

introduced Benney Tapia who was the new assistant manager at Inlow Camp. She 

said that Clay reported that they were planning to complete renovations on Inlow 

Lodge by the summer camping season. Sivells would be celebrating their 60th 

anniversary later in the year. They would be installing a new generator and walk 

in freezer at Sivells the next Thursday. They were praying for a food service 

person for Sivells and both camps were praying for summer staff and volunteers 
for the summer. Katy Parker had several upcoming events. There would be a 

Womenôs Leadership Training Event at Sandia Baptist Church on February 26-

27 and VBS trainings would be held in Portales on March 4, Albuquerque on 
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March 11, Alamogordo on March 18, Bloomfield on March 25 and Artesia on 

April 15.  The Young Lives Ablaze Conference would be offered again in a digital 

format. Sam Swann had the Annual Youth Leadership Summit at the Baptist 

Building on February 27. He was also gearing up for summer camps and was 

looking for a videographer for the camps. 
 

Information Services Team: Kevin Waldrop presented the report. He said that 

the IST had two major areas they worked in, disseminating information of what 

NM Baptists were doing and giving technical support to other teams and churches. 

There were over 30,000 contacts made through the Baptist New Mexican in the 

17 weeks to end 2022. They entered into a new partnership with Innovating Faith 

Resources, a media and financial organization aimed at supporting ministries and 

non-profits. IFR Graphic Designer Patti Spencer would be taking over the tasks 

of story editing, layout, graphic design and proofing of the Baptist New Mexican.    

 

Evangelism/Discipleship Team: Troy Tudor presented the report. He said that 

David Englehart and all of the Christian Challenge directors had attended a Life 
Impact Conference in the Rocky Mountain Region. Gage Kenney was the new 

director of the Christian Challenge in Hobbs. New Mexico missions teams were 

being formed and churches wishing to use them could contact David. Tar 

Henderson had reported on the Revive Conferences. The thrust of them was to 

help churches be more effective in reaching people. The Evangelism Conference 

was scheduled for February 27-28. Registration was available online at 

www.bcnm.com. There would also be a pastorôs retreat at Inlow April 21-22 and 

one at Sivells May 19-20.  

 

Special Committee Reports 

 

Policy/Personnel Committee: No report. 

 

Property/Finance Committee: President Lamar Morin chaired while Mike 

Napier presented a recommendation to approve the Corporate Resolution which 

states, ñSteve Ballew, Executive Director, and Gerald Farley, Chief Financial 

Officer, are empowered to act on behalf of the Baptist Convention of New Mexico 

in all matters requiring signatures enabling the sale, exchange, transfer, purchase 

or other forms of conveyance of all the cash assets, securities, bonds, certificates 

of deposits, notes issued by private, corporate or governmental agencies and real 

property.ò Carried Unanimously.  

 

Old Business: None 
 

New Business: None 

 

http://www.bcnm.com/
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Board Time with Steve Ballew: Ballew allowed President Lamar Morin to share 

about the 2023 State Convention that would meet October 24-25 at Sandia Baptist 

Church in Albuquerque. He had selected the theme, ñBut Godò and had invited 

Jeremy and Caleb Freeman to be guest speakers. He encouraged board members 

to plan to attend.  
 

Mike Cannon moved to adjourn and Manny Longoria seconded. The motion 

carried unanimously and the meeting was adjourned at 6:41.  

 

Minutes of the 

State Mission Board 

The Baptist Convention of New Mexico 

Plenary Session 1 

Baptist Building 

April 17, 2023 

 

Chairman Mike Napier called the meeting to order at 11:36 a.m. Secretary Nancy 
Faucett called roll. Members present included Mark Ashley, Jim Bayne, Mike 

Cannon, Karen Cortese, Pete Crook, Cheston Fair, Manny Longoria, Shelly 

Lowman, Rob McIntosh, Lamar Morin, Mike Napier, Ira Pinkston, Sam Plumlee, 

Reed Redus, Salvador Rodriguez, Carlos Tapia, Susie Teeters, Troy Tudor, Kip 

Vaughn, Kevin Waldrop and Mark Whittington. There was a quorum present.  

 

Members that had notified the secretary of their absence were Ben Campbell, Matt 

Celoria, Karen Comstock, James Pratt, Luis Rios, Rusty Stewart, Todd Sullens, 

Ilene Taylor and Dean Turvaville. Sung Youn was also absent. Reed Redus 

moved to accept absences of those that had notified the secretary of their absence. 

Karen Cortese seconded. Carried unanimously. 

 

Guests present included Jared Bridge of Albuquerque Anchor Church and 

Stephen Baum of First Baptist Church of West Albuquerque.  

 

Mike Napier brought a devotional from 1 John 4:17.  

 

Lead Missionaryôs Report:  Lead Missionary Steve Ballew presented his report. 

He said that Elaine Williford from Tri-Area Association had called and said that 

Dave McFaddenôs 21-year-old grandson had committed suicide. The board 

stopped and had prayer for the McFaddens. He said that the April board meeting 

was usually an overview of Annual Church Profile data. He showed the board 

graphs he had prepared that showed the steady decline in membership, baptisms 
and average attendance over the last 37 years. He pointed out two different graphs, 

one with Sagebrush statistics included and one without. Sagebrush had accounted 

for close to half of the stateôs baptisms since they joined the convention. His intent 
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in presenting the information was to create awareness that as a convention of 

churches, the convention was not nearly all that God intended it to be. He said 

that no one should despair though, but should instead double-down in the belief 

that God could use the BCNM to make a less-than-desirable situation good. They 

were, however, facing a crisis that would involve asking some difficult questions. 
Those would include changes that would require courage, foresight and faith. He 

recognized staff that would celebrate ministry anniversaries in the next quarter. 

They included Isaiah Unland two years on May 1, Kevin Parker eight years on 

May 16 and Rick Brittain six years on June 1. He also recognized Joy Pittman 

who would retire the end of the month after 23 years of service.  

 

Chairman Napier led in prayer for lunch and members were dismissed to 

committee meetings at 12:06 p.m.  

 

Plenary Session 2 

 

Chairman Mike Napier called the meeting to order at 5:37 p.m. The same 
members were present with the addition of Matt Celoria. There was a quorum 

present. Mike Cannon moved to accept the absences of those that had notified the 

secretary of their absence. Sam Plumlee seconded. Carried unanimously.  

 

There were no guests present.  

 

Approval of Minutes: Mark Ashley moved to accept the January minutes. Kevin 

Waldrop seconded. Carried unanimously.  

 

Reports of Convention Entities 

 

NM Baptist Childrenôs Home: Acting Executive Director Serenity Richard 

presented the report. She said that the Estancia Campus was coming along and 

they were expecting to apply for licensure the next spring. After much prayer, the 

decision had been made to close the Alamogordo campus. Since the property had 

been donated with a reversionary clause, it would be returned to the previous 

owner. They had started a program called ñSide-by-Side Saturdaysò where 

volunteers would spend a Saturday working with residents on different projects 

around the Home. Sam Plumlee moved to accept the report. Manny Longoria 

seconded. Carried unanimously.   

 

New Mexico Baptist Foundation: Michael Summers presented the report. He 

said that inflation seemed to be leveling off. The increase in assets under 
management had them close to being over the $50 million mark. Some gift 

annuities had been created including their churches, which was good. He was 

available to visit churches. He also said that they were able to raise the interest 
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rates in the Church Finance area. Mike Cannon moved to accept the report. Sal 

Rodriguez seconded. Carried unanimously.  

 

Reports of BCNM Teams 

 
People Groups Team: Shelly Lowman presented the report. There were currently 

five PGT church plants, two in Central and Northern New Mexico and three in 

Southern New Mexico. There were four other men in the process of planting and 

interest in four other areas. It was possible to have at least 12 plants by the end of 

the year. She presented a recommendation to approve Atherton Trust Funds for 

Gallup First up to $900 for Indian Camp scholarships, Gallup First for $200 for 

VBS support, Mescalero Mission up to $3,011.25 for Indian Camp scholarships, 

Gallup East Aztec up to $1,368.75 for Indian Camp scholarships contingent upon 

receipt of Cooperative Program giving, Laguna-Acoma up to $1,825 for Indian 

Camp scholarships contingent upon receipt of Cooperative Program giving and 

Rock Springs up to $1,825 for Indian Camp scholarship contingent upon receipt 

of Cooperative Program giving. Carried unanimously. She said that there would 
be a team staff meeting May 9-10 at Inlow, a Pastor/Wivesô Retreat June 3 at the 

Baptist Building, Hispanic Family Camp June 6-9 at Inlow, Indian Family Camp 

June 19-23 at Inlow and People Groups Summer Evangelistic Events June-

August.  

 

Missions Mobilization Team: Ira Pinkston presented the report. He shared a 

brochure for Childrenôs Missions Camp that would be July 24-28 at Inlow. He 

said that there was $46,000 received from the 2011 State Mission Offering for the 

Foundations of Faith Dairy Ministry. Most of the money had already been sent to 

the ministry, but they voted to close out the account and send the remaining 

balance to them. He mentioned several short-term mission opportunities including 
trips to Brazil, Panama, Laphia and Burundi. They discussed ways to connect 

members of churches to mission trips from other churches. Derek and Valarie 

Karl would be moving to Springer to begin a re-plant the beginning of June. The 

BCNM and other mission partners would fund them 100 percent for three years. 

There were 16 current church plants including the five People Groups plants. 

Disaster Relief had purchased a quick response kitchen. There were 13 DR 

missions in 2022 with 1,622 workdays and 22 acknowledged professions of faith.    

 

Leadership Development Team: Karen Cortese presented the report. She said 

they had discussed prayer reminders for summer camps and distributed prayer 

cards listing all of the BCNM camps. She asked members to place them where 

they could be reminded to pray. Sam had some dates set for Connection 
Conferences, Sunday School and small group training events, that would be held 

in the fall. Definite dates were Central Baptist Association August 17 and Pecos 

Valley Association September 23. Both would include Spanish teams. There were 
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also tentative conferences at San Juan Association and Mountain Valley 

Association.  

 

Information Services Team: Carlos Tapia presented the report. He thanked Joy 

Pittman for all of her work with the Information Services Team and said she would 
be missed. The Capital Prayer Gathering in Santa Fe was successful. There were 

227 people that attended including two remote sites and the main meeting at Santa 

Fe First. There were 10 legislators and staff that attended. The Christian Life 

Committee was already meeting to discuss ways to further enhance 

communication with legislators throughout the year. Recordings of the NM State 

Evangelism Conference were available at listen.bcnm.com. The Baptist New 

Mexican had experienced an unanticipated postal rate increase that had not been 

budgeted for.   

 

Evangelism/Discipleship Team: Troy Tudor presented the report. He said that 

David Englehart had reported to their committee that there were 137 in attendance 

at their Leadership Training Retreat at Sivells the previous weekend. He 
circulated a card with names of summer missionaries on it and asked those present 

to pray for them. He said that Rick Brittain had reported that First Baptist Church 

of Springer had called a pastor that would be on the field May 7. The 2024 NM 

State Evangelism Conference would be held February 26-27 at Sandia Baptist 

Church in Albuquerque. There was a Pastorôs Retreat scheduled for Inlow April 

21-22 and one at Sivells May 19-20. The Shepherdôs Retreat (previously known 

as the Bivocational Pastorôs Retreat) would be August 4-6 at Sivells with Former 

State Missionary Stan Albright as the guest speaker. Clovis Sandia, Monument 

and Springer First were current replants that needed prayer.   

 

Special Committee Reports 

 

Policy/Personnel Committee: No report. 

 

Property/Finance Committee: Vice-Chairman Mark Ashley chaired while Mike 

Napier presented a recommendation to receive the property formerly known as 

First Baptist Church of Bayard.  Carried Unanimously.  

 

Chairman Napier entertained a motion to accept the Executive Directorôs Report 

from the morning session. Sam Plumlee moved to accept the report. Reed Redus 

seconded. Carried unanimously.  

 

Old Business: None 
 

New Business: None 
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Board Time with Steve Ballew: He reiterated that the BCNM exists for those 

that have yet to believe.    

 

Chairman Napier asked those present to break into pairs and pray for the lostness 

of the state.  
 

Rob McIntosh moved to adjourn and Mike Cannon seconded. The motion 

carried unanimously and the meeting was adjourned at 6:33.  

 

Minutes of the 

State Mission Board 

The Baptist Convention of New Mexico 

Plenary Session 1 

Baptist Building 

July 17, 2023 

 

Chairman Mike Napier called the meeting to order at 11:32 a.m. Secretary Nancy 
Faucett called roll. Members present included Ben Campbell, Mike Cannon, 

Karen Comstock, Karen Cortese, Pete Crook, Cheston Fair, Manny Longoria, 

Shelly Lowman, Rob McIntosh, Lamar Morin, Mike Napier, Sam Plumlee, James 

Pratt, Rusty Stewart, Carlos Tapia, Ilene Taylor, Susie Teeters, Troy Tudor, Dean 

Turvaville. Kip Vaughn, Kevin Waldrop and Mark Whittington. There was a 

quorum present.  

 

Members that had notified the secretary of their absence were Mark Ashley, Jim 

Bayne, Matt Celoria, Ira Pinkston, Reed Redus, Luis Rios, Salvador Rodriguez, 

and Todd Sullens. Sung Youn was also absent.  

 

Guests present included Jared Bridge of Albuquerque Anchor Church and 

Stephen Baum of First Baptist Church of West Albuquerque and 1st Vice-

President of the Convention.  

 

Manny Longoria brought a devotional from John 9:1-11.  

 

Lead Missionaryôs Report: Lead Missionary Steve Ballew presented his report. 

He asked for prayer for Ann Timmons and her family. Her husband Steve, the 

BSU Christian Challenge director at Western New Mexico University, had been 

tragically killed on June 26. He also asked for prayer for David Englehart as he 

worked to figure out a plan for that university during the quickly approaching fall 

semester. He also said that Former Employee Dan Rupp had passed away. He said 
that Cricket Pairett had announced her retirement for November 15. He shared his 

personal testimony about the Cooperative Program and said that, in his opinion, 

it was the greatest mechanism ever. He said that at the 2023 SBC annual meeting, 
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the messengers approved a motion asking the president to appoint another task 

force, ñto study the impact that the recommendations from the Great Commission 

Resurgence Report adopted in 2009 (actually 2010) have had on the effectiveness 

of the SBCôs North American Gospel effort and on relationships between SBC 

ministry partners.ò In 2010, the year before any changes were implemented, 
NAMB partnered in NM through the BCNM in the amount of $1,013,589. In 

2022, NAMB invested $292,418 through BCNM. Included in that was over 

$72,000 for Disaster Relief, most of which covered the cost of a food preparation 

trailer. In 2022, our churches gave in excess of $630,000 to NAMB through the 

Cooperative Program and directly to the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering. He 

said he had asked the Property/Finance Committee for permission to construct a 

budget that changed the CP distribution for the BCNM from a 71/29 split to a 

75/25. They were also looking at possibly moving to 80/20 split in the future. The 

idea was to continue to add regional missionaries to partner with local 

associations. He congratulated employees celebrating anniversaries. They 

included Yolanda Montoya on 2 years; Jay Leibold on 2 years; Cheryl Vaughn on 

29 years; Sam Swann on 16 years; Tar Henderson on 7 years; David Englehart on 
38 years; Dag Sewell on 12 years; and Jay Hammond on 7 years. Sam Plumlee 

moved to approve the report. Mike Cannon seconded. Carried unanimously.  

 

Chairman Napier led in prayer for lunch and members were dismissed to 

committee meetings at 12:26 p.m.  

 

Plenary Session 2 

 

Chairman Mike Napier called the meeting to order at 5:39 p.m. The same 

members were present with the exception of Karen Comstock and Susie Teeters 

and the addition of Jim Bayne. There was a quorum present. Rusty Stewart moved 
to accept the absences of those that had notified the secretary of their absence. 

Sam Plumlee seconded. Carried unanimously.  

 

Chairman Napier led in prayer. 

 

Approval of Minutes: Troy Tudor moved to accept the April minutes. Cheston 

Fair seconded. Carried unanimously.  

 

Audit Report: Nick Loftis presented the 2022 audit report. He said that there 

were only two adjusting entries and two reclassifying journal entries. The report 

was an unmodified ñcleanò opinion, which was the highest level of assurance 

auditors could provide. Total assets were at $7,554,000, which was down about 
$500,000. Liabilities were consistent from 2021. Net assets were $6,282,000, a 

net loss of $549,000. Dean Turvaville moved to accept the report. Karen Cortese 

seconded. Carried unanimously. 
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Reports of Convention Entities 

 

NM Baptist Childrenôs Home: Steve Ballew presented the report in the absence 

of Serenity Richard. He said that the Childrenôs Home Board had voted at their 
July 7 meeting to remove the interim tag from Serenityôs title, making her the 

permanent executive director. He informed the board that work continued on the 

criminal investigation. He presented recommendations from their board for 

additional three terms to expire in 2026 for board members Phyllis Ivey of Raton 

First and Glennys Elliott of Socorro First. He also presented Colt Wetterman of 

Estancia First for a new three-year term to expire in 2026. They were still working 

to fill a position in the Northwestern part of the state. Rusty Stewart moved to 

accept the report. Sam Plumlee seconded. Carried unanimously.  Troy Tudor 

moved to accept the board nominations. Sam Plumlee seconded. Carried 

unanimously.   

 

New Mexico Baptist Foundation: Michael Summers presented the report. He 
said that the stock market was much improved. There was a 3.6 percent increase 

in the first quarter. Distributions were staying right on track. He presented a 

recommendation for returning board members Linda Dean of Farmington 

Emmanuel and John Loudat of Albuquerque First West for three-year terms 

expiring in 2026. He also recommended Chris Payton from Albuquerque 

Hoffmantown as a new member to a three-year term expiring in 2026. Sam 

Plumlee moved to accept the report. Manny Longoria seconded. Carried 

unanimously. Jim Pratt moved to accept the board nominations. Kevin Waldrop 

seconded. Carried unanimously.  

 

 

Reports of BCNM Teams 

 

People Groups Team: Shelly Lowman presented the report. She said they had 

heard reports from the six Hispanic church plants, which was up from four the 

previous year. There were also another four or five planters in the pipeline. There 

were 114 people at Hispanic Family Camp after three years of not meeting. There 

were 20 people that surrendered to service with seven men surrendering to church 

planting. Daniel Clymer had shared about a man interested in planting a Native 

church in Thoreau. There were 158 people at Indian Family Camp and several of 

the interns had stepped into leadership positions. Ricardo had said there were 15 

churches that reported from the Spring Simultaneous Revivals. There were 467 

lost people that attended with 50 salvations resulting in 12 baptisms and 5 other 
requests for baptism. There were 19 rededications and 10 other decisions.  
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Missions Mobilization Team: Sam Plumlee presented the report. He showed the 

poster for the 2023 State Mission Offering and shared that the theme would be 

ñFollow Me.ò They were helping to fund 13 church plants and two replants. They 

were looking at several other potential plants including an Asian Indian church in 

Albuquerque and an English-speaking church in Taos. Through the end of June, 
church plants had reported 34 salvations and 19 baptisms. There were 58 IMB 

missionaries with New Mexico ties on the field. Through Disaster Relief Region 

1, Western states with Disaster Relief ministries had adopted the Asian Pacific 

Rim when disasters happened. DR volunteers had served in Rotan, Texas; 

Sapulpa, Oklahoma; Inlow Baptist Camp cook teams; Springer, Albuquerque and 

Tinian.  

 

Leadership Development Team: Karen Cortese presented the report. She said 

that they were almost through with camps for the year. Childrenôs camp numbers 

were up. There were 149 at Inlow and 106 at Sivells. Two decisions were made 

between the two camps, but the emphasis was on discipleship. Sunday School 

training tours were scheduled for August 17 in Central Baptist Association, 
August 19 in Mountain Valley Association, August 24 in San Juan Association 

and September 23 in Pecos Valley Association. Jay had reported from Sivells that 

the current food services director would not be returning the next summer. 

September 30 would be Sivellsô 60th anniversary. Major projects at Sivells were 

the A-Frame and the dining hall. Clay had reported from Inlow that three of them 

would be going to North Carolina soon. North Carolina had been providing 

mission teams at Inlow for several years and had adopted Inlow as their major 

mission emphasis. They would be going to promote Inlow. Their major projects 

included getting approval for the new well and re-lining the storage tank. Sam had 

shared that there were 20 salvations, 14 surrender to vocational ministries and 

several other re-dedications during StuCamps. He had also shared a story of how 
the mission project for camp had been The New Mexico Baptist Childrenôs Home. 

During one of the final celebrations, as he shared about the offering, students 

began to come to the altar and give additional money. A student attending the 

camp from Portales First who was a resident at the Home said that she had no idea 

that people cared for them so much.  

  
Information Services Team: Carlos Tapia presented the report. He said that they 

had welcomed Brittany Barrett to their team as the new ministry assistant. They 

were working on a plan to shift toward putting digital operations first by the end 

of the year. The newspaper would continue to be printed once a month. Kevin and 
Susan Parker had attended the SBC in New Orleans and he would report on that 

in the July issue.    

 

Evangelism/Discipleship Team: Troy Tudor presented the report. He shared 

about the tragedy at Western New Mexico University with the death of Collegiate 
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Director Steve Timmons. There was a group of volunteers that would be picking 

up the responsibilities there until another director could be secured. He also asked 

for prayer for students that would soon be returning to classes. Rick Brittain had 

reported that the Springer replant had been going for five weeks. All the churches 

in that region were working well together. There were three pastorless churches 
in that area and one that was about to be. Tar had said that The Shepherdôs Retreat 

would be August 4-6 at Sivells and Stan Albright would be the guest speaker.  The 

State Fair outreach opportunity would be September 7-17. Training for the event 

was scheduled for August 22. 

 

Special Committee Reports 

 

Policy/Personnel Committee: No report. 

 

Property/Finance Committee: No Report 

 

Old Business: None 
 

New Business: None 

 

Board Time with Steve Ballew: Steve thanked board members for attending. He 

asked them take the audit seriously as it belonged to them. He asked them also to 

be praying about new officers that would be elected in the September meeting.  

 

Manny Longoria moved to adjourn and Mike Cannon seconded. The motion 

carried unanimously and the meeting was adjourned with prayer by Rusty 

Stewart at 6:48 p.m. 

 
Minutes of the 

State Mission Board 

The Baptist Convention of New Mexico 

Plenary Session 1 

Baptist Building 

September 18, 2023 

 

Chairman Mike Napier called the meeting to order at 11:30 a.m. Secretary Nancy 

Faucett called roll. Members present included Jim Bayne, Ben Campbell, Mike 

Cannon, Cheston Fair, Manny Longoria, Shelly Lowman, Rob McIntosh, Mike 

Napier, Ira Pinkston, Sam Plumlee, James Pratt, Reed Redus, Salvador Rodriguez, 

Rusty Stewart, Todd Sullens, Carlos Tapia, Ilene Taylor, Susie Teeters, Troy 
Tudor and Dean Turvaville. There was a quorum present.  
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Members that had notified the secretary of their absence were Mark Ashley, Karen 

Comstock, Karen Cortese, Pete Crook, Lamar Morin, Kevin Waldrop and Mark 

Whittington. Matt Celoria and Luis Rios was also absent. Kip Vaughn had 

resigned from the board and Sung Youn had been removed from the board. 

 

Guests present included Stephen Baum of First Baptist Church of West 

Albuquerque and 1st Vice-President of the Convention.  

 

Ben Campbell brought a devotional from 1 Kings 19:13-18.  

 

Lead Missionaryôs Report: Lead Missionary Steve Ballew presented his report. 

He said that Article VI of the Baptist Faith and Message 2000 is on the church 

and he referred specifically to the word ñautonomous.ò He explained the meaning 

of the word ñautonomousò and said that all Southern Baptist churches are 

independent, self-governing, autonomous congregations. One of the national 

partners, he felt, had a lawsuit dismissed by the presiding judge using an argument 

that undercuts the very foundations of this autonomous structure. Therefore, he 
had attached his name to a letter to the Executive Committee of the Southern 

Baptist Convention (letter in permanent file) asking them to consider filing an 

amicus brief with the appellant court to correct the erroneous understanding of 

SBC life. He felt the board deserved to know what he had done on the off chance 

that complications resulted.  

 

He thanked State Mission Board members who would be completing their service 

on the board. They were Mark Ashley, Karen Comstock, Karen Cortese, Shelly 

Lowman, Sam Plumlee, Ilene Taylor and Kip Vaughn.  

 

He congratulated BCNM staff celebrating anniversaries. They were Toni Warner 
on 18 years, Katy Parker on 2 years, Melissa Lamb on 2 years, Kim Treece on 15 

years, Matt Thackerson on 2 years, Clay Pope on 3 years and Nancy Faucett on 

37 years. He also said that Cricket Pairett would be retiring on November 15.  

 

Jim Pratt moved to approve the report. Manny Longoria seconded. Carried 

unanimously.  

 

Chairman Napier led in prayer for lunch and members were dismissed to 

committee meetings at 11:53 a.m.  

 

Plenary Session 2 

 
Chairman Mike Napier called the meeting to order at 5:22 p.m. The same 

members were present. There was a quorum present. Sam Plumlee moved to 
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accept the absences of those that had notified the secretary of their absence. Mike 

Cannon seconded. Carried unanimously.  

 

Scott Richard, husband of Serenity Richard, was welcomed as a guest. 

 
Mike Napier led in prayer. 

 

Approval of Minutes: Ilene Taylor moved to accept the July minutes. Mike 

Cannon seconded. Carried unanimously.  

 

Reports of Convention Entities 

 

NM Baptist Childrenôs Home: Serenity Richard presented the report. She said 

that they were celebrating that one of their young men had recently been baptized 

in their swimming pool. His family attended, which was an added blessing. 

Another of their girls had recently given her life to Christ. Several of the children 

had shown chickens at the County Fair and brought home several awards. They 
had contracted with accounting professionals to draft new accounting policies in 

order to be up to non-profit accounting and transparency standards. In addition, 

they were inquiring about accreditation through Evangelical Council for Financial 

Accountability (ECFA). She brought a recommendation that Sharon Deal of 

Farmington Emmanuel be elected to a one-year term on their board. Troy Tudor 

moved to approve the recommendation. Shelly Lowman seconded. Carried 

unanimously. Manny Longoria moved to accept the report. Mike Cannon 

seconded. Carried unanimously.   

 

New Mexico Baptist Foundation: Michael Summers presented the report. As of 

June 30, 2023, the Foundation had distributed $655,950 to beneficiaries, which 
included The Childrenôs Home, The Baptist Convention Missions Division, the 

International Mission Board, the North American Mission Board, Christian 

Challenge student work in NM and numerous NM Scholarship recipients. Total 

assets under management as of that date were $52,163,911, a 6.18 percent 

increase since 2022. Dean Turvaville moved to accept the report. Sam Plumlee 

seconded. Carried unanimously.  

 

Steve Ballew took a moment to tell of a story that ran that day in the Albuquerque 

Journal of one of the board members, Salvador Rodriguez, that had been 

recognized by Sandia National Labs as Engineer of the Year. Sal shared that he 

gave all the glory to God. 

 
Reports of BCNM Teams 
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Leadership Development Team: Todd Sullens presented the report. He said that 

Sam Swann had taken a new role as associate pastor of Las Cruces Calvary. All 

scheduled youth events would continue as scheduled. J Hammond had reported 

to them that they had experienced several flash floods at Sivells. They needed 

volunteers to help with clean-up. J also announced that he had submitted his 
resignation as manager. They also needed an assistant manager and a food 

services manager. Katy had reported on three Sunday School Trainings that had 

taken place. She also said that Megapalooza was the previous weekend.  

 

Evangelism/Discipleship Team: Troy Tudor presented the report. He said that 

David Englehart had presented a report to their team meeting. He said that Cade 

Yost was serving as interim director at the Western New Mexico University 

Christian Challenge. He was also a part-time associate at NMSU. The Christian 

Challenge Fall Retreat was scheduled for the next weekend. He said that Rick 

Brittain had reported on Derek and Valerie Karl, who were involved in a 

revitalization of Springer First. The New Mexico State Fair was complete. There 

were 108 volunteers from 29 churches, up from the previous year. There were 
three salvations, four known church connections and 1,690 diaper changes. The 

team rebranded the former Bivocational Pastorôs and Family Retreat to the 

Shepherdôs Retreat. The retreat was held August 4-6 at Sivells Baptist Camp and 

64 people attended.  

 

People Groups Team: Shelly Lowman presented the report. She said that there 

were currently six church planters. They included Stephen Soto at Farmington 

Generation, Oscar Rocha at Albuquerque Casa de Oracion, Jordan Rivera at 

Albuquerque Iglesia de Cristo, Arturo Villa at Portales Iglesia es la Puerta, Juan 

Mendoza at Alamogordo Jesus el Buen Pastor and Juan Vasquez at Chaparral 

Aqua de Vida. There were another four men in the pipeline and 10 other possible 
candidates. The Kaleidoscope Kultural Festival was held at Albuquerque Sandia 

September 9. There were approximately 250 people present with 12 tables set up. 

There were testimonies, singing and a lot of different food representing different 

people groups.  

  
Missions Mobilization Team: Sam Plumlee presented the report. He said that 

Matt Thackerson shared some reports from the IMB. There were 173,451 people 

dying daily without Christ. There were 48 people a day in New Mexico dying 

without Christ. He said there was a mission team from Portales going to Latvia. 

There was another possible partnership with Brazil and Central Asia. He said that 
they were heavily promoting the State Missions Offering and asked board 

members to encourage their churches to give to the offering. Most of the money 

for church planting came from the State Missions Offering. He said that Ed Green 

had reported on a new clean up and recovery trailer in Ruidoso. They had a two-

day chaplain class and there would be others in the future. There was a new 
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disaster relief website. He said that Cricket had reported that there were 200,000 

people fed through the NM hunger ministry.  

 

Information Services Team: Carlos Tapia presented the report. He said that the 

team continued to produce monthly 16-page, color issues of the Baptist New 
Mexican. They also continued to publish news through the online news portal at 

GoBNM.com. The latest edition was a special edition that highlighted the State 

Missions Offering. There were two information webinars planned, October 26 and 

December 7. He presented a recommendation to approve a transition of the 

Baptist New Mexican from print to digital only after March 2024 contingent on 

the passing of the 2024 budget. The recommendation carried unanimously.  

 

Special Committee Reports 

 

Policy/Personnel Committee: Reed Redus presented the report. He presented a 

recommendation to make an exception to the Policy Manualôs section regarding 

Employment and Supervision that states that no members of immediate family are 
eligible for employment. They were asking to be able to consider hiring two 

Christian Challenge employees that had immediate family working in other areas 

of the BCNM. The recommendation carried unanimously. He said there were 

three open positions at the Baptist Building. A ministry assistant to the Missions 

Mobilization Team, a ministry assistant (who would also serve as the receptionist) 

to the People Groups Team and an additional staff person in the Baptist New 

Mexican.  

 

Property/Finance Committee: Troy Tudor chaired the meeting while Mike 

Napier presented a recommendation that the proposed 2024 budget of 

$4,236,448 be approved and sent to the State Convention for approval. The 

recommendation was unanimously approved.  

 

Old Business: None 

 

New Business:  

 

Election of Officers: Mike Napier entertained nominations for chairman of the 

board. Troy Tudor nominated Reed Redus. Dean Turvaville seconded. Mike 

Cannon moved that nominations cease and Reed be elected by acclamation. 

Cheston Fair seconded. The motion to cease nominations carried unanimously. 

The motion to elect Reed Redus carried unanimously.  

 

Mike Napier entertained nominations for vice-chairman. Shelly Lowman 

nominated Carlos Tapia. Dean Turvaville seconded. Troy Tudor moved that 

nominations cease and Carlos be elected by acclamation. Cheston Fair seconded. 
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The motion to cease nominations carried unanimously. The motion to elect 

Carlos Tapia as vice-chairman carried unanimously.   

 

Board Time with Steve Ballew: Steve thanked board members again for making 

an effort to attend meetings. He also reiterated the appeal to promote the State 
Missions Offering and led in prayer.   

 

Cheston Fair moved to adjourn and Mike Cannon seconded. The motion carried 

unanimously and the meeting was adjourned at 6:25 p.m.  

 

Minutes of the 

State Mission Board 

The Baptist Convention of New Mexico 

Zoom Call 

November 6, 2023 

 

Chairman Reed Redus called the meeting to order at 10:02 a.m. Secretary Nancy 
Faucett called roll. Members present included Stephen Baum, Jim Bayne, Eunice 

Begaye, Cal Blackwell, Ben Campbell, Mike Cannon, Matt Celoria, Pete Crook, 

Cheston Fair, Nelda Francis, Duane Gray, Graciela Guel, Stephanie Guerrero, 

Mike Napier, Rob McIntosh, Ira Pinkston, James Pratt, Reed Redus, Luis Rios, 

Salvador Rodriguez, Rusty Stewart, Todd Sullens, Carlos Tapia, Susie Teeters, 

Troy Tudor and Kevin Waldrop and Mark Whittington. There was a quorum 

present.  

 

Mark Christesson, Juanita Fierro, Manny Longoria and Dean Turvaville were 

absent.  

 
President Stephen Baum opened in prayer. Chairman Redus entertained a motion 

to move into Executive Session. Carlos Tapia moved to go into Executive 

Session. Mike Napier seconded. Carried unanimously. 

 

Mike Cannon moved to leave Executive Session. Rusty Stewart seconded. 

Carried unanimously. 

 

At the September board meeting, Lead Missionary Steve Ballew had reported to 

the board that he had signed a letter with two other current state convention 

executive directors and one former state convention executive director. It was to 

the Executive Committee of the SBC and was a request in regard to the court case 

of Will McRaney vs. NAMB, asking the Executive Committee to clarify with the 
court how Baptist polity worked. The letter had no response from the Executive 

Committee. Therefore, the original signers, along with several other current and 
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past Baptist leaders, put together an amicus brief that clarified Baptist polity to 

the court.  

 

Chairman Redus entertained a motion that the BCNM State Mission Board sign 

onto the amicus brief through Executive Director Steve Ballew. Rusty Stewart 
moved to do so. Rob McIntosh seconded. Carried unanimously.  

 

Susie Teeters moved to adjourn. Mike Cannon seconded. Carried unanimously. 

Chairman Redus closed the meeting with prayer at 11:08 a.m. 
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Staff Reports 
 

A Word From Steve 
 

ñBut God.ò  There are times in all of our lives that we need God to interrupt.  
Or, to intercede.  Or, to intercept.  Or, to show up. Without ñBut Godò 
moments we are left to our own devises, plans and strategies. There are 
too many situations and circumstances where we are insufficient.   
 
Sometimes, there are difficulties that we would never ask God to allow into 
our lives. However, sometimes, these struggles are the ñBut Godò 
moments.  Later in life, Joseph came to realize that all that he had suffered 
was actually a series of ñBut Godò moments so that God could position 
him to provide salvation for his extended family. God has plans for even 
our worst experiences. 
 
Sometimes, we are cornered by life and need a rescue. If it was not for 
ñBut Godò moments, David would have been handed over to Saul. Godôs 
protection extends into impossible situations. 
 
This life is a series of transformative moments in which God desires to 
make us more and more like Jesus.  Peterôs prejudices were overwhelmed 
by a ñBut Godò moment.  God specializes in putting us into uncomfortable 
circumstances to create His character within us. 
 
Paul was downcast, and God provided a ñBut Godò moment when He sent 
Titus to comfort. Sometimes, for some people, we become Godôs ñBut 
Godò moment. 
 
And, the most dramatic ñBut Godò moment happened in a tomb area 
outside Jerusalem.  All looked lost, ñBut God raised him from the deadò 
(Acts 13:30 CSB).  Resurrection?  Nobody expected it.  But God.   
 
There are so many ñBut Godò moments in scripture.  Throughout our lives, 
there are series of ñBut Godò moments.  My prayer for you is that you have 
experienced the most important ñBut Godò moment.  ñBut God, who is rich 
in mercy, because of his great love that he had for us, made us alive with 
Christ even though we were dead in trespassesò (Ephesians 2:4 CSB).   
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My struggle is that only a small percentage of New Mexicans have 
experienced this ñBut Godò moment leading to life.  I wonder, are we willing 
to sacrifice whatever it takes to create ñBut Godò moments for all New 
Mexicans? 
 
Every man. Every woman. Every boy. Every girl. They all deserve to hear 
the gospel. Those opportunities ought to be the driving force behind all 
that we do. All that we do as individual followers of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
All that we do as we gather together to form local church families. All that 
we do as a convention of churches.   
 
No single follower of Christ, no single local church, no single convention 
can take the gospel to all the peoples. Thatôs the beauty of cooperative 
missions. Together, guided by the Holy Spirit, we can accomplish the task.  
God can, and will, provide for that which He commands. And, He does 
command that we, ñGo into all the world and preach the gospel to all 
creationò (Mark 1:15 CSB).  
 
The task of sharing with every man, woman, boy and girl does not belong 
to a state convention.  It is a commission given to the churches.  However, 
BCNM deeply desires to be the collaborator that helps you partner 
together to fulfill this task in your communities.   
 
This is an enormous task. It will take all of us to see it to completion. But 
can you imagine a day, not too far in the future, when the only way we find 
someone in New Mexico who has not yet heard the gospel is that new 
neighbor moving in from out of state? That new non-resident student 
moving into your dorm? That new coworker who just transferred in from 
across the country?   
 
As we gather for our Annual Meeting, letôs celebrate our ñBut Godò 
moments together.  Letôs celebrate in worship-filled thanksgiving for what 
God has done.  Letôs also gather to commit.  Commit to being used by God 
to create ñBut Godò moments all across our state.  In every community.  In 
every neighborhood.  For every man.  For every woman.  For every boy.  
For every girl.   
 
That all may hear.   
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Evangelism/Discipleship Team 
 
The Evangelism and Discipleship Team consists of Tar Henderson, 

Smaller Membership and Rural Church Consultant; Rick Brittain, Northern 

Regional Missionary; Cheryl Vaughn, Ministry Assistant; and David 

Englehart, Director, Christian Challenge. Our team has worked diligently 

this year to provide churches with conferences, training events, 

evangelism opportunities, and valuable resources. The team offered 

multiple retreats, two of which provided equipping in the area of 

evangelism and discipleship. The other retreat focused on encouraging 

pastors and their families with opportunities to connect with other ministry 

families. It has been a good year where we have seen God at work in 

transforming lives, deepening the level of spiritual maturity in others, and 

witnessing some churches grow healthier. Our team is grateful for the 

privilege of serving the New Mexico Baptist churches and leaders. May 

the Lord continue to bless New Mexico Baptists and keep us focused on 

the Great Commission. Thank you for your gifts to the Cooperative 

Program, which supports Advancing Godôs Kingdom.  

 

Tracts and Resources 

This year, your Evangelism Discipleship Team has provided over 10,000 

evangelism tracts in English, 2,300 in Spanish, and another 4,000 Native 

American tracts. There were also 150 Evangecubes, another helpful 

evangelism tool, given to churches. Over the course of the year, churches 

received more than 500 English Bibles, 152 Spanish translations, 25 

Native American Bibles, and many New Testaments. The team supplied 

other resources like; 60 New Beginnings Booklets, 50 Bridges & Barriers, 

and books on evangelism and discipleship to aid churches in their 

evangelism, outreach events, and discipleship efforts. In addition, NAMB 

provided a copy of the book ñThe Gospel Invitationò for every BCNM lead 

pastor that are being distributed by the EDT staff.  

 

World Changers was hosted by churches in Western Association again 

during 2023. Ministry was accomplished on homes and churches around 

the Gallup area through the partnership of local churches, donations and 

the BCNM. World Changers teams have been sent out from Gallup to 

repair homes for needy families since 1999. In these 24 years, there have 

been 220+ projects completed for individuals and families in need.  
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The team continues to have a good number of churches who are taking 

advantage of evangelism funds, being proactive in personal evangelism 

efforts, community outreach, or other evangelism opportunities. One of 

those success stories comes in the Tri-Area Association, where Pastor 

Dean Turvaville and his wife Dezra, have been leading the efforts of 

reviving Sandia Baptist Church in Clovis. The church gave away 400 

backpacks filled with school supplies for children at their local elementary 

school. Director of Missions for Tri-Area, Dave McFadden, with a host of 

Tri-Area churches, have supported this work prayerfully, financially, and 

physically during this past year. Some of the churches have been there to 

help them do needed repairs around the church, pack the backpacks, and 

help with the backpack giveaway event. The church is seeing God bless 

them in increasing numbers at the church, as well as engagement in the 

community.  

 

There is also an increasing number of our Hispanic churches, through 

Ricardo Rivera and Mario Navarroôs leadership, who are partnering with 

BCNM to engage in simultaneous revivals and evangelism events. Each 

of these partnerships afforded churches the resources needed to reach 

more people with the gospel. In addition to the evangelism funds, there 

has also been an increased usage of the sports trailer. The trailer was 

used over 10 times during the year, with a couple of churches using it on 

multiple occasions for their outreach events. If you or your church have 

any questions about any of the resources we offer, or services that we 

provide, please contact Cheryl Vaughn at (505) 924-2314.   

 

Revitalization Conferences:  

The team had the privilege of hosting two Revive Conferences at the close 

of 2022, in partnership with Blackaby Ministries International and the North 

American Mission Board. Dr. Richard Blackaby, President of BMI, and Dr. 

Mark Clifton, Senior Director of NAMB Replant, led these two conferences, 

which focused on revitalizing churches. One conference was held at 

Sandia Baptist Church in Albuquerque and the other was at Calvary 

Baptist Church in Las Cruces.    

 

The conferences were geared for all churches; including, small/large, 

healthy/struggling, rural/city ï and were open to pastors and church 

members interested in learning more about what Christ desires for the 

future of His people. The conferences were designed to provide a setting 

for worshiping the Lord, as well as gleaning sound biblical truths, and 
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receiving some practical applications. They both provided a blessing and 

benefit to those who attended. We look forward to continuing to provide 

quality conferences and necessary resources for churches that desire to 

see Christ working to bring life and transformation to their church, and to 

their community.     

 

New Mexico Evangelism Conference: 

The 2023 New Mexico Evangelism Conference was a success. Attendees 

were blessed by worship sessions, led by Evidence, and encouraged by 

Willie McLaurin, Jamie Dew, Bryan Galloway, and Henry Phan. On 

Tuesday afternoon, the breakout session leaders challenged and 

equipped participants. There were 110 churches represented by those 

attending from all over the state. There were 325 individuals who pre-

registered for this this yearôs conference, while another 165 joined the 

conference as walk-ins. There were 250 in attendance on Tuesday 

morning and 255 on Tuesday evening, with the high attendance being on 

Monday night with 355. Tuesday afternoon breakout sessions had a total 

of 213 in the first session and 219 in attendance during the second 

session.   

 

Overall, the NMEC was a great conference to provide some networking 

opportunities, be encouraged with fellowship, and be equipped for the 

work of evangelism. We would definitely like to thank the staff at Sandia 

Baptist Church for being such great hosts. Plans for the 2024 conference 

are already in progress. We would love for you to save the dates for 2024, 

February 26-27.   

 

Evangelism and Discipleship Retreats: 

The team hosted two Pastorôs Retreat and Conferences in 2023. The first 

was held at Inlow Baptist Camp on April 21-22. There were 16 men who 

attended. David Brittain joined our EDT staff, Rick Brittain and Tar 

Henderson, to equip these pastors and leaders in the area of fundamental 

discipleship. Several pastors requested more information and training to 

continue the discipleship practices at their local church. The second retreat 

was held at Sivells Baptist Camp on May 19-20. There were 30 men in 

attendance. Two other presenters, Alan Stoddard and Philip Smith, joined 

BCNM staff, Rick Brittain and Tar Henderson. These two retreats proved 

to be of value to the pastors.    
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Shepherds Retreat: 

The team rebranded the former Bivocational Pastorôs and Family Retreat, 

to its new name, Shepherds Retreat. This yearôs retreat was held at Sivells 

Baptist Camp on August 4-6 and 64 people attended. The retreat featured 

Stan and Joanie Albright, who provided the messages and led the 

breakout sessions. Also, our very special guests, Masterôs Voice, led 

worship services and provided a great concert on Saturday evening.  

 

In addition to all of the great worship, messages, and music, there were 

also fun times for the entire family. Evenings were filled with ice cream 

fellowships and smores by the campfire, while Saturday offered a corn 

hole tournament and crafts for the ladies. The wonderful Sivells staff 

provided great meals and care to the pastors and their families throughout 

the weekend. The retreat allowed the ministerôs families an opportunity to 

be refreshed in the beautiful mountain setting at Sivells, while connecting 

with some old friends and making some new ones. This retreat was made 

possible by the generous gifts to Missions New Mexico.  

 

New Mexico State Fair Ministry 

The 2023 New Mexico State Fair ministry was September 7-17, and the 

BCNM will once again took part. Volunteers engaged in ministry through 

our Nursing Momôs and Diaper Changing booths. There were over 75 

individuals who volunteered for this unique ministry. It is our prayer that 

the Lord used this ministry and these volunteers to show His love to others 

and share the gospel.  

 

Northern Regional Missionary Report 

Ministry in the North has continued to be a blessing. Weôve had strong 

stability among pastors, with only one pastor moving away this year 

(though there were a couple of retirements). Weôve seen a number of 

churches grow in evangelism, with several celebrating baptism for the first 

time in a long time, and others reaching more people than in recent years. 

Church plant and replant efforts are thriving and the anticipated new work 

in Taos is coming to fruition. I see fellowship and shared ministry efforts 

growing in both NEBA and SdCBA. Pastors are helping one another and 

involving their church folks more than Iôve seen in my time here. SdCBA 

will have a real live annual meeting celebration for the first time in a 

number of years! Our block party trailer stayed busier this summer than it 

has in my memory.  
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In other aspects of my work, we continue to see churches engage in 

equipping for evangelism and disciple-making. Weôre training pastors from 

all over the state in these two areas. This training is absolutely bearing 

fruit. Pastors continue to ñwant in on it.ò  Iôve had many opportunities to 

preach, lead worship, consult, equip, train and encourage both in the north 

and around the state. Praise God and thank you for allowing me to do this 

work.  

 

Rick Brittain 

 

Other Activities 

This has been an exciting year seeing God at work. There are a few 

churches seeing God revive their churches and a number of other 

churches experiencing salvations and baptisms for the first time in a while.      

 

I had the privilege of traveling the state to consult with church leadership 

during pastoral transitions, equip leaders in evangelism training, lead 

Sunday School training sessions, and consult with churches on church 

revitalization. I took advantage of meeting with our Western State 

Directors of Evangelism in Clovis, California to share ideas and learn more 

about how we can resource our churches for the Great Commission task.      

 

In addition to all of the teamôs conferences, retreats, trainings, and events, 

I have had the joy and privilege of preaching Godôs word in many of our 

churches.  

 

Thank you, New Mexico Baptists, for allowing the Evangelism and 

Discipleship Team to serve you.  

 

For Godôs glory, 

 

Tar Henderson,  

Evangelism Discipleship Team Leader 
 

Christian Challenge 
Local Campus Ministry Reports 

ñSTORIES FROM THE FRONT LINESò 

David Englehart, State Collegiate Director 

 
Annual Report ï October 2023 
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WESTERN NEW MEXICO UNIVERSITY ï Silver City 

Steve Timmons served as the director of Christian Challenge at WNMU from 

2011 to 2023. He was tragically shot and killed while mountain biking on June 

26, 2023. Steve served faithfully and fruitfully in seeking to reach the WNMU 
campus with the gospel. He had the determination and resilience to fight hard, on 

his knees, and through personal influence to see students come to faith in Jesus. 

He had a sweet and meaningful connection with many international students over 

the years. He also poured himself into serving and reaching the athletic 

community at Western. His heart for missions led him to become deeply involved 

in spring break efforts on the Navajo reservation. He and his wife, Ann, were a 

beloved part of the Christian Challenge/Baptist Campus Ministry family in New 

Mexico and throughout the nation. 

 

Currently, Cade Yost is serving as the part-time interim director of WNMU 

Christian Challenge. An effort has been initiated to find qualified candidates to 

consider for the position of full-time director. 
 

EASTERN NEW MEXICO UNIVERSITY ï Portales, Dag Sewell, Director 

Last semester, Diane Frazier, who does mission trips to Kenya periodically, came 

by from University Baptist Church and put a request on our bulletin board for a 

nursery worker. I also mentioned it at our meetings. It seems there have not been 

any college students at UBC for quite a while, which has really bothered me. 

About the same time, several African students have come to ENMU, and a couple 

of them asked about that position. I encouraged them to call Diane. The church 

hired at least one girl, and I didnôt hear much more about it. Earlier this month, 

someone said they went to UBC, and saw and heard that around seven African 

students were regularly attending the morning service and often joining the church 
folks for lunch! 

 

SAN JUAN COLLEGE ï Farmington, Randi Lash, Director 

Avery gave His life to Christ! We met Avery August 19th while helping students 

move into the dorms here at San Juan College.  We got to meet with him several 

times and he was very clearly looking for truth. He would say things like, ñI want 

to believe in the Christian God, but Iôm not sure.ò He is a very deep thinker, and 

has a lot of questions, so every time we got to hang out with him, we answered 

one question at a time the best we could according to Scripture and our 

understanding of it.  

 

On August 29th, we had a Bible study going over part of chapter 11 and all of 
chapter 12 of Genesis looking at the start of Abrahamôs faith journey. After we 

went through some of the bigger ideas of the chapter, we went through all the 

cross references we could that tied to the New Testament. As we were going 
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through that, you could see on Averyôs face that something wasnôt right. He 

looked like something clicked for him and that wasnôt a good thing. After the 

Bible study, Jason was asking him how he was feeling, and he told him that while 

he was at the Bible study something felt like it was telling him to leave because 

what was being said was bad or dangerous or something. He wasnôt too sure. We 
talked about it a little more and Jason explained to him what spiritual warfare was, 

and that it is obvious that the devil would not want him to pursue Christianity. 

One of the verses we talked about was Hebrews 11:13 where it talks about all of 

us being sojourners on the earth. This verse really stood out to Avery because if 

thatôs true, then he thought nothing matters and life has no meaning. That means 

the worldview Avery had held onto through his whole life up to this point would 

be wrong. He and Jason picked apart for over an hour or so of talking about that 

and just answering his questions. Jason asked if Avery wanted to make that 

commitment to follow Jesus as his Savior and Lord. He said yes, but then he said 

he felt like he couldnôt make that decision until he believed perfectly. Jason then 

explained salvation and sanctification to him and the truth that no one is perfect, 

but instead of you trying to get to that level on your own, submit to God and let 
Him come and work it out inside of you. It was then that you could see it all click, 

the Holy Spirit had spoken to him, and he said he wanted to do it. So, Jason made 

sure he knew what he was deciding and that he knew who Jesus was and what He 

did on the cross and after. Then Avery told God his decision and asked Him to be 

his Lord. We rejoiced and then he went inside because it was late. Now is the 

crucial part, the follow up! 

 

UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO ï Albuquerque, Jay Leibold, Director 

The first week of the spring '23 semester, Mike walks into our Thursday night 

Bible study called Paradigm. We got coffee the following day, assuming that 

Mike was a believer. During our talk, he said he had started going to a local 
Baptist church and what it looked like to actually follow Jesus, not just make a 

profession of faith. The conversation ended with me asking Mike if he had ever 

put his trust and faith in the works and promises of Jesus. He said yes, I prayed 

for him, and we went our way.  

 

Two weeks later, I met up with Mike again. He wanted to confess to me that 

before we met, he didn't really know what it meant to follow Jesus. He said that it 

seemed like an impossible task, but after our discussion, hearing the gospel again 

and going to church, he put his trust and faith in Jesus! Mike was now born again, 

walking by the Spirit, and seeking to follow Jesus in faith and obedience. Mike 

was finally baptized at his church right before the fall semester started!  

 
The story doesn't end! For Easter, Mike took his East Asian friend, Lee, to church 

with him. Lee started reading the Bible for the first time with Mike this summer 

and attending church together regularly. The first week of the fall semester, after 
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reading through the book of Luke and talking about how good Jesus is, Lee 

accepted Jesus as his Lord. 

 

Praise the Lord for what he is doing in Mike's life. Pray for his continued faith in 

Jesus and his love for others to grow! Pray for Lee! Pray that his decision to follow 
Jesus was true and real. Pray for Lee as he moves towards baptism. 

 

NEW MEXICO HIGHLANDS UNIVERSITY ï Las Vegas, Jonathan Bull, 

Director 

One of the most significant recent stories was from a student named Thomas. 

Thomas has been at NMHU for four years now, and he has often been attending 

our New Heart Worship Service on Thursday nights. His first year here, I met 

with him one-on-one and shared the gospel with him. Despite not really knowing 

any of the gospel, he insisted that he was a Christian. I took him through what 

discipleship was and he flat out said he was not interested. He attended regularly, 

but did not lead a life that was consistent with following Jesus. At Leadership 

Training Conference 2022 at Sivells, he started to get a clear internal indicator 

that he wasnôt following the Lord, or he at least didnôt believe things that were 

consistent with the Bible. He questioned Jake and me for the whole trip home on 

a variety of topics. After that summer, we noticed a significant change in Thomasô 

thought process. He started having a great desire to see sin die in his life. He began 

to believe true things about scripture. He even began meeting with Jake for 

discipleship. The biggest change was in his relationship with women. He used to 

merely pursue his carnal desires and didnôt see how that was wrong. However, he 

has since changed in that area completely. He avoided being in any relationships, 

as he had only pursued sinfulness in them. He has taken discipleship very 

seriously. He had a class last semester where he was significantly confronted 

about his faith each class and with most assignments. Instead of hiding his faith, 

he made his belief a focal point in all of the papers he wrote. All in all, I think 

Thomasô story is significant because it shows how God can use a stable and 

consistent Christian ministry on a campus. Not everyone understands the gospel 

quickly. In fact, sometimes itôs in Godôs design that for some it takes many years. 

There is an immense joy to get to be a part of a ministry that is engaged with a 

student from the beginning part to the end of that journey. 

NEW MEXICO TECH ï Socorro, Garrett White, Director 

This summer, I had the opportunity to talk more with a student who had been 

coming to Christian Challenge events every now and then earlier this year. He is 

not a professing believer in Christ, but he has shown interest. He and I spoke about 

his spiritual background and why he is interested in coming to our Bible studies. 

A particularly active member of our group has been inviting him, almost 

relentlessly, sharing the gospel with him and even giving him an ESV study Bible 
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to read. He told me that he came to our large group study one night in the spring 

of this year when we were discussing the story of Noah in Genesis and he was 

terribly confused about the study. He leaned over to the student that invited him, 

asking for an explanation, but he said the explanation he received was just as 

confusing. He told me that, at that moment, he realized he had to figure out what 
all this was about. Heôs been coming quite regularly since the summer ended and 

even begun coming with his girlfriend, who is also very interested in learning 

more about the Bible and exploring her faith. It has warmed my heart to see his 

continued interest and we pray that God will continue opening his mind and 

softening his heart to the gospel. The seeds are planted and God has blessed us 

with the chance to continue watering. 

 

NEW MEXICO JUNIOR COLLEGE and UNIVERSITY OF THE 

SOUTHWEST ï Hobbs, Gage Kenney, Director 

Last spring was my first semester as director of Christian Challenge. It was a 

season of growing and getting to know my campus. It was more prep work and 

cutting through red tape to ensure that I was not only able to meet with students 
on campus, but also just have the ability to walk campus for prayer and sharing 

the gospel. This fall, I have gotten approval that I can meet and walk campus. I 

have a meeting place set for every week where a Bible study will be held. I have 

had many people introduced to me so that I could look further into the college and 

extend my reach. One such example of this is my meeting the person in charge of 

the Pantry at NMJC. This is a place that gives food out to everyone, but more 

specifically the students who come from other countries. She gave me insight on 

how to meet and reach them by coming by the pantry or talking with some of them 

in meetings. I also have been given the opportunity to feed the international 

students at Thanksgiving and Christmas. This is a time I'm specifically targeting, 

as this is when people tend to be at their loneliest and most vulnerable. This will 
allow me to fill an area or time in their hearts with the love of Christ. I will feed 

them, present the Gospel and show them Godly love. This is just one of the small 

examples of opportunities I have had this fall semester. 

 

NEW MEXICO STATE UNIVERSITY ï Las Cruces, David Englehart, 

Director 

Over the past year, Christian Challenge at NMSU has seen 30 students put their 

faith in Jesus as Savior. There are so many stories! Our students in Challenge have 

been faithful to not only learn how to share the gospel effectively, but also to train 

other students to do so. In the process, we have heard 290 stories of gospel 

conversations that were initiated by Challenge students and staff. The Lord has 

consistently demonstrated His sovereignty in opening doors for the gospel. Hereôs 
one of those stories: 
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ñHey y'all! We went out on campus today to share the gospel and we got to talk 

to Julian, who is a freshman majoring in business. Julian had a loose church 

background, but is not active. He told us he isn't sure what he lives for, but was 

able to voice well that people are the source of the world's problems, which 

allowed us to introduce the problem of sin and the fact that we are all sinners in 
need of a Savior. When asked if there was a solution that would work for everyone 

to be saved from hell and our sin, he said that belief in God would save people. 

We were able to take it deeper and talk about Jesus and present the gospel to him. 

When asked if he would be willing to commit to following Jesus and putting his 

Faith in Jesus as Lord and Savior, he said yes. We walked him through a prayer, 

took some time in personal prayer, and then encouraged him to get plugged into 

Christian Challenge and into a church. We got his contact info and agreed to stay 

in touch. Pray for Julian's fledgling faith. Pray that the Lord would provide 

growth and strength of conviction in Julian's heart and praise the Lord for our 

new brother!!ò Cade and Alex O 

 

Information Services Team 
Team members (as of Aug. 31) are Kevin Parker and Brittany Barrett. One 
position is vacant. Publishing contractor: Patti Spencer, Innovative Faith 

Resources. Nancy Faucett, Steve Ballewôs assistant, is also assisting the team with 

Baptist New Mexican circulation management. The team also has two volunteer 

writers who occasionally assist the team with news story coverage.  

 

Team Member Transitions  

Joy Pittman retired from the team in April. In August, Isaiah Unland resigned to 
pursue a new job opportunity. Both were valued team members. Brittany Barrett 

joined the team as Editorial Assistant. A search is underway for a new Content 

Manager.  

 

Ongoing Support, News, and Information Activities  

The team has continued to produce monthly, 16-page, color issues of the Baptist 

New Mexican and assist two congregations who use the back page for their 

monthly newsletters. The team also continues to publish news through its online 
news portal at GoBNM.com.  

Through the Baptist New Mexican and digital channels, the team makes 

thousands of contacts with churches and church members each month. The 

ordinary statistics that the team provides to the State Mission Board and its 

oversight committee of the SMB are not available for this report due to the timing 
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of recent staff transitions. Over 4,000 subscribing homes receive the Baptist New 

Mexican each month via postal mail. 

The team continually supports the efforts of other teams and churches through 

graphic design, video production, duplication, sign printing, audiovisual support, 

technical support in various areas, church and donor communication assistance, 

website updates and modifications, etc. 

 

Special Project Activities  

September - December 2022 

Team Leader Kevin Parker served as interim pastor for First Baptist Church, 

Gallup, July 2022 through January 2023. 

The team continued promotional support of the 2022 Missions New Mexico State 

Missions Offering. 

The team provided printing, audio-visual, language translation and other support 

for the conventionôs Annual Meeting and Pastorsô and Laymenôs Conference in 

Farmington at two different sites. The team also photographed and reported 

Annual Meeting events for the Baptist New Mexican. 

The team supported the Christian Life Committee with preparations for the 2023 

Capitol Prayer Gathering in Santa Fe. 

 

January - March 2023 

The team released its layout and proofing contractors and rolled those tasks into 

one larger set of work that includes editing, layout, copyfitting, and proofing. In 

February 2023, the team entered into a contract relationship with Innovative Faith 

Resources to carry out story and photo editing and layout design for the Baptist 
New Mexican. The contract freed the teamôs leader to further assist churches and 

BCNM teams in the areas of digital media and other technologies. 

The team supported the Christian Life Committee as it hosted the annual Capitol 

Prayer Gathering at First Baptist Church, Santa Fe. The committee invited every 

New Mexico legislator, state officer and Supreme Court justice to attend. Each 
one received prayer by name. The event also featured participants from fully-

interactive, remote sites in Hobbs and Belen. The overall attendance of 227 

consisted of 26 people in Belen, 42 in Hobbs, 54 in Santa Fe and 105 participants 

viewing via Facebook Live. 

The team supported the New Mexico Evangelism Conference with printing, audio 

recording and audio-visual support for exhibits, main sessions and breakout 
sessions. The team also extensively photographed and reposted on the event for 

the Baptist New Mexican. 
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The team worked with the Missions Mobilization team to develop and implement 

a promotional plan for the conventionôs revamped State Missions Offering. The 

team brought media production for the State Missions Offering videos back in-

house. 

 
The team assisted The Rock at Noonday with video production for marketing 

uses. 

 

April - June 2023 

The team began examining current trends in the consumption and cost of print, 

traditional social media interactions and emerging communication technologies.  

The team studied new approaches to distributing news and information to 

churches and their members. Overall numbers of contacts through our channels 

are still significant, but approaches used in the past are declining in effectiveness. 

New approaches are needed for the future. 

The team actively supported State Missions Offering promotions by producing 

several videos, social media posts, and other materials to help churches and 

members understand and participate in the offering. The team is also producing a 

special themed issue of the Baptist New Mexican to support the offering.  

During June, Kevin Parker attended the Southern Baptist Convention Annual 

Meeting in New Orleans. He served as official photographer, along with his wife, 

Susan, for the National WMU Missions Adventure and Celebration. Parker also 

wrote coverage of the event that appeared in the July and August issues of The 

Baptist New Mexican. Original photo coverage of the event accompanied the 

stories. 

 

The team supported various BCNM camps with audio-visual systems, including 

designing and purchasing a new video projection distribution system to replace 
an aging system that no longer functioned. 

 

July - August 2023 

In addition, the team worked with the Missions Mobilization Team to create and 

launch a State Missions Offering mini-website at www.bcnm.com/smo. 

We began transitioning calendar technology on the bcnm.com and gobnm.com 

websites. The transition is still visibly underway.  The two outlets now feature the 

same calendar, operating from the same platform. The transition is part of 

continual monitoring and adapting to various software and online systems 

updating or reaching service sunsets. 

 

The team developed strategic plans for a new era of the Baptist New Mexican and 

delivering timely information and stories to New Mexico Baptists through the 
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conventionôs various channels. To support those plans, the team prepared its 2024 

budget proposal. The teamôs digital-first transition for news and information 

operations will culminate in March 2024. 

 

Liaison Support of the Christian Life Committee  

The team serves as the staff liaison, advisor, and administrative support for the 

conventionôs Christian Life Committee, which has been regularly active in 2022 

and 2023. The team helped the committee with its meetings and the activities 

listed below. The team has worked with committee members to restructure and 

reorient the committeeôs work since 2019. Circumstances created by the COVID-

19 pandemic accelerated those changes and advanced the committeeôs work.  

The committeeôs six members are Skip Hemperley (chairman), Stephen Baum, 

Lori Bova, Jim Fry, David Guerrero, and Jerry Walker. The committee has 

conducted virtual meetings via Zoom at least monthly throughout the year. 

Annual meeting messengers elect two committee members each year to rotating 

service terms. 

This past year, the CLC planned and hosted the 2023 Capitol Prayer Gathering. 

The event combined interactive, virtual sites with the main Santa Fe dinner 

gathering to create a multi-site experience. Two hundred seventy-seven 

individuals participated in the event across the state. They included New Mexico 

Baptists and state legislators. The largest group, 105 participants, joined the 

meeting via a Facebook Live broadcast. 

The team has planned two informative webinars for the remainder of 2023. An 

Oct. 26 webinar will feature Hannah Daniel, policy manager for the Southern 

Baptist Conventionôs Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission. The webinar 

with Daniels will be open to all pastors and church members. The second webinar 

on Dec. 7, Maintaining Your Christian Walk in the Public Square, will be offered 

to New Mexico legislators and other state leaders as they prepare for the upcoming 

2024 legislative session. Both 45-minute webinars will include an expert 

presentation and a time for questions and answers. They will be conducted via 
Zoom. 

The committee has also been planning and developing a mini-website to help 

churches and their members impact their culture. The website will become 

available in late 2023. One feature of the site will be a searchable database of 

BCNM resolutions on cultural issues from 1995 to the present. It will also offer 

both resources and activities to help churches respond with biblically-based 
insights and interactions to a rapidly changing moral culture.  

The committee has been reviewing the contents and topics of past BCNM 

resolutions to help them plan activities beyond the Capitol Prayer Gathering. The 
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committee has also been reviewing cultural changes and needs for possible 

resolutions to present to the convention.  

Resolutions express to people outside the convention what the convention 

believes on certain issues. They also guide the committee, which functions within 

the boundaries of resolutions already passed by the convention. Through 

resolutions, the convention tells the CLC where to focus its attention. 

 

The committee has planned the 2024 Capitol Prayer Gathering for Jan. 24 and 

will give a report to the convention during the 2023 Annual Meeting. 

 

Other Team Activities  

Team Leader Kevin Parker has provided ongoing pastoral transition support to 

several BCNM congregations. Among them, he provided training for and is 

serving as the Pastor Search Team chairman for his own church, Sandia Baptist 

Church, Albuquerque. He thinned his 2023 travel schedule (1) to recover from his 

six-month interim pastorate with First Baptist Church, Gallup, (2) to help the team 

navigate staff change transitions, and (3) to focus on returning to digital first news 

operations.  

Parker was on sabbatical during September. 
 

Leadership Development Team 
 

New Mexico Singing Churchmen 

The New Mexico Singing Churchmen gathered for their annual rehearsal retreat 

and concert at Albuquerque Del Norte Baptist on August 28-29, 2023. Ira 

Pinkston and Michael Vallandingham were very gracious hosts. For the time 

being, Cheryl Vaughn will be the liaison with the BCNM. They were 21 voices 

strong, which, by the way, is the largest group we have had since the pandemic! 

It was a wonderful evening of a menôs choir singing praise music. They have a 

goal of doing four concerts a year, and if your church would be interested in 

hosting the Churchmen for a concert you can get ahold of Craig Sundheimer at 
csundheimer@fbcrr.com or Cheryl Vaughn at cvaughn@bcnm.com and they will 

be able to work with you on the details of setting up a concert. Additionally, if 

any men on staff at your church enjoy singing in a menôs choir, then Craig is also 

the one to contact for that! ñThe more the merrierò they say! There are youth 

pastors, lead pastors, and of course, worship leaders, singing with us. It is a great 

time of camaraderie and fellowship. There are some recordings available on CD, 

if you still have one of those players and are interested in having one or more of 

their records, just let Cheryl or Craig know, and they can hook you up. 

 

mailto:csundheimer@fbcrr.com
mailto:cvaughn@bcnm.com
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Sunday School/Small Groups 

There is some momentum building for Sunday School/Small Group Training this 

year. We have already had four training tours (Central, Mountain Valley, Pecos 

Valley and San Juan Associations) and have one more scheduled (Tri-Area, 

November 11 @ Central Baptist, Clovis). If your church is interested in having 
Sunday School/Small Group Training, all they have to do is ask and we will put 

together a team to come and help you out! You can contact Katy Parker ï 

katyp@bcnm.com 

 

Worship4Life Camp 

Worship4Life Camp took place July 10-14. The theme was HOPE based on 

Psalm 42:11. Worship4Life is a student leadership camp with a focus on 

equipping students who have completed 6th-12th grade to serve in their church. 

Students select a focus group and spend the week learning about life-long worship 

and leadership from New Mexico pastors and church leaders. 

 

Some of the focus groups offered are tech, audio/lighting/live stream, 
slides/presentation, beginner and advanced bass guitar, beginner guitar, acoustic 

guitar, electric guitar, keys, drums, orchestral instruments/concert band, vocals, 

creative arts, video production, teaching, student praise team and others. Through 

these focus groups, students spend time honing their craft and learning from 

worship leaders. Worship4Life also features one-on-one mentorship, wherein an 

adult leader will be paired with a student to provide biblical discipleship and life 

advice. There were two students who indicated they sensed a call to vocational 

ministry. At all BCNM youth camps we continue to emphasize a ñcalling out the 

called.ò This is an important part of why we do what we do at camp. 

 

Several records were broken this year. There were the most campers, most 
churches participating, and most focus groups ever.  A new feature this year was 

one-session classes on a targeted ministry-focused topic ï Theology of Worship; 

Building a Service; and Intro to Music Theory were some that were offered. This 

was so well received that it will definitely be a part of the program next year. 

 

Nathan Culberson, camp director, and his team hosted another great camp, 

helping students gain confidence and some valuable knowledge in utilizing their 

gifts to serve the kingdom. I want to offer a special thanks to Cheryl Vaughn for 

all of her assistance in the planning and administration of this great camp! 

 

Worship4Life 2024 will be July 8-12, 2024 at Inlow. The theme will be LOVE, 

based on 1 John 4:7-21. Letôs set new records next year! 
 

 

 

mailto:katyp@bcnm.com
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BCNM StuCamps 

I feel like BCNM StuCamps turned a corner in 2023, every year since when things 

were shut down has proved to me that youth camp is still a helpful ministry for 

the Baptist churches in New Mexico. Every year there has been a bit of an increase 

in attendance, and in 2023 it jumped more than it bumped, so I was pleased with 
that. 

 

BCNM StuCamps theme for 2023 was: RESTORED: Not Defined by Failure. We 

took a look at the life of the apostle Peter. 

 

Chris Hurt preached 1.0 at Sivells. He is the youth pastor at FBC Frisco, TX. 

Garrett Wagoner was with us for StuCamps 2.0 at Sivells. He is a traveling 

evangelist and has been with us in the past. Tanner House joined us for StuCamps 

3.0 at Inlow. Tanner is a New Mexico boy (he grew up in Hobbs) and currently 

serves as the lead pastor of Redeemer Church in Odessa, TX. Music for 1.0 and 

2.0 at Sivells was led by 100 Anthems, and Hidden by the Light led music for 3.0 

at Inlow. 
 

We had a total of 548 campers from 37 different churches, including a couple of 

churches from our neighbor to the east (of course, I mean Texas). We had several 

decisions for Christ and a renewal of commitment. There have also been some 

who have indicated that God has called them into vocational ministry. We even 

had a couple of students who decided that it was time for them to be baptized! 

 

Every year, StuCamps receives a mission offering alternating an international 

recipient with a New Mexico recipient. This year, with input from Missions 

Mobilization Team Leader Matt Thackerson, we decided that we would collect 

money for the New Mexico Baptist Childrenôs Home. For 2023, we received a 
grand total of $5,403.19! 

 

One story worth telling related to the offering was during the final celebration, as 

I was reporting to the group what the offering was, a student ran to the front of 

the room and handed me some more money for the offering. On his way back to 

his seat, another student came running up. Soon there was a bunch coming and 

giving more money, so much so that I told them to just put it on the stage. I found 

out later that the first guy was actually taking the money up to the front on behalf 

of another student who was too shy to bring it up in front of everyone. His youth 

leader told him, ñSee what you started?ò When it was all said and done, it was 

over $200 more. Donôt let anyone tell you that Gen Z doesnôt care about anything 

but themselves. They care and they care deeply. One young lady, who happened 
to be from the Childrenôs Home was in the back watching all of this take place 

and told one of the lady sponsors who came with her church, ñI didnôt know 

people cared so much for us.ò 
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I want to publicly acknowledge the planning team for helping us to pull StuCamps 

together each year. Scott Downing, youth pastor at Albuquerque X-Factor; Trevor 

Clark, youth pastor at Albuquerque Eastern Hills; Ryan Robertson, youth pastor 

at Bloomfield First; Phillip Wright, youth pastor at Clovis Central; and Dane 
Wilkerson, youth pastor at Albuquerque Hoffmantown. We simply would not be 

able to do camp without the valuable input of these men on the planning team! A 

special shout out to my favorite helper, Brenda Swann, who was able to help out 

with recreation all three weeks this year. 

 

The dates for BCNM StuCamps 2024 are: 

¶ 1.0 at Sivells ï June 3-7, 2024 

¶ 2.0 at Sivells ï June 10-14, 2024 

¶ 3.0 at Inlow ï June 24-28, 2024 

 

Chris Hurt will preach 1.0; Garrett Wagoner will preach 2.0 and BCNMôs very 
own Matt Thackerson will preach 3.0 at Inlow.  

 

This was my sixteenth summer as your missionary on our state staff. I am amazed 

that I had the honor of serving alongside so many wonderful people that make up 

the Baptist Convention of New Mexico! I am also so very thankful for the team 

at the Baptist Building (as well as those of the team in the field). They are a great 

group of people to work with. I am truly going to miss them! 

 

What do I mean by, ñI am truly going to miss them?ò I am glad you asked. I have 

accepted the position of Associate Pastor of Discipleship at Calvary Baptist 

Church in Las Cruces. My final day at the convention was August 31, 2023. After 

camp this year, I drafted some thoughts about what BCNM StuCamps 2023 was 
like for me, those thoughts are below: 

  

This year was a little bit different for me, I was aware that this could very possibly 

be my final summer to direct BCNM StuCamps, but I couldnôt tell anyone. It just 

wasnôt far enough into the process to say for sure. I was having very strong 

feelings of nostalgia. I remember thinking several different times, ñThis is the last 

time I will make name tagsò or ñThis will be the last time that I end a week of 

camp with my traditional ñgroupie.òò (That is what I call the group selfie that I 

take every year and I tease that it will catch onéhaha). I even remember thinking 

as I was unloading the trailer at the Baptist Building following 3.0, ñThis is the 

last time I will unload this trailer.ò It was a bit surreal. 
 

At the end of each week, during the final celebration, I always say a bunch of 

thank-yous to the students, adults, and those who had come in to lead, but this 

year I really wanted to say a bigger, deeper thanks. I wanted to thank everyone 
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for their faithful and continual participation, year in and year out. There were 

some students (as there are every year) who have been coming since they were in 

middle school. I wanted to thank them for the privilege of having a small part in 

their spiritual formation. I wanted to thank them for their belief in our youth camp 

philosophy by coming each year. I wanted to thank them for the trust they put in 
us (the planning team) by bringing their students to our camp. And, I wanted to 

thank the planning team, publicly, for all the years they had served (100% as 

volunteers) and helped us to have a camp that pointed people to Jesus and helped 

them along in their journey with Him. I wanted others to know how grateful I am 

to the planning team and how I could have never done it without them. 

 

I guess I wanted a chance to say a final farewell, to let them know how much it 

has meant to me to direct StuCamps for the past 16 years, and that I will miss it. 

I will miss hearing their stories, having fun and sometimes deep conversations 

around the lunch table. I will miss standing in the back of the room and listening 

to them sing, with great abandon, praises to God. I will miss watching students 

respond obediently to what God is calling them to, and I will miss witnessing a 
student stepping from death to life, receiving the free gift of salvation that God 

offers through Jesus, while at camp. 

 

I am so very thankful to the Lord and New Mexico Baptists for allowing me to 

serve in this way for as long as I have. God has been so gracious, and patient, with 

me through it all. 

 

I guess there is really nothing else to say, excepté thank you. 

 

Camps 

Do you have folks who like to serve as volunteers? If you do, then may I suggest 
that you reach out to Sivells and Inlow? They love utilizing the giftedness of New 

Mexico Baptists, and they can put you to work! This is a crucial aspect for up-

keep and maintenance of both Inlow and Sivells. As we have mentioned in years 

previously, we can always use help in the summer. Interested? Give them a call. 

Curious? Give them a call. Volunteering at one of our camps is a great way for us 

to serve our students and our children. Just throwing that out there. We need your 

help! 

 

Childrenôs and Womenôs Ministries 

 

This year has provided many amazing opportunities to get to meet folks faithfully 

serving in their churches and find new ways to encourage and equip leaders. 
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Vacation Bible School Training 

After several years without it, Lifeway was able to provide the VBS Institute once 

again. This is a valuable resource for state conventions to be able to equip state 

VBS trainers to lead trainings in our state. I am very grateful to be able to take a 

team to the VBS Institute in January. The training team included Larry and 
Cynthia Evans from Cloudcroft, Chris Castorena from Santa Fe, Vickie 

Czlapinski from Bloomfield, Shari Cosentino from Socorro, Cheryl Ballew from 

Albuquerque Del Norte, and Joe and Kerry Vivian from Albuquerque Eastern 

Hills. There was VBS Training in Spanish with Ana Franco from Lovington and 

Ramiro and Sandra Fonseca from La Mesa. Spanish trainings were available at 

the events in Albuquerque and Alamogordo. We added an additional session in 

which we provided training on childrenôs ministry topics including: Leading a 

Child to Christ, Classroom Management, Levels of Biblical Learning, Safety and 

Security, Equipping Parents to Disciple, Engaging Families and Communities, 

Essentials of Leading Kids, and Guiding Youth as Volunteers. In total, we trained 

231 people from 44 churches across the state. There have been great reports about 

how God used VBS this summer to reach families and communities across the 
state. We are already preparing for next year, and we are looking for ways in 

which we can continue to equip churches and childrenôs leaders to engage 

children and families with the Gospel.  

 

Young Lives Ablaze Digital Conference  

Churches who registered were provided with all the materials and information to 

host an event at their church, but they had the flexibility to plan around their 

schedule. We were encouraged to hear that 10 churches or groups hosted an event. 

We know that several churches partnered together to host the events. By 

partnering with other churches, there are some small churches that are able to 

engage kids that they would not have been able to in the past. Tri-Area 
Association had 52 kids at their event and 10 kids made decisions to follow Jesus. 

This yearôs theme was ñGlowò and the kids learned about the Light of Christ. We 

are excited for the opportunity to equip local churches to engage their 

communities and families with the Gospel. We are looking forward to the 

opportunity to continue to equip local churches to engage their communities and 

families with the Gospel. 

 

Childrenôs Camps 

The BCNM Kids Camp leadership team worked hard to get ready for both 

childrenôs camps that took place in June. The camp theme was ñListen!ò and 

throughout the week, the kids learned about the Parable of the Sower. The major 

focus for camps was about discipleship, and walking through this parable 
emphasized the importance of the Gospel taking root in good soil. BCNM Kids 

Camp-Inlow took place June 12-16. There were 13 churches who joined us with 

149 campers and sponsors. BCNM Kids Camp-Sivells took place the following 
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week, June 19-23, with 106 campers and sponsors from nine churches. Many of 

the sponsors and church leaders noted how the children were learning to spend 

time with God, and they were getting opportunities to disciple them throughout 

the week. We celebrated two children who made first time professions of faith 

and one child who had previously made a decision to follow Christ, but decided 
this week that they were ready to be baptized. The kids at both camps collected 

an offering. At Inlow, the kids gave $442 to go to the NM Baptist Childrenôs 

Home. The kids at Sivells collected $747 to give to Missions New Mexico to help 

spread the gospel throughout the state. In mid-July, Childrenôs MusiCamp 

returned. The theme for the week was ñLift You Up.ò At Music Camp, 78 campers 

and sponsors from eight churches gathered at Inlow. We truly appreciate the hard 

work of Ira Pinkston who took on the role of camp director for Childrenôs Music 

Camp. Along with the leadership team, he worked diligently to put together an 

amazing camp that helped kids learn to love music. They worked diligently 

throughout the week to prepare for their program.  

 

Megapalooza 

Our statewide childrenôs ministry training event took place September 15-16 at 

Del Norte Baptist in Albuquerque. Shelly Harris from Lifeway was the keynote 

speaker. Shellyôs teaching highlighted how churches can engage this generation 

of kids. She also shared some encouraging words for leaders to stay focused on 

what God has for them to do. Breakout sessions led by childrenôs leaders 

throughout the state covered topics including teaching preschoolers, incorporating 

music, abuse prevention, Bible skills, missions, creative teaching strategies, and 

more. Childrenôs directors, Sunday School teachers, and other leaders in 

childrenôs ministry received valuable information and insight for their ministry 

and were encouraged to continue the work of making disciple-making disciples. 

There were a total of 60 people in attendance, representing 20 churches from 
across the state. 

 

Womenôs Ministry 

February 26-27 was the first Womenôs Leadership Training Event leading up to 

the State Evangelism Conference. We had an excellent response from the 

churches, and there were 64 ladies who attended one or both of the days. Gayla 

Parker, a Lifeway Womenôs Trainer, led the main sessions. Melissa Lamb guided 

the ladies on a prayer walk ñaround the world,ò and I provided a teaching session 

on creating a vision statement and goals. We concluded the event with a panel 

discussion. We already have ladies requesting another event. Iôm praying and 

preparing for how we can continue to support the womenôs ministries in the 

coming years. 
 

We continue to maintain a library of Bible studies and other resources for 

churches to borrow for their womenôs ministry.  
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Looking ahead to 2024 

We are continuing to look for more ways to meet the needs of the churches in our 

state, and ways that we can better equip and support churches in their ministries. 

The Womenôs Leadership Training Event will return February 25-26 at Sandia 
Baptist Church, Albuquerque. We are planning to send some leaders to Lifewayôs 

VBS Institute, which will help the VBS Training Team prepare for our training 

tour in spring 2024. BCNM Kids Camp- Inlow (formerly Young Lives Ablaze) is 

set to take place June 10-14, 2024, and BCNM Kids Camp- Sivells (formerly 

Connection Camp) will be June 17-21, 2024. Childrenôs Music Camp will be July 

15-19, 2024. 

 

I love the opportunity to serve churches in New Mexico. I am excited to see what 

God has in store.  

 

Inlow Baptist Camp 

 
This has been a great year at Inlow. There have been many decisions made. Not 

only in our summer camps, but also in our weekend retreats. There were a total of 

29 salvations reported to us this year. There were five requests for baptism and 14 

reports of those being called into ministry. God is still using our camps.  

 

Here are some of the testimonies from the summer camping season: 

 

ñOne of the great benefits of camp is the sense of community that can be built 

among the church groups, and among the small groups that we put together. One 

such story came to me about a young lady who is quite shy and reserved, and most 

often wonôt be involved in group discussions. At one of our weeks of camp, she 
was able to share her struggle with anxiety. Her youth pastor told me that it was 

a huge breakthrough for her. This might not seem like a typical youth camp 

testimony, but it is a beautiful thing when a group of students can experience that 

type of vulnerability ï where the sense of koinonia is deepened.ò 

 

ñWhile we were taking the offering on Thursday morning, there was a young lady 

from one of our churches in Albuquerque who leaned over to her younger brother 

and said with a handful of coins, ñItôs not much, but letôs pray that God multiplies 

it.ò 

 

ñOn Thursday, a young man said, óIôve been hearing God call my name every day 

this week and Iôve been telling him ñNO,ò but today Iôm saying ñYES!òò 
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Outside our summer camps, there is a great work being done at Inlow. Each event 

leader reports how the people who attend are touched by God in a special way. 

Here is one example of just that.  

 

ñDuring a spring event held by one of our Spanish congregations with 80 in 
attendance, God did great work. On the first night, over 30 responded to the altar 

call. On the second, over 20 responded. We donôt know what the decisions were 

we just know they were responding to Godôs call.ò 

 

There are many more testimonies from the people who attended an event here. 

What a privilege it is to serve. We look forward to the work yet to be completed 

by God this fall and to the projects to be completed before the winter sets in.  

 

If you are looking for a place to serve, the BCNM camping ministry is a great 

place to be a part of the gospel work in NM.   

 

Benney and I, along with our wives, are headed to North Carolina in November 
to visit some of the churches who are a great support to us. Please join us in prayer. 

We pray that this endeavor will produce much fruit for the camp as we continue 

to build relationships with the people of NC who are so willing to serve at the 

camp. We will also be recruiting summer staff for next year while we are there. 

We always offer the positions to our NM applicants first, but we have struggled 

to fill all our positions the past few seasons and feel that it is necessary to reach 

out beyond our NM churches.  

 

Continue to pray for both of our camps, Sivells and Inlow. Pray that God will give 

guidance to us as leaders, provide staff, and most of all that the hearts of those 

coming to camp would be receptive to what God has prepared for them. Pray for 
Executive Director Steve Ballew as he discerns what God would have our state to 

do. Pray for all of the BCNM staff to serve the New Mexico churches well.  

 

Sivells Baptist Camp  

 

This summer we recorded 13 salvation decisions, 15 commitments of 

rededication, 14 students that responded to a call to ministry and two students 

requesting baptism. In one of our ñnon-conventionò camps we had two students 

baptized at the Worship Rec Center on the last day of their camp.  Our BCNM 

student and kids camp attendance numbers were up compared to 2022.  A special 

thank you to all of the staff and volunteers who contributed to making summer 

camp 2023 possible.  Sam, we will miss your leadership!! 
 

In July, FBC Stephenville brought a group of volunteers to help with several 

projects. The Penasco Dorm light project was completed. We installed four 
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overhead security lights on the road going to the Penasco, a switchback path was 

added to develop a safer access to the dorm area and two new LED lights were 

added to the east and west entrance. Drywall projects, painting, fencing, wood 

trim work and other organizational projects were completed.  

 
At the end of July, Jonah Sparks finished his time as the assistant camp manager. 

Jonah is going back to school in Albuquerque to pursue a career in welding. Jonah 

had a great attitude and was willing to do whatever he was asked to do. He will 

be missed! June Hooker resigned her duties as the food service director during the 

second week of August. June has been involved in our food service ministry for 

five years and as a volunteer since 2017. June lives in Las Cruces and will be able 

to spend more time with her family. Please pray that God will send the staff that 

is needed to serve at Sivells. 

 

As we head into the fall, we are praying that God will allow us to finish the dining 

hall project, the A-frame remodel project and other maintenance and 

organizational projects that we have started. If your church would like to get more 
information about how they can help please call the camp office at 575-687-3538 

or my cell 575-495-6013. 

 

During the last week of August, we had another flash flood. We had five inches 

of water in the Worship/Rec Building and some water in the camp office and the 

A-frame cabin. The east rec field looked like a lake and is now covered with mud, 

rocks, and wood debris again. We could use some volunteers to help with the 

clean up so that we will be able to mow this area.  In the future, we will be seeking 

some effective ways to manage our water drainage issues. Praise God for the five 

inches of rain!!! 

 
Sivellsô 60th anniversary will be celebrated during the BCNM annual meeting in 

October. 

 

Missions Mobilization Team 
 

The Missions Mobilization Team functions with Matt Thackerson, team leader; 

Cricket Pairett, ministry assistant; Ed Greene, Disaster Relief Director, and 

Melissa Lamb, State WMU Director.  Cricket Pairett will retire on November 15, 

2023. 

 

From the Team Leader ï Matt Thackerson 

Your MMT spent the past year spending much time mobilizing churches toward 
efforts of fishing and farming, both in New Mexico and around the world. It has 

been a joy to see churches partnering together to fish for people and plant seeds 
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of the gospel. Seeing new church plants have their first baptisms, or celebrating 

1-year or 3-year anniversaries or seeing the excitement of a new planter/pastor 

refreshes the soul. Of the many stories that could be shared, those that include 

new additions to the Lambôs book of life resonate the most. Here is a quote from 

one of our planters: ñToday a guy who came to group for the 2nd time surrendered 
his life to Christ! Best thing about it, I was not there! Another group member got 

to share the gospel with him after group and POW! Another person brought back 

from the dead!ò Praise God for his continued work and praise Him for using His 

people for His glory. Let us keep partnering together fishing for people and 

farming seeds of the gospel until the nets are full!  

 

Mission Partnerships 

There are 58 IMB personnel with New Mexico roots. BCNM churches have 

partnerships all over the world. It was encouraging this year to hear of teams being 

sent into some of the most difficult places in the world to proclaim the only good 

news humanity has. BCNM churches sent teams to Central Asia, Europe, Africa, 

South Asia, Asia Pacific, South America and Central America. Amen and may 
many more be sent out.  

 

Locally, we had teams from several churches around the US come and serve in 

New Mexico, including churches from Georgia, Tennessee, and Texas. We 

continue to pray that the Lord of the harvest sends more laborers into the fields. 

At the time of this report, there are still over 3,000 unengaged/unreached people 

groups in the world. Our team hopes to mobilize more churches to specifically 

reach those within that 3,000 number.  

 

Church Planting ï (Missions Mobilization Team and People Groups Team) 

During the 2022-2023 year, we assisted in planting/replanting two new churches, 
Albuquerque Iglesia de Cristo, Jordan Rivera, planter and Springer First Baptist, 

Derek Karl, replanter. Two other planters are assessed and working through 

processes for VISAS to allow them to work. Three more are working through our 

planter process. From September 2022 through August 2023, our church plants 

reported 73 salvations. We have seven potential planters currently working 

through some part of our assessment process.  

 

Disaster Relief ï Ed Greene 

2022-2023 has produced progress on several fronts for New Mexico Baptist 

Disaster Relief (NMBDR).  The Strategic Plan developed in the fall (available 

upon request) defines the foundational elements of the NMBDR ministry and 

charts a course for development and growth for the years ahead. The plan, and 
subsequent activities, place a strong emphasis on commitment. Based on the story 

of Gideon in Judges 7, we are seeking ñThe Right 300.ò  Not the number, but 

those volunteers who will pass Godôs test of commitment to ñGo, Serve, and 
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Share in Jesusô nameéfor even the least of these.ò  Even when it is inconvenient, 

even when it is difficult, even when it requires personal sacrifice, ñThe Right 300ò 

will accomplish great things and bring glory to God.   

 

Following is the year in review for NMBDR:  
 

NEW RESOURCES 

1. An important addition to the NMBDR fleet arrived in November 2022.  

The Quick Response Kitchen (QRK) is a fully self-contained field 

kitchen designed to immediately respond to a disaster site and begin 

preparing up to 1,000 meals a day for survivors. It can also be used for 

local church and community events. Thanks to a generous donation, the 

QRK sports a colorful vinyl wrap that highlights the various ministries 

of NMBDR.  The wrap is an ñofficial,ò standard design intended for 

use on all NMBDR mobile assets as funds permit (donations 

encouraged). 

 
2. MVBA also added a new cleanup and recovery trailer, replacing an old, 

faithful one that had gotten a little long in the tooth.  The MVBA trailer 

also has the official wrap provided through donated funds. 

  

TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT 

Training and development have been emphasized during the year.   

1. The basic orientation video, Introduction to New Mexico Baptist 

Disaster Relief, was revised and produced as an MP3 video. It provides 

prospective volunteers the details of what, why and how we serve and 

challenges them to make the commitment.   

2. A new crew leaderôs manual was written and a new training program is 
scheduled for this fall. 

3. Other training during the year included: 

a. A 2-day chaplain training via ZOOM 

b. Chainsaw training at Sivells 

c. ServSafe for managers 

d. Multiple trainings on the QRK.   

e. Volunteers also attended Send Relief trainings in anticipation 

of international deployments. Disaster Assistance Response 

Team (DART) training prepares volunteers to respond to 

international disaster sites and to help local officials determine 

needs and what support Send Relief might be able to provide.  

Sphere is the international standard of performance for those 
responding to an international disaster. Many countries prefer 

that those responding be trained in Sphere, and some countries 

require it. 
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The NMBDR Annual Meeting and Celebration was held at FBC, Rio Rancho in 

April. A hundred plus volunteers participated in worship and praise, fellowship, 

heard reports on the yearôs activities and the work going forward and took 

advantage of a full slate of training programs in each of our ministry areas. One 
special addition to the list was evangelism training presented by Tar Henderson.  

Sharing the gospel is the ultimate mission of NMBDR.  Volunteers who deployed 

during the past year were recognized with the presentation of ñBeen Thereò pins 

provided by the host states.   

 

Throughout the year, meetings and presentations have been held with DOMs, 

pastors, staff, and congregations to promote and encourage training and 

participation among their members.  Introduction to NMBDR training was offered 

in several venues around the state resulting in many new volunteers making the 

commitment.   

 

ñA New Paradigm for NMBDRò is an expansion of the traditional role of disaster 
response for New Mexico Baptists. The premise is that disasters do not have to be 

catastrophic events that happen somewhere else.  In every community, there are 

people with needs they are unable to meet themselves.  The elderly woman with 

a fence blown down, the single parent who canôt afford an oil change or brake job, 

the invalid with a tree threatening to fall on the house. For each of them it is their 

own, personal disaster.  In our New Paradigm NMBDR will become an outreach 

arm of the local church, mobilizing DR and non-DR volunteers to meet needs in 

the community and share the gospel.   

Other accomplishments of note: 

¶ A new NMBDR web site (https;//www.nmbdrbcnm.org) was 

developed to expand our reach to volunteers and the public.  

¶ Publication of a new NMBDR color brochure.  

¶ An agreement with HERC Equipment Rental for discounts on 

equipment needed during deployments. 

¶ Quilts to give to disaster survivors during deployments provided by the 

WMU at Bethel Baptist Roswell and the quilting ministry of First Rio 

Rancho.  

 

DEPLOYMENTS:  

¶ Spring/Oct. 2022ðFeeding and cleanup-recovery teams deployed to 

Ft. Myers, FL in response to Hurricane Ian. 

¶ Summer 2023ðTeams did repair and remodel for the Baptist 

Childrenôs Home in Estancia, and FBC Estancia. 

¶ MarchðQRK team cooked breakfast burritos for the State Evangelism 
Conference, Sandia, Albuquerque. 
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¶ MarchðQRK team prepared meals for the NM Mission of Mercy 

(MOM) free dental/vision clinic, Las Vegas, NM. 

¶ AprilðTeam repaired a blown-down fence for an invalid senior citizen 

in Ruidoso, NM. 

¶ Summer 2023ðTeams supported the food service operation for 
campers at Inlow. 

¶ May-JuneðTeams conducted repair and restoration work at Mountain 

View and Mesa Valley in Albuquerque, and the parsonage at FBC, 

Springer. 

¶ MayðQRK provided lunch for The Rock at Noonday homeless 

ministry, Albuquerque. 

¶ JuneðQRK deployed to Rotan, TX in response to tornado incident. 

¶ JulyðTwo recovery chainsaw teams deployed to Owasso and Sapulpa, 

OK in response to a widespread wind damage incident. 

 

The following statistics reveal not just the investment and effectiveness 
of our volunteers, but the heart of these dedicated, committed servant-

leaders who are the NMBDR family. 

 

 MINISTRY ACTIVITY  2022 2023 NMBDR 

  (Sep-Dec) (Jan-Aug) Fiscal 

    Year 

    Totals 

NMBDR Volunteers Days 290 602 892 

Non-NMBDR Vol. Days  27 27 

Volunteers Work Hours 1704 3863.5 5567.5 

Professions of Faith 7 1 8 

Gospel Presentations 8 6 14 

Ministry/Chaplaincy Contacts  52 52 

Bibles Distributed  17 17 

Tracts Distributed  12 12 

Meals Prepared  7935 7935 
Meals Distributed  355 355 

Assessments  

Tear Out 11  11 

Mold Remediation 4  4 

Sifting 

Structure Repair  4 4 

Site Clearing  

Personal Property Repair  1 1 

Chain Saw 1 17 18 

HE Equipment Jobs 

HE Hours  50 50 
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Temporary Roofing  2 2 

Showers  168 168 

Laundry Loads 

Children Cared For  9 9 

   

Womanôs Missionary UnionïMelissa Lamb 

ñBe joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.ò ðRomans 12:12 

(NIV)  

 

Hope in Christ has been the emphasis of the WMU organization for the past two 

years. New Mexico WMUôs desire is to share that there is hope in Christ and to 

support those who are sharing this hope around the world! We have had the 

opportunity to be involved in several events and ministries that share this hope, 

support others as they share, and train people to share.  

 

National WMU has published a book to go along with the óHope in 

Christô emphasis. The book titled, Because of Hope, offers faith reflections of 
50 individuals through stories and devotional thoughts. NM WMU Director 

Melissa Lamb was asked to be one of the authors. 

 

The WMU Missions Celebration/Annual Meeting was held in Farmington. Our 

keynote speaker was Gayla Parker, former IMB missionary. We also heard from 

other missionaries and ministry leaders. Teresa Howard was re-elected as the 

president and Denise Clymer was re-elected vice-president. 

 

FBC Clayton hosted a Sisterôs Saturday in November that was well attended by 

women from the area and even from Texas and Oklahoma. 

 
We held our first Family Mission Retreat at Inlow in January. Missionaries from 

around the state as well as church members who had been on mission trips 

participated by sharing about their mission experiences. Families had the 

opportunity to learn how these people have shared hope around the world and 

were encouraged to do the same. 

 

The spring Executive Board Meeting was held at the BCNM office building in 

Albuquerque in April. Board members spent the time focusing on ways NM 

WMU can help encourage others to share hope in Christ though training and 

events. 

 

Ten people from New Mexico attended the National WMU Missions Celebration 
and annual meeting in New Orleans. 
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Childrenôs Mission Camp was held in July and attended by 93 people. There were 

45 campers and 11 teen Staff in Training. Nine of those made decisions to follow 

Christ, three rededicated their lives, two wanted to be baptized, and 10 

surrendered to missions/ministry! There was $628.79 raised for the camp 

missionaries from SE Asia and 203 backpacks were filled with school supplies 
for Cristo es la Puerta in Portales. 

 

Hunger Ministries ï Cricket Pairett  

All across New Mexico, New Mexico Baptists are working to meet the physical 

and spiritual needs of hurting people through hunger ministries. What does hunger 

look like in New Mexico?  According to ñFeeding America,ò 285,220 people are 

facing hunger and of that number, 90,490 are children. One in five children in 

New Mexico face hunger every day. People facing hunger are estimated to need 

$168,870,000 more per year to meet their food needs. 

 

New Mexico Baptists work faithfully to feed hungry people. There are many more 

food pantries than the ones we assist with Hunger Funds.  Not only do they meet 
the physical need for food, they must find creative ways to offer the Bread of Life 

ï Jesus Christ. 

 

Through our partnership with Global Hunger Funds and the State Missions 

Offering, we are partnering with 22 food ministries across New Mexico.    

 

     Below are the statistics for the immediate past year. 

 

 Evangelistic Encounters ï 43,940 Professions of Faith ï 126 

 Baptisms ï 32 Volunteers Serving ï 4,195 

 Volunteers Trained in Evangelism ï 553 Hot Meals Provided ï 91,086 
 Lunch Bags Distributed ï 9,501  

 Individuals Fed Through Grocery Items ï 74,952 

 Other Food Ministries (Backpacks, Transients, etc.) ï 27,003 

 Total Fed ï 202,542 

 

In addition to food, prayer and spiritual support is provided.  In addition, many of 

our ministries provide job placement services, health service information, 

computer skills, mentoring, GED preparation, and nutrition classes. 

 

During the report period, we distributed $100,242 to the ministries. Of that 

distribution, $20,000 came from Global Hunger Funds through the North 

American Mission Board.  The remaining $80,242 came from the State Missions 
Offering and other designated hunger funds.  

 

During the report period, we supported the following food ministries.  
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Sandia Park Vista Grande  Vaughn First Baptist 

Tijeras First Baptist The Rock at Noon Day 

Pecos Valley Association Milan Immanuel Baptist    

Las Cruces Calvary Jemez Valley Baptist  

Deming First Baptist Cuba Eagle Springs  
The Church at the Butte Chama First Baptist    

Bloomfield First Baptist Bernalillo First Baptist   

Albuquerque First Bilingual Portales Calvary Baptist  

Albuquerque Riverside Aztec First Baptist 

Alamogordo Iglesia de Jesus Albuquerque Monterey 

Hobbs Celebracion Cristiana Albuquerque Mesa Valley (New) 

 
Here are some testimonies we received: 

 

FBC Vaughn - The attendance at our annual Easter Egg Hunt and cookout gets 

larger every year. We had many children who listened to and took part in the 

Easter Story Easter Egg presentation with more adults than ever listening. We 
have a brother and sister who were taken out of Sunday School over a year ago 

by their atheist father when I was teaching about prayer. He didn't want them to 

believe in a "Santa Clause who will grant all of their wishes", although that is not 

what I was teaching. Anyway, the 12-year-old girl deliberately chose the white 

egg which is empty. When I had her open the egg, she said it was empty "because 

Jesus had risen from the dead and lives!" She smiled so big at me, and I told her 

absolutely right, and repeated the Gospel message for all the children - including 

her twin brother who was listening. She listened and remembered, and the seed 

has been planted, and we can keep watering it through community events her 

father will allow them to attend. Without God's provision of money through the 

state's Hunger Fund Ministry, this would not be possible. Thank you again so 
much for coming alongside the Vaughn Baptist Church to reach out to a lost and 

dying community. 

 

Albuquerque Monterey - As a result of a Feed the Kids presence at Chelwood 

Elementary School, Albuquerque Bernalillo County Water Utility Authority chose 

the school for its distribution of shoes, backpacks, school supplies, etc. We also 

had a booth at Monterey Baptist's two-day 50th Anniversary celebration, which 

promoted Feed the Kids Hunger Ministry and provided literature and giveaways 

to encourage others to donate to, participate and/or pray for the ministry. 

 

People Groups Team 
 
Ricardo Rivera serves as Team Leader for the People Groups Team. Mario 

Navarro joined the team in January and serves as Regional Hispanic Strategist for 
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Southern New Mexico. Daniel Clymer serves as Native American Strategist and 

Cricket Pairett serves as Ministry Assistant.   

Ricardo Rivera ï Team Leader 

Thank you for the privilege and blessing of serving as the leader and State 

Hispanic Strategist for the People Groups Team (PGT). The PGTôs 2022-2023ôs 

year of service to New Mexico Baptists ended on a wonderful positive note. Rev. 

José Mario Navarro serves as the new Regional Hispanic Strategist for BCNM! 

He started on January 1, 2023. Mario has served as a pastor and planter in 

Honduras and the USA for 25 years. He is serving the Hispanic churches in the 

eastern and southern part of the state. He provides them services and resources 

related to church planting, strengthening, and revitalization. He lives in Hobbs 

and works out of Taylor Memorial Church. Please join me in welcoming Mario 

as the newest member of the PGT.  
 

Daniel Clymer continues to do a fantastic job as Native American Strategist. 

Considering that he serves Jemez Valley Baptist Church as senior pastor full-time, 

he has done a great job in balancing his family, church ministry, and the BCNM 

assignment. Please thank and congratulate him for his faithful service to Native 

work throughout New Mexico. In 2024 he will have served BCNM as a Native 

Consultant for 20 years! 

 

Cricket Pairett continues to serve the new People Groups Team faithfully as 

ministry assistant. There are not enough words to express the teamôs gratitude and 

joy to Cricket for her willingness to take on another assignment. She served two 
teams this year. She also announced her retirement beginning in mid-November 

2023. Her experience, dedication, and love for ethnic work will be truly missed 

in her absence. Please thank and congratulate her too for her decades of service to 

our Lord and New Mexico Baptists. 

 

The following is a report of activities of the State and Regional Hispanic 

Strategists and the Native American Strategist. The report highlights activities and 

events. It does not give every detailed activity conducted in the background and 

preparation for activities and events. The report focuses on four areas: church 

strengthening, planting, revitalization, and administrative duties during 2022-

2023. The report of the team begins with the team leader, followed by the regional 

Hispanic and the Native American strategistsô reports. 
 

Team Leader and State Hispanic Strategistôs Report 

 

Hispanic Church Strengthening 

In the last quarter of 2022, thirteen churches participated in the fall simultaneous 

evangelistic events. During those efforts, 545 lost people heard the gospel, 61 

were saved, and eight were baptized. A collaboration took place with the 
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Leadership Development Team and People Groups Team to provide Sunday 

School training to Hispanic churches in the Tri-Area Baptist Association. A team 

of trainers from Iglesia Bautista Emanuel in Lovington led the training of children 

and youth. Dr. Rivera trained adults and pastors. Ricardo had the blessing of 

preaching at Iglesia Bautista of Clovis, Iglesia Bautista El Buen Pastor of Gallup, 
and Celebración Cristiana of Hobbs. He met with the leadership of Iglesia Bautista 

Belen of Clovis to discuss the development of a pastor search committee. He also 

met with the following pastors: Roy Rosales of the Del Norte Baptist Church 

Spanish Ministry, Dr. Michael Vallandingham of Del Norte Baptist Church and 

his staff and Cosme Casillas of Iglesia Bautista Betesda of Hobbs. Ricardo 

conducted a quarterly regional Hispanic pastors and wives luncheon and meeting 

at BCNM, met with Pastor Tan Thai of Albuquerque Vietnamese Baptist Church, 

and preached at Primera Iglesia Bautista of Silver City. Ricardo conducted the 

quarterly regional pastors and wivesô meetings in Hobbs, Portales, Las Cruces, 

and Albuquerque, met with Roy Rosales of Del Norteôs Spanish Ministry and 

trained the finance team of Iglesia Bautista Cristo es la Puerta of Portales on 

budget development and monthly reporting. He also attended the worship service 
of Del Norteôs Spanish Ministry.  

  

In the first quarter of 2023 (and throughout the year), Ricardo continued to 

strengthen People Groupsô churches through various activities. One of those 

activities was praying for each People Groups pastor and church (including 

pastorless churches) and sending and receiving prayer texts, emails, and phone 

calls. Another activity was meeting personally with People Groupsô pastors. 

Ricardo met with Pastor Liew of the Albuquerque Chinese Baptist Church. He 

also developed and communicated promotional material for the spring evangelism 

rallies and Hispanic pastors and wives retreat. He preached at Primera Iglesia 

Bautista of Dexter, at the quarterly meeting of the Berea Baptist Association, at 
Iglesia Bautista Nuevas Alturas of Albuquerque, and at Iglesia Hermosa of Santa 

Fe. He also participated in the ordination council and preached at the service for 

Ruben García of Iglesia Hermosa. He sent all Hispanic churches a list of training 

courses he can offer, completed all preparations and led the regional pastors and 

wives retreat at Sivells Baptist Camp. He visited in person with Pastor Frank Soto 

of Primera Iglesia Bautista, Farmington; Pastor Bosco Habimana of Good News 

Ministry Albuquerque and his leaders; Pastor Salvador Rodríguez of Iglesia 

Bautista Emanuel, Albuquerque; Pastor Tan Thai of Albuquerqueôs Vietnamese 

Church; Pastor Bosco Habimana of Albuquerque Good News Ministry; Roy 

Rosales of Del Norte Baptist Churchôs Spanish Ministry; and Miguel Castillo of 

Sinai Church Albuquerque. Ricardo prepared for and conducted four regional 

Hispanic pastors and wives meetings in Albuquerque, Portales, Hobbs, and Las 
Cruces. He prepared, promoted, sent and received funding applications, and 

approved funding applications for the spring Simultaneous Evangelistic Events. 

He prepared sermons and preached at Roswellôs Iglesia Bautista El Calvarioôs 
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83rd anniversary and First Bilingual Baptist Church of Albuquerque. He prepared 

and led People Groups Regional Evangelism Rallies in Albuquerque, Roswell, 

and Las Cruces. One hundred and fifty people, representing 18 churches, attended 

the rallies. He also prepared a sermon and PowerPoint for an evangelism 

conference and preaching at the Asociaci·n Bautista Bereaôs meeting in Hobbs. 
 

In the second quarter of 2023, Ricardo strengthened the churches of the Berea 

Baptist Association through teaching and preaching at their quarterly meeting in 

Hobbs. He also ministered to the following churches through preaching: Iglesia 

Bautista Betesda, Hobbs; Wingate Baptist Church, Ft. Wingate; and Ministerio 

Mosaico, Rio Rancho. He spoke with James Underwood, interim pastor of 

Primera Iglesia Bautista of Las Cruces, on pastor search assistance. He provided 

funding to 17 churches who participated in the Spring Simultaneous Evangelistic 

Events and educational funding to Pastor Habimana of the Good News Ministry 

Church. Ricardo led the People Groups Teamôs monthly synch meeting and spoke 

with Mario Navarro on a weekly basis to provide direction in decisions and 

delegation of duties. Ricardo strengthened the People Groups churches of the 
Central Spanish Baptist Association through the provision of materials and the 

explanation of BCNMôs services to Hispanic churches at their quarterly meeting 

in Farmington. He connected Samuel Caballero Jr. with Del Norte Baptist 

Churchôs Spanish ministry and visited with Pastor Tan Nyguen of Agape 

Vietnamese Baptist Church of Los Lunas to discuss a possible affiliation with 

BCNM. He met with Pastor Martin López of a Spanish Baptist Church in 

Camerco and preached at First Baptist Church of Gallup. Ricardo received and 

approved scholarship applications for Hispanic families attending the Hispanic 

Family Camp. He led the quarterly Hispanic Pastors and Wives meeting at the 

offices of BCNM in Albuquerque and completed the approval of scholarships for 

Hispanic Family Camp. He attended worship at Iglesia Horeb of Albuquerque and 
the Hispanic Family Camp at Inlow Camp. With 114 campers, Hispanic Camp 

returned after three-years of cancellation. Boys and girls, students, and adults 

made decisions on Godôs call to salvation, service, and missions during the 

campôs mission hours. Ricardo also supported the Indian Family Camp by 

speaking during the campôs mission hour. Boys and girls, students, and adults also 

made decisions on Godôs call to salvation, service, and missions. The Spring 

Simultaneous Evangelistic Events ended with 15 of the 17 churches reporting 

(two churches changed their events for the summer). The churches reported that 

467 lost people attended the events with 50 salvations, 12 baptisms, five requests 

for baptism, nine rededications, and 10 other decisions. The Summer Evangelistic 

Events began with eight churches requesting funds (two churches from the spring 

conducted their events in June and July). Finally, Agape Vietnamese Baptist 
Church of Los Lunas affiliated with BCNM.  
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In the third quarter of 2023, Ricardo conducted the People Groups Teamôs synch 

meetings. He preached at Iglesia Bautista Rosa de Sarón of Santa Fe and 

Vietnamese Baptist Church of Albuquerque. He conducted a Zoom meeting with 

the new board members of the New Mexico Hispanic Baptist Fellowship. He met 

with Zach Graff of Vertical Church Barelas to discuss ideas for a Spanish-
speaking ministry and Michael Vallandingham of Del Norte to discuss the 

Spanish ministry. He also participated in the fall Sunday School training tours and 

approved the funding for fall evangelistic events.   

 

Hispanic Church Planting 

In the last quarter of 2022, Ricardo met with Jordan Rivera, Hispanic church 

planting candidate and Solomon Nakka, Asian Indian church planting candidate. 

He also met with Jesse Parker, pastor of Celebration Baptist Church of Rio 

Rancho, to discuss a possible Hispanic church. He met again with Jordan Rivera, 

Hispanic church planting candidate, conducted the assessment interview for Juan 

Vasquez, Hispanic planting candidate, participated in the church planting 

advisory committee meeting of the Tri-Area Baptist Association in Portales and 
Arturo Villa, and began Helder Lopezôs assessment process as a new church 

planting candidate. He also discovered a possible new candidate for the Filipino 

people group and continued to serve two Hispanic church planters in the northern 

region (Oscar Rocha, Albuquerque and Stephen Soto, Farmington). Ricardo met 

with church planters Stephen Soto, Generation Church, Farmington and Oscar 

Rocha, Iglesia Casa de Oración, Albuquerque in person. He completed the 

assessment for Jordan Rivera as new church planter in Albuquerque, spoke with 

the Asian Indian planting candidate on the assessment progress, and connected 

with a possible new Vietnamese planter. Ricardo continued to work on the 

assessment process of the three planting candidates and added a fourth candidate 

to the pipeline. All candidates would plant in Albuquerque. He provided 
leadership resources to church planter Juan M. Mendoza and others. 

 

In the second quarter of 2023, Ricardo reviewed and spoke with Hispanic Church 

Planting Candidate Miguel Castillo, and connected him with John Torrison of the 

Central Baptist Association; conducted the Hispanic church planter final 

interview with Helder Lopez; and met with potential Church Planting Candidate 

Julkys Delgado. He also met with Pastor Herminio Estrada of Iglesia Hermosa of 

Santa Fe on sending Ruben García to plant in Santa Fe or Española. Ricardo met 

with Oscar Rocha, planter of Iglesia Horeb (formerly Casa de Oracion) in 

Albuquerque, and Stephen Soto of Generation Church of Farmington and attended 

their worship services. Ricardo connected and communicated with David Godoy, 

the NAMB Send Network Español west leader, and met with Eduardo and Grace 
Saborno on the possibility of planting a Filipino church in Albuquerque. Solomon 

Nakka, the Asian Indian planter candidate, was still waiting on his R1 visa in order 

to plant in Albuquerque. 
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In the third quarter of 2023, Ricardo received, reviewed, and forwarded Solomon 

Nakkaôs planting prospectus and budget and met with Gerald Farley and 

Hoffmantown Churchôs missions committee to discuss the sponsoring of Miguel 

Castilloôs Hispanic plant in Albuquerque. He met again with Jordan Rivera and 
Stephen Soto to discuss progress in the church plants. He participated in Solomon 

Nakkaôs assessment interview. He visited the new church plant, Iglesia Bautista 

La Familia de Dios, in Albuquerque. He also visited with and ministered to 

Hispanic planters Stephen Soto, Jordan Rivera, and Oscar Rocha. 

 

Hispanic Church Revitalization 

In the last quarter of 2022, Ricardo conducted Renovando 3 Sunday School 

Revitalization training to members of Iglesia Bautista El Buen Pastor in Gallup. 

He also conducted Renovando 3 Sunday School Revitalization training to 

members of Primera Iglesia Bautista of Silver City.  

 

In the first quarter of 2023, Ricardo had two possible churches interested in 
applying for funding. The churches had begun the search for a new pastor.  

 

In the second quarter of 2023, Ricardo discovered Julkys Delgado as a possible 

church revitalizer. He worked with him in connecting to a local Hispanic church 

willing to collaborate with BCNMôs revitalization program. He also met again 

with Pastor Delgado on the possibility of serving in the area of revitalization with 

Iglesia Bautista El Buen Pastor of Gallup and met with the leaders of El Buen 

Pastor to explain BCNMôs revitalization program. Iglesia Bautista El Buen Pastor 

of Gallup invited Pastor Julkys Delgado to preach and get to know him in the 

process of considering the participation in BCNMôs revitalization program. 

  
Administrative Duties 

In the last quarter of 2022, Rivera worked on preaching material for a future 

workshop, on a book on the history of Hispanic Baptist work in New Mexico in 

Spanish, on Renovando 3 material for revitalizing Sunday School, and on a book 

on the Gospel of John. He began to vet the new Regional Hispanic Strategist, José 

Mario Navarro. Ricardo represented BCNM at the annual meeting of the Central 

Baptist Association. He conducted a synch meeting with the People Groups Team 

members. He also made arrangements and promotion for the People Groups Team 

luncheon during the annual meeting of BCNM in Farmington. He attended the 

Annual Meeting of BCNM in Farmington. Ricardo participated with Ariel 

Irrizary, LifeWay Español, on a webinar on Sunday School revitalization. He 

completed the vetting on José Mario Navarro and worked on the books on the 
Gospel of John and the history of Hispanic Baptist Work in New Mexico. Ricardo 

developed the Hispanic Pastors & Wives Retreat posters and promotional 

material. 
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In the first quarter of 2023, Ricardo instructed the new Hispanic strategist on 

completing travel and activities reports and met with him to discuss issues related 

to his area of responsibility and Februaryôs retreat. He worked on trustee 

nominations for the SBC Committee on Nominations. Ricardo served as the new 
secretary for the National Hispanic Baptist Network (NHBN) of the SBC and led 

the monthly team synch meetings. He met with Bryan Galloway and Henry Phan 

of IMBôs stateside diaspora team to discuss the development of a needs strategy 

for reaching People Groups in New Mexico. He worked on the new book on the 

Gospel of John in Spanish and worked on the evangelism ralliesô program and 

videos. He participated in the State Evangelism Conference at Sandia Baptist 

Church, Albuquerque and Zoom meetings with the NHBN board. Ricardo met 

with Mario and delegated him some of the activities of the quarterly pastors and 

wives meetings and regional retreat. Mario took the lead on the next quarterôs 

meetings in the south and east side of the state. Ricardo participated in the Zoom 

meeting of the SBC Nominations Committee and made trustee nominations. He 

also worked on two new books in Spanish (History of Hispanic Baptist Work in 
New Mexico and Nehemiah: Leadership Principles).  

 

In the second quarter of 2023, Ricardo continued with communication on a 

weekly basis with Mario and delegated more responsibilities to him. He attended 

the SBC in New Orleans and represented BCNM in the NHBNôs board as 

secretary. 

 

In the third quarter of 2023, Ricardo continued to write the History of Hispanic 

Baptist Work in New Mexico and assigned Mario the tasks of visiting First Baptist 

Church Deming and the new Hispanic church in Columbus. He wrote a brief 

report for the 100th annual meeting of the Spanish Baptist Convention and began 
the search for a ministry assistant. He developed, printed, and sent out 

promotional material for the fall evangelistic events and attended the mission 

board meeting. Ricardo attended the 100th annual meeting of the Spanish Baptist 

Convention in Las Cruces and took some vacation. He developed promotional 

material for the Hispanic Regional Leadership Conference in the fall and 

translated State Missions Offering material. He worked on material for the fall 

Sunday School training tours and conducted team synch meetings. 

 

Regional Hispanic Strategist ï Mario Navarro  

 

January, February, March 

I want to thank our God and Lord Jesus for allowing me to serve in this position. 

I am also grateful for Taylor Memorial Church in Hobbs for giving me space to 

set up my office. I hit the ground running. My first event in my new position was 

to attend a meeting organized by the Berean Association held at Primera in Dexter.  
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I also attended a Tri-Area Association meeting and met with Arturo Villa. I taught 

at Celebracion Cristiana in Hobbs and was invited to preach in churches in Eastern 

and Southern New Mexico. I reached out to pastors through phone calls, email, 

texts, and Facebook to encourage and pray with them. I attended the People 

Groups Team meeting every month via Zoom.  
 

In February, I participated in the church planter assessment for Jordan Rivera. I 

also attended the Regional Hispanic Pastors and Wives Retreat at Sivells and 

attended the State Evangelism Conference at Sandia Baptist Church in 

Albuquerque.  

 

The highlight in March was the evangelistic rallies in Albuquerque, Roswell and 

Las Cruces. This gave me an opportunity to also continue to meet pastors from 

across New Mexico.  

 

April, May, June  

I assisted leaders at Primera Carlsbad on a revitalization plan and attended the 
meeting of Asociacion Berea in Hobbs. This is one of three associations in the 

Spanish Baptist Convention.  I met with pastors to encourage them.  Meeting with 

church planters is one of my responsibilities. I meet with Auturo Villa and Juan 

Vasquez. I was privileged to host the Regional Pastors and Wives meeting in Las 

Cruces in June. I attended Hispanic Family Camp at Inlow and participated in 

team meetings during the quarter.  

 

July, August 

The highlight in July was the celebration of the 100-year anniversary of 

Convencion Bautista de Nuevo Mexico at their annual meeting in Las Cruces. It 

was a great time of remembering and celebration.  I met with pastors in Portales, 
Hobbs, Jal and Columbus and attended the State Mission Board meeting in 

Albuquerque.  

 

In August, Sunday School training took the spotlight, as I was able to participate 

in training in Albuquerque.  I continued to meet with pastors and attended People 

Groups Team meetings via zoom. I also contacted pastors about attending the 

Kaleidoscope Kultural Festival in Albuquerque in September.  

 

Native American Ministries ï Daniel Clymer 

New Mexico Native Baptists have seen the mighty work of God this year!  Our 

post-pandemic gatherings are back to normal, and the numbers of attendees 

continues to grow.  The Nation-to-Nation Initiative is moving again, which is NM 

Native Baptists on mission reaching other tribes. New opportunities lie ahead as 

we will be joining other Native Baptists from other states in the coming year for 

mission opportunities. The following report celebrates our events. 
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New Mexico Native Baptists Awakening and Inlow Indian Family Camp 

The third annual Native Baptist Awakening was at First Baptist Church Rio 

Rancho on April 1. Our guest speakers were Gary Hawkins of the Fellowship of 

Native American Christians and Steve Ballew, our BCNM Lead 

Missionary/Executive Director.  Karen Lafferty of First Baptist Church Santa Fe, 
a recording artist, led music. Breakout sessions were led by Steve Ballew, Gary 

Hawkins, Daniel Clymer, and a session co-led by Paula Tsoodle and Denise 

Clymer. The theme was ñRestoring the Soul of the Family.ò  Fifty-two people 

attended and the Native Baptist Partnership led out in the event. 

   

The Native American Baptist Partnership announces the 2024 Native Baptist 

Awakening Conference. The theme will be ñPowerful Faith Storiesò with 

Featured Speaker Mark Custalow of Glorieta Baptist Church, Oklahoma City, 

OK.  The April Awakening date for 2024 will be announced soon. 

   

Inlow Indian Family Camp was June 19-23, 2023. The theme was ñSanctifiedò, 1 

Thessalonians 5:23-24.  The cost for camp was $182.50.  The camp team leaders 
were April Delores, Administration Team Leader; Karen Tapia, Communications 

Team Leader; John Joe, Worship Service Coordinator; Charlie Riddick, Adult 

Team Leader; Jeremiah Clymer, Powersurge Team Leader; and Katie Taptto, 

Childrenôs Team Leader.  Denise Clymer stepped in as Childrenôs Team Leader 

for Katie Taptto due to a health issue.  The camp pastor was Jeff Janca of First 

Indian Baptist Church Taos. We had 158 in attendance from nine Native Baptist 

congregations and four non-Native churches. The Native Baptist congregations 

participating were Laguna-Acoma, Gallup East Aztec, Navajo Outreach Gallup, 

Taos Indian, Jemez Valley, Española First Indian, Selah Albuquerque, Rock 

Springs, and Mescalero. Scott Tafoya reported from the Decision Guidance Team 

11 salvations, four rededications, three returning home for baptism, and two 
responding to a call to ministry.  Hosts of prayer requests were made.  Jeff Janca 

of First Indian Baptist Church of Taos brought excellent nightly messages, and 

we were so blessed to have him this year.  Semihan Korean Church of Dallas, TX, 

presented the nightly worship music and assisted in different ways through the 

week.  Vance Purkey of First Baptist Roswell led our security team that was made 

up of volunteers from First Baptist Church of Abernathy, TX and the Semihan 

Church. Vance, a certified archery instructor, used our new set of certified archery 

gear for campers in the afternoon recreation time.  The camp was a big success 

and our team leaders worked very hard. The 2024 Inlow Indian Family Camp will 

be June 17-21, 2024.  The theme will be, ñBe Children of God: Shine as Lightsò, 

Philippians 2:14-16.  The cost will be determined by the BCNM offices.  The new 

camp team leaders are:  April Delores, Administration Team Leader; Karen Tapia, 
Communications Team Leader; John Joe, Worship Service Coordinator with 

Benjamin Talley as an apprentice; Charlie Riddick, Adult Team Leader; Jeremiah 

Clymer, Powersurge Team Leader; and Denise Clymer, Childrenôs Team Leader 
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with Paula Tsoodle as Childrenôs Rec Leader. The camp pastor will be Gerome 

Fragua of First Baptist Church, Albuquerque. 

 

New Mexico Native American Southern Baptist Partnership 

The 2023 partnership meetings were January 28 at Selah Church Albuquerque; 
April was the Awakening Conference (for Evangelism, Discipleship, & 

Missions); July 29 at First Indian Baptist Church of Taos; and October 28 at 

Gospel Victory Baptist Church near Bloomfield.  The Partnership Leadership 

Team members are: Scott Tafoya, Administration Team Leader; Rowena Gibson, 

Stewardship Team Leader; Communications Team Leader is pending approval;  

Edna Romero/Charlie Riddick, Growth Team; and Paula Tsoodle, Missions 

Team.   

 

Native Baptist Annual Leadership Retreat 

The third Annual Native Baptist Leadership Retreat was held August 25-26, 2023 

at the BCNM Offices in Albuquerque.  There were 16 leaders present representing 

the Native Baptist Partnership and Inlow Indian Family Camp.  Planning for 2024 
was the primary focus for the groups as well as training.   

 

Native Baptist Accomplishments 

A couple of construction projects were begun in 2023: the digging of the water 

line for running water at Eagle Springs Baptist Church in the Ojo Encino 

community and the rebuilding of the fellowship hall after the water heater fire at 

Tinian Baptist Church. The Eagle Springs Church water line and septic is now 

completed, and they are hooking up the church to them now.  Tinianôs fellowship 

hall rebuild was supervised by Georgia Baptists and included teams from Texas 

and New Mexico. The building is up and in the dry, and the inside portions of the 

building are next on the schedule.  Volunteers are much appreciated. 
 

 

Our Apache ministries have been working on post-pandemic outreach. Pastor 

Christian Epling, and wife Jeanine, have been working to make repairs on the 

church building at Dulce and are welcoming teams that would like to help. They 

have worked tirelessly to keep the ministry going and God is blessing. Pastor 

Delvon Chee, and wife, Joy, at Mescalero Baptist Church, are working within 

their community to meet needs among their people. They have a great heart for 

the Lord and those that are lost, and need our prayers as they continue to reach 

their tribe.   

 

Final Comments 

New Mexico Native American Baptists send our love and prayers to the families 

of Allen Woody of Thoreau, Rose Fragua of Jemez Pueblo and Virginia Nelson 

who so devotedly served the Lord to reach the Navajo nation along with her late 
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husband, Tom Nelson. Allen Woody served at East Aztec Baptist Church in 

Gallup and was loved as a teacher of the Navajo speaking class at Inlow Indian 

Family Camp. Allen was the son-in-law of the late Navajo missionary Austin 

Toledo of Whitehorse/Crownpoint. Allenôs wife, Cory, continues to serve the 

Lord along with her children. Rose Fragua, and late husband Jerry, were charter 
members of Jemez Valley Baptist Church. Rose was a New Mexico Baptist at 

heart and was one of the recipients of a WMU Enchantment Award that included 

sewing blankets for the NM Baptist Childrenôs Home. She faithfully served the 

Lord all the days of her life and was a light for Christ in her loved Pueblo of 

Jemez. Gerome Fragua of First Baptist Church Albuquerque is her grandson.  

Virginia Nelson and her husband Tom will always be known as devoted leaders 

among the Native American work of New Mexico. Tom and Virginia truly were 

some of the first Native pastors that set lifelong examples for the Native pastors 

to come. The Nelsonôs children continue to serve the Lord devotedly here in our 

state. We will miss them greatly, and will cherish them as friends and faithful 

servants of our Lord.  Thank you New Mexico Baptists for your love, prayers and 

continued support in reaching the tribes of New Mexico with the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 
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2024 Budget 
 
SBC CP Allocation ï 25% of all undesignated Cooperative Program giving 
from churches forwarded to the SBC Executive Committee. 

 
 

2023 
Gross 

2024 
Gross 

   
EIT ï Executive/Information Services Team 109,050 90,900 

   
Convention Expense 38,000 44,600 

   
EDT ï Evangelism/Discipleship Team  
(includes Collegiate Ministries) 

 

281,350 284,700 

   
LDT ï Leadership Development Team 145,500 129,300 

   
Inlow and Sivells Camps 257,500 236,500 

   
MMT - Missions Mobilization Team 313,200 296,500 

   
PGT - People Groups Team 121,600 102,300 

   
General Operations 94,300 95,400 

   
Property Operations 197,000 214,700 

   
Technology 48,000 44,500 

   
***Personnel and Benefits 2,503,881 2,570,398 

   
BCNM Committees 2,650 7,650 

   
CP Exempt Items 121,000 119,000 

   

BCNM Operating Budget 4,233,031 4,236,448 

***Budget includes full-time, part-time, and seasonal staff for BCNM offices, 
regional missions, camps and collegiate ministries of approximately 75 
employees. 
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CENTRAL BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 
2517 Wyoming Blvd. NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87112 

(505) 243-2707 
www.cbanm.org 

  

2024 Annual Meeting 
Thursday, October 3 

Eastern Hills Baptist Church, Albuquerque 

Director of Missions 
John R. Torrison 
john@cbanm.org 

 

Office Manager 
Bethany Anderson 

bethany@cbanm.org 

  

OTHER ASSOCIATIONAL LEADERS  

Moderator ..................................................................................Stephen Baum 
ACP Contact Person.............................................................Bethany Anderson 
Clerk ...................................................................................Bethany Anderson 
  

MOUNTAIN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 
PO Box 23 

Datil, NM 87821 

2024 Annual Meeting 
Saturday, October 19 

Alamo Navajo Baptist Church 

Office Secretary/Ministry Assistant  
Wanda Bassler 

bassler.we2@gmail.com 

OTHER ASSOCIATIONAL LEADERS  
Moderator ................................................................................... Allen Bassler 
Vice Moderator ........................................................................... Joe Campbell 
Secretary .................................................................................. Wanda Bassler 
Other Positions  ..................................................................... Dennis Harris Jr. 

 

 MOUNTAIN VALLEY BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 
1328 Scenic Dr. 

Alamogordo, NM 88310 
(575) 437-9987 

Fax: (575) 437-4109 
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2024 Annual Meeting 
Monday, October 14 

Primera Iglesia Bautista, Alamogordo 

 

Area Missions Strategist 
Dusty Marshall 

dusty@mvbanm.org 

Assistant AMS/Clerk 
Michael Speegle 

michael@mvbanm.org 

OTHER ASSOCIATIONAL LEADERS  
Moderator .......................................................................................... Cal West 
Vice Moderator .............................................................................Galen Isaacs 

ACP Contact Person............................................................... Michael Speegle 
Clerk ..................................................................................... Michael Speegle 
Administrative Committee Chairman .......................................... Hayden Smith 
Music Ministry Director .............................................................Steve Martone 
Missions Development Director ................................................ Pete McMillan 
Nominating Committee Chairman ................................................... Jincy Gage 
Treasurer .................................................................................... Garland Peek 
Bible Drill ............................................................................. Stephanie Jensen 
Disaster Relief ........................................................................ Clayton Murphy 

ESL Ministry .............................................................................. Janie Blanton 
 

 

NORTHEASTERN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 
PO Box 131 

Maxwell, NM 87728 
(575) 603-1051 

 

2024 Annual Meeting 
Saturday, October 12 

First Baptist Church, Las Vegas 

 

OTHER ASSOCIATIONAL LEADERS  
Moderator ................................................................................ Murrell Howell 
Vice-Moderator ............................................................................. C.J. Gentile 
Treasurer ...................................................................................Rebecca Perez 
Assistant Treasurer...................................................................... Nelda Francis 

Music Ministry Director ............................................................. Ben Campbell 
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PECOS VALLEY BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 
PO Box 267 

Artesia, NM 88211 
(575) 746-2729 

Fax: (575)746-6264 

pvba@pvtnetworks.net 

 

2024 Annual Meeting 
Sunday, October 20 

Hermosa Drive Baptist Church, Artesia 

Director of Missions  
John Hinze 

Office Secretary/Ministry Assistants  
Randa Riggs 

Connie Stageberg 
Cathy Pennington 

OTHER ASSOCIATIONAL LEADERS  
Moderator ......................................................................................Andy Byers 
Vice-Moderator ....................................................................... Ty Houghtaling 
ACP Contact Person..................................................................... Randa Riggs 
Clerk ........................................................................................... Randa Riggs 
Treasurer ................................................................................. Michael Alaniz 

Missions Development Director .....................................................Andy Byers 
Trustee Chairman.......................................................................... Don Plotner 
Disaster Relief Coordinator ...................................................Cathy Pennington 
Other ............................................................................................ John Ortega 
 
  

RIO GRANDE BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 
PO Box 453 

Las Cruces, NM 88004 
(575) 522-6764 

Fax: (575) 522-6764 
riogrande@qwestoffice.net 

 

2024 Annual M eeting 
Sunday, October 6 

Place TBD 

Director of Missions  
James K. Underwood 

jamesunderwood@q.com 
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Office Secretary/Ministry Assistant  
Linda Edwards 

OTHER ASSOCIATIONAL LEADERS  
Moderator ............................................................................ James Underwood 
ACP Contact Person.................................................................. Linda Edwards 
Clerk ........................................................................................ Linda Edwards 
Treasurer ................................................................................ David Englehart 
Administrative Committee Chairman .................................................. Jim Pratt 

 

SAN JUAN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 
1010 Ridgeway Place 

Farmington, NM 87401 

(505) 327-4530 
Fax: (505) 327-0604 

sanjuanbaptist@gmail.com 
  

2024 Annual Meeting 
Sunday, October 6 

First Baptist Church, Aztec 

Director of Missions  
Eric Frye 

esfrye@mac.com 

 
Office Secretary/Ministry Assistant  

Eunice Begaye 

OTHER ASSOCIATIONAL LEADERS  

Moderator ..................................................................................... Randy Dean 
Vice-Moderator .......................................................................... James Mahan 
ACP Contact Person.................................................................. Eunice Begaye 
Treasurer ........................................................................................ Karen Ray 
Church Strengthen .................................................................... Debbie Gibson 

Community Ministries ................................................................... Linda Dean 
Engagement Ministries ..................................................................... Joe Barela 
Leadership Development ..........................................................  Bob Schlauger 
Church Planting .......................................................................... James Mahan 
Recording Clerk ........................................................................... Zelma Bodie 

 

SANGRE DE CRISTO BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 
2200 Diamond Dr. 

Los Alamos, NM 87544 

 

2024 Annual Meeting 
TBD 
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OTHER ASSOCIATIONAL LEADERS  
Moderator ................................................................................... David Taylor 
Vice-Moderator ............................................................................. Joe Phillips 
Secretary ..................................................................................... Jordan Clark 
Teasurer .......................................................................................... Roy Brent 
  
SOUTHEASTERN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 

5512 Lovington Highway 
Hobbs, NM 88240 

(575) 392-4456 
Fax: (575) 392-1564 

sebanewmexico@gmail.com 
  

2024 Annual Meeting 
Sunday, October 6 

First Baptist Church, Eunice 

Associational Coordinator  
Kevin Waldrop 

 
Office Secretary/Ministry Assistant  

Janet Waldrop 

OTHER ASSOCIATIONAL LEADERS  
Moderator ................................................................................... Dave Rowser 
Vice-Moderator ........................................................................ Dennis Teeters 
ACP Contact .............................................................................. Janet Waldrop 
Treasurer ........................................................................................... Jim Frye 

Leadership Development ........................................................... Gary Chapman 
Church Revitalization............................................................... Geraldo Franco 
Community Outreach .................................................................... Zach Souter 
Church Planting ....................................................................... Randy McDaris 
Other Positions ............................................................................ Dale Hudson 
................................................................................................... Scotty Gandy 

 

SOUTHWESTERN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 
PO Box 422 

Santa Clara, NM 88026 
 

2024 Annual Meeting 
Saturday, October 12 

Gila Valley Baptist Church 
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OTHER ASSOCIATIONAL LEADERS  
Moderator ...................................................................................... Leroy Lacy 

Vice-Moderator ........................................................................... Mason Davis 
Treasurer ................................................................................ Dale Thompson 

  

TRI-AREA BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 
1100 W. Manana 
Clovis, NM 88101 

(575) 714-7788 
  

2024 Annual Meeting 
Saturday, October 12 

First Baptist Church, Tucumcari 

Director of Missions  
Dr. Dave McFadden 

Office Secretary/Ministry Assistant  
Elaine Williford 

 

Other Paid Staff 

LaQuita Dial 

OTHER ASSOCIATIONAL LEADERS  
Moderator ...................................................................................... Beau Lamb 
Vice-Moderator ..................................................................... Wayne Boydstun 
ACP Contact Person................................................................ Elaine Williford 
Treasurer ............................................................................ Fathom McKeown 

 

WESTERN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 
Box 2496 

Milan, NM 87021 
(505) 290-0976 

wbafinsec@gmail.com 

 

2024 Annual Meeting 
Sunday, October 19 

Rock Springs Baptist Church 

Office Secretary/Ministry Assistant  
Nenderle Hogue 
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OTHER ASSOCIATIONAL LEADERS  
Moderator .........................................................................Robert McIntosh, Jr. 
Vice-Moderator ........................................................................Mark Hampton 
ACP Contact Person................................................................ Nenderle Hogue 
Clerk ............................................................................................. Tara Hogue 
Treasurer ................................................................................ Nenderle Hogue 

...................................................................................................... Tara Hogue 
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PO Box 629 

Portales, NM 88130 
(575) 359-1254 

 
Serenity Richard Executive Director 
Lon Graham Vice-President 
 

Board of Directors 
2024 

 
Chairman .................................................................................... Scott Weese 
Vice Chairman............................................................................. Joe Andrews 
Recording Secretary .................................................................... Dana Philips 
 

Non-Expiring Term 
Executive Director, BCNM 

One-Year TermðExpires October 2024 
Sharon Deal 
Amy Redus 
Scott Weese 

 
Two-Year TermðExpires October 2025 

Joe Andrews 
Richard Matzke 

Dale Shook 
Paul Tankersley 

Three-Year TermðExpires October 2026 
Glennys Elliott 

Phyllis Ivy 
Colt Wetterman 
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ARTICLES of AMENDMENT 
to the 

ARTICLES of INCORPORATION  
Of 

THE NEW MEXICO BAPTIST CHILDREN'S HOME  

AND FAMILY MINISTRIES, INC.  
(As Amended October 26, 2016) 

 
ARTICLE ONE: Name. The name of the Corporation is The New Mexico Baptist 
Children's Home and Family Ministries, Inc. 
 

ARTICLE TWO: Duration. The period of its duration is perpetual. 
 
ARTICLE THREE: Purpose. The purposes for which the Corporation is organized 

are to provide care in a Christian environment for children who are unable to remain 
in their natural home, and to engage in any other benevolent and charitable work that 
will not interfere with the maintenance of a home for dependent children. 
 
ARTICLE FOUR: Charitable Nature. No part of the net earnings of the Corporation 
shall inure to the benefit of, or be distributable to its members, trustees, officers, or 
other private persons, except that the Corporation shall be authorized and empowered 
to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered and to make payments and 

distributions in furtherance of the purposes set forth herein. No substantial part of the 
activities of the Corporation shall be the carrying on of propaganda, or otherwise 
attempting to influence legislation, and the Corporation shall not participate in, or 
intervene in (including the publishing or distribution of statements) any political 
campaign on behalf of or in opposition to any candidate for public office. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of these articles, the Corporation shall not carry 
on any other activities not permitted to be carried on (a) by a corporation exempt from 
federal income tax under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or the 

corresponding section of any future federal tax code, or (b) by a corporation, 
contributions to which are deductible under section 170(c)(2) of the Internal Revenue 
Code, or the corresponding section of any future federal tax code. 
  
ARTICLE FIVE: Dissolution. Upon the dissolution of the Corporation, assets 
remaining after all liabilities and obligations shall be paid and discharged, or adequate 
provision shall be made therefore, shall be distributed as provided in the New Mexico 
Nonprofit Corporation Act to one or more organizations which are organized and 

operated exclusively for one or more purposes described in section 501(c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code, or the corresponding section of any future federal tax code. If 
at that time The Baptist Convention of New Mexico is such an entity, then all assets 
available for distribution shall be distributed to The Baptist Convention of New 
Mexico.  
 
ARTICLE SIX: Member.   

 
A. This Corporation shall have one Member, The Baptist Convention of New 
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Mexico, a New Mexico religious nonprofit corporation. The annual meeting of The 
Baptist Convention of New Mexico shall constitute the annual meeting of the 
Member. Any other meeting of the Member may occur only as provided in The Baptist 
Convention of New Mexico's governing instruments.   
 

B. In addition to the rights granted the Member under these Articles, in the 
Bylaws, and under the provisions of the New Mexico Nonprofit Corporation Act, as 
it may be amended, the Member shall have the right to vote on: the amendment of the 
Articles of Incorporation; merger or consolidation and dissolution; the sale, lease, 
exchange, mortgage, pledge or other disposition of all or substantially all, the property 
and assets of the Corporation.  
 
ARTICLE SEVEN: Composition of the Board of Directors. The Board of Directors 

of this Corporation shall be composed of two persons from each of five regions 
throughout the state who are a member of a church from associations recognized by 
the Baptist Convention of New Mexico, plus the Executive Director of The Baptist 
Convention of New Mexico. The regions would consist of Northeastern, 
Southeastern, Northwestern, Southwestern and the Albuquerque/Santa Fe area. This 
would provide a total of an eleven member board. A change in that number shall be 
made only by amending the Articles of Incorporation. Directors shall be elected by 
The Baptist Convention of New Mexico for terms of three years. The expiration of 

terms shall continue to be staggered so that one third of the terms will expire each 
year. A Director who has served three terms or any portion thereof shall be ineligible 
for election to another successive term until one year has elapsed following the end of 
his term. A Director may be removed from office by The Baptist Convention of New 
Mexico for any reason deemed sufficient to the Convention and after notice of the 
proposed removal has been given the Director and the Director has been afforded an 
opportunity to be heard by the State Executive Board of The Baptist Convention of 
New Mexico. Alternatively, a Director may be removed by action of the State 

Executive Board of The Baptist Convention of New Mexico upon the request of the 
Board of Directors of this Corporation after notice of the proposed removal has been 
given the Director and the Director has been afforded an opportunity to be heard by 
the State Executive Board of The Baptist Convention of New Mexico in annual or 
special session. Vacancies occurring on the Board of Directors other than as the result 
of an increase in the number of persons constituting the Board, or as the result of the 
expiration of a term, may be filled temporarily by the affirmative vote of a majority 
of the remaining directors, though less than a quorum of the Board until The Baptist 
Convention of New Mexico acts to fill the vacancy for the remainder of the term of 

the person vacating the position. 
 The Board of Directors shall present to the State Executive Board in the Boardôs 
July meeting suggested nominees for each vacancy on the Corporationôs Board. If the 
State Executive Board finds any suggested nominee not acceptable, the Corporationôs 
Board of Directorôs shall be advised of the State Executive Boardôs position and shall 
be invited to submit other suggested nominee(s) to the State Executive Board in its 
September meeting. Those suggested nominees acceptable to the State Executive 
Board shall be nominated by the State Executive Board to the Convention. If the State 

Executive Board declines to nominate a suggested nominee, the State Executive 
Board shall nominate a person of its choosing. 
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 The Chairman of the Board will not be eligible to serve as an officer for more than 
two consecutive years.  
 
ARTICLE EIGHT: Books and Records. The Corporation shall keep correct and 
complete books and records of account and shall keep minutes of the proceedings of 

its Board of Directors and committees having any of the authority of the Board of 
Directors. All books and records of the Corporation may be inspected by an officer, 
agent or attorney of The Baptist Convention of New Mexico for any proper purpose 
and at any reasonable time.  
 
ARTICLE NINE: Registered Office and Agent. The address of its registered office 
and the name of its registered agent at such address is: Randy Rankin, Administrator, 
2100 South Avenue I, Portales NM 88130. 

 
ARTICLE TEN: Amendment. These Articles may be further amended in the 
following manner: The Board of Directors shall adopt a resolution setting forth the 
proposed amendment and directing that it be submitted to a vote of the Member. 
Written notice setting forth the proposed amendment shall be given to the State 
Executive Board of The Baptist Convention of New Mexico at least ten days prior to 
a regular meeting of the State Executive Board of The Baptist Convention of New 
Mexico prior to the meeting of the Member at which the amendment will be 

considered and voted upon by the Member.  
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AMENDED BYLAWS 
of 

THE NEW MEXICO BAPTIST CHILDREN'S HOME 
(As Amended October 27, 1999) 

 
ARTICLE ONE: Offices. The principal office of the Corporation shall be located at 2100 

South Avenue I, Portales, New Mexico 88130. 
 

ARTICLE TWO: Officers. The Board of Directors shall elect the officers described in 
these Bylaws and other officers as may be deemed necessary. Officers shall be elected in 
the first regular meeting of the Board following the annual meeting of The Baptist 
Convention of New Mexico and shall hold office for one (1) year and until his or their 
successors are installed.  
 The Board shall name as administrative officers, a President, a Vice-President, a 
Secretary-Treasurer and such other officers as may be deemed necessary to carry on the 

work of the Corporation. The tenure and basis of remuneration for these shall be 
determined by the Board of Directors. 
 
ARTICLE THREE: Duties of Officers.  

 

 Section 1: Chairman: The Chairman shall preside over all meetings of the Board of 
Directors and shall perform such other duties as ordinarily pertain to the office of chairman.  

 

Section 2: Vice-Chairman:  It shall be the duty of the Vice-Chairman to act for the 
Chairman in his absence or incapacity.  

 
Section 3: Chairman Pro Tem: If at any time the Chairman and Vice-Chairman shall 

be unable to act, the Board of Directors shall appoint some other member of the Board to 
do so, in whom shall be vested, for the time being, all duties and functions of the office.  

 
Section 4: Recording Secretary: The Recording Secretary shall keep a record of the 

proceedings of the Board of Directors in all business meetings.  
 

Section 5: President: The President, as the Executive Officer of the Corporation, 
shall carry out the instruction of the Board of Directors. It shall be the President's duty, 
upon the approval and direction of the Board of Directors, to execute contracts, deeds, 
documents and other instruments. The President may also be called the Administrator.  

 
Section 6: Vice-President: It shall be the duty of the Vice-President to assist the 

President in all matters related to the administration of the Corporation as directed, and to 
act for the President in his absence or incapacity. The Vice-President may be called the 
Assistant Administrator. 

 
Section 7: Secretary-Treasurer: It shall be the duty of the Secretary-Treasurer to 

assist the President in all matters related to the administration of the Corporation as directed 
by the President. The Secretary-Treasurer shall be responsible for maintaining an accurate 
record of all proceedings during board and committee meetings and performing duties of 

business management as directed by the President. As Secretary-Treasurer this officer shall 
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be responsible for maintaining an accurate financial record of all receipts and 
disbursements of the institution. The Secretary-Treasurer may be called the Business 
Manager. 
 
ARTICLE FOUR: Meetings of the Board of Directors. 

 
Section 1: Regular Meetings: The Board of Directors shall meet a minimum of three 

(3) times per year at such time and place as the Board determines. Written notice of all 
regular meetings shall be made by the Chairman of the Board or the executive officers of 
the Corporation ten (10) days prior to the meeting.  
 

Section 2: Called Meetings: Called meetings may be held upon call of the Chairman, 
the Administrator of the Home, or upon request of any five (5) members of the Board of 

Directors, and the Chairman shall give sufficient notice of the time and place thereof to 
enable the Directors to attend.  

 
Section 3: Quorum: A quorum of the Board of Directors shall consist of a simple 

majority of the members of the Board.  
 
ARTICLE FIVE: Committees. The Board of Directors, by resolution adopted by a 
majority of the Directors in office, may designate and appoint one or more committees 

each of which shall consist of two or more directors. The committees, to the extent provided 
in the resolution or in these Bylaws, shall have and exercise all the authority of the Board 
of Directors, except that no committee shall have the authority of the Board of Directors to 
amend, alter or repeal the Bylaws, act in regard to the removing of a director or officer or 
committee member, or act in regards to the election of a director, or undertake to amend 
the Articles of Incorporation or restate those articles, adopt a plan of merger or 
consolidation, authorize the sale, lease, exchange or mortgage of all or substantially all of 
the property and assets of the Corporation, authorize the voluntary dissolution of the 

Corporation, adopt a plan for the distribution of the assets of the Corporation, or amend, 
alter or repeal any resolution of the Board of Directors which by its terms provides that it 
shall not be amended, altered, or repealed by a committee. 
 
ARTICLE SIX: Salary and Indemnification. 
 

Section 1: No director of this Corporation shall receive, or lawfully be entitled to 
receive, any salary or remuneration for services connected with the administration of the 
affairs of this Corporation. Actual expenses incurred by any such director may be refunded 

when authorized by the Board.  
 

Section 2: The Corporation shall indemnify any director or officer or former director 
or officer of the Corporation against reasonable expenses, costs, and attorneys' fees actually 
and reasonably incurred by him in connection with the defense of any action, suit or 
proceeding, civil or criminal, in which he is made a party by reason of being or having been 
a director or officer. The indemnification shall include any amounts paid to satisfy a 
judgment or to compromise or settle a claim. The director or officer shall not be 

indemnified if he shall be adjudged to be liable on the basis that he has breached or failed 
to perform the duties of his office and the breach or failure to perform constitutes willful 
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misconduct or recklessness. Advance indemnification shall be allowed of a director or 
officer for reasonable expenses to be incurred in connection with the defense of the action, 
suit or proceeding provided that the director or officer must reimburse the Corporation if it 
is subsequently determined that the director or officer was not entitled to indemnification.  
 

ARTICLE SEVEN: Executive Committee.  

 
Section 1: The Executive Committee of the Board of Directors shall consist of the 

Chairmen of each standing committee of the Board. The Committee Chairman is to be 
elected from those members of the Committee, which are appointed to their respective 
committee by the Chairman or Vice-Chairman of the Board of Directors, in annual session.  

The Executive Committee shall include the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Secretary 
and shall be composed of not more than twelve (12) members, including the Chairman, 

Vice-Chairman and Secretary, a majority of whom shall constitute a quorum.  
 

Section 2. The Board of Directors may delegate to the Executive Committee such 
authority as is deemed necessary to conduct the business of the Corporation, but not the 
authority these Bylaws prohibit a committee from discharging, between meetings of the 
Board of Directors. 

 

Section 3. The Executive Committee shall meet not less than once each calendar 

month, except on those months when there is a regular or special meeting of the full board. 
These meetings may be at a time and place designated by the Chairman or by telephone 
conference. The Chairman shall give reasonable notice to the members of the Executive 
Committee by phone or mail of the time and place of each meeting. 

 

ARTICLE EIGHT: Policy and Personnel Committee. The Policy and Personnel 
Committee shall be appointed by the Chairman and shall consist of not less than three 
members. This committee shall maintain and cause to be published a manual setting forth 

the policies of The New Mexico Baptist Children's Home for operations and personnel. 
The Board shall undertake to cause policies concerning personnel to be generally consistent 
insofar as possible, with those adopted by The Baptist Convention of New Mexico, as the 
same may from time to time be amended. The hiring and tenure of all employees shall be 
under the direction of the Children's Home Administrator.   

The Children's Home Administrator shall be chosen and the terms and conditions of 
employment determined by the Board of Directors of the Children's Home. 

 
ARTICLE NINE: Finance-Budget Committee. The Finance-Budget Committee shall be 
appointed by the Chairman and shall consist of not less than three members. This 

committee shall prepare and present to the Board of Directors the annual budget, and may 
from time to time recommend to the Board of Directors changes in the budget.  

This committee shall determine procedures to assure fiscal accountability. All funds 
delivered to the Corporation by gift, devise and bequest or otherwise and not otherwise 
designated by the donor and all undistributed income derived therefrom shall be invested 
and continued to be invested under the direction of the committee by The New Mexico 
Baptist Foundation.   
 
ARTICLE TEN: Financial Responsibility.  
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 Section 1. The Board of Directors shall make reports to The Baptist Convention of 
New Mexico and to its State Executive Board.  

 
Section 2. The Children's Home Administrator shall employ the Convention Auditor 

to prepare a complete audit of all of the Children's Home's operation and financial 
transactions every year and shall offer same to be published in the annual of the 
Convention. 

 
Section 3. The Chairman, the Secretary-Treasurer, and the Chairman of the Finance-

Budget Committee of the Children's Home Board shall prepare and present a monthly 
financial report to the Chairman of the Executive Board, the President, and the Business 
Administrator of The Baptist Convention of New Mexico for review. Each quarter the 

above named and the Property-Finance Committee of The Baptist Convention of New 
Mexico shall be invited to review the financial statements of The New Mexico Baptist 
Children's Home and the Corporation's designated officers or directors shall offer to present 
a report at each regular meeting of the State Executive Board of The Baptist Convention 
of New Mexico. 
 
ARTICLE ELEVEN: Seal. The corporate seal of this corporation shall be a circular seal 
with the name and words, ñThe New Mexico Baptist Children's Home.ò 

 

ARTICLE TWELVE: Amendments. These Bylaws may be amended by a majority vote 

of the Board of Directors. 
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Annual Report 
 

Have you ever considered that when we are saved, our future is completely 

rewritten? 

 

When you partner with NMBCH, you are helping to rewrite futures for children 
from hard places! Consider Brian*. Brian moved into the Home from the 

Alamogordo area after enduring a childhood in which he rarely knew when he 

would eat again. Even after years of having plenty of food available to him at 

NMBCH, he is hesitant to eat until he feels full because he is afraid that if he ever 

has to return to his previous situation, it would be harder for him if he is used to 

having a full belly.  

 

However, Brian is beginning to understand that hunger does not have to be a part 

of his future. See, God, through the faithful Baptists of New Mexico, is providing 

an earthly home for Brian as he works his way through college in our transitional 

living program. But even better than that, Brian experienced the saving grace of 

our Lord and Savior and his eternal future has also been rewritten! You are 

making a difference in the lives of children and families! 

 

Over this past year, we have seen God working in your Childrenôs Home. The 

children are benefitting from wonderful training that our staff have received 

including TBRI training and the Christian Alliance for Orphans conference. Our 

goal is that each child will feel welcomed, valued and cared for.  

 

Barring any major setbacks, the Estancia campus is expected to open by next 

summer. We are so thankful for the many volunteers that have helped with the 

construction. If you, your church or your association would like to be involved, 

we have a registry for some of the needs at that campus. It includes appliances 
and furniture, so, if you would like to help us with those, please go to nmbch.com 

to view the list. Please join us in prayer for the future children who will call this 

new campus ñhomeò. 

 

In Christ,  

 

Serenity Richard 

Executive Director 

 

(*  Names changed) 

P.S. Learn more at nmbch.com 
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2024 Budget 
 

Projected Income: 

Donation Income: $1,350,000  

Non-Donor Income: $264,000    

Farm Income:  $15,000  
Unrestricted Grants: $50,000  

Guardian Support: $31,896 

Trusts: $784,344  

TOTAL:  $2,495,240   

 

Projected Expenses: 

Total Administrative Costs:   19 % 

Family Ministries:     4 % 

Direct Childcare    71 %                                                                     
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