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ANNUAL  
 

of 
 

The Baptist Convention  
of New Mexico  

5325 Wyoming NE  Ste. 200 , Albuquerque 87109  
505.924.2300  

www.bcnm.com  
 

First Baptist Church of Las Cruces 
October 21-22, 2025 

 

OFFICERS OF THE CONVENTION  
 

President Stephen Baum, Albuquerque First West 
First Vice President Chris Promersberger, Edgewood Mt. Valley 
Second Vice President Joel Gunn, Bloomfield First 
Recording Secretary Nancy Faucett, BCNM 
Assistant Recording Secretary Yolanda Montoya, BCNM 
Parlamentarían Howell Scott, Carlsbad First 

 
2026 meeting to be held 

October 19-20 
Eastern Hills Baptist Church 

Albuquerque 
 

Preacher of Annual Sermon Matt Celoria, Alamogordo Bethel 
Alternate Houston Cano, Church at the Butte 

 
2027 Meeting 

October 25-26 Bloomfield First 
2028 Meeting 

October 23-24 Artesia First 
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TOP CHURCHES IN 

TOTAL NUMBER OF BAPTISMS IN 20 25*  

 Church    Membership Baptisms 

1. Las Cruces First 1,916 84 

2. Las Cruces Dona Ana Cowboy 204 53 

3. Albuquerque New Covenant 1,532 47 

4. Las Cruces Real Life 684 45 

5. Artesia West Main 684 35 

6. Albuquerque Iglesia Nuevas Alturas 125 25 

7. Albuquerque Desert Springs 630 24 

8. Bloomfield First 777 23 

9. Roswell First 696 21 

10. Clayton First 196 20 

10. Hobbs Crosswinds 325 20 

10. Rio Rancho First 752 20 

 

TOP CHURCHES IN 

COOPERATIVE PROGRAM GIFTS IN 202 5** 

 Church    Membership Total CP 

1. Clovis Central 1,207 $154,532 

2. Carlsbad First 794 $148,641 

3. Artesia First 932 $130,294 

4. Bloomfield First 777 $125,303 

5. Albuquerque Eastern Hills 1,156 $122,349 

6. Albuquerque Hoffmantown 885 $120,000 

7. Farmington Emmanuel 402 $113,868 

8. Hobbs Taylor Memorial 411 $111,194 

9. Las Cruces First 1,916 $108,333 

10. Alamogordo Bethel 1,016 $103,535 

 

TOP CHURCHES IN 

PER CAPITA COOPERATIVE PROGRAM GIFTS IN 202 5**  

 Church    Membership Total Per  

Capita 

1. Animas 3 $624.05 

2. Portales First 102 $461.68 

3. Glenwood 10 $444.92 

4. Eagle Nest 20 $421.85 

5.  Farmington Generation 16 $421.03 

6. Albuquerque Restore 24 $389.58 

7. Belen Sierra Vista 30 $366.87 
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8. Carlsbad Garden Street 15 $366.62 

9. Farmington First 148 $338.92 

10. Alamogordo Jesus el Buen Pastor 4 $300.00 

 

TOP CHURCHES IN 

STATE MISSIONS OFFERING GIFTS IN 2025**  

 Church Membership Total SMO 

1. Clovis Central 1,207 $80,895 

2. Rio Rancho Awaken 50 $20,000 

3. Clovis Sandia 120 $18,423 

4. Farmington Emmanuel 402 $17,130 

5. Roswell Bethel 86 $15,188 

6. Hobbs Taylor Memorial 411 $14,885 

7. Artesia First 932 $14,241 

8. Albuquerque Eastern Hills 1,156 $13,603 

9. Albuquerque Del Norte 358 $12,699 

10. Alamogordo Bethel 1,016 $10,955 

  

 

TOP CHURCHES IN 

PER CAPITA STATE MISSIONS OFFERING GIFTS IN 2025**  

 Church Membership Total Per 

 Capita SMO 

1. Rio Rancho Awaken 50 $400.00 

2. Roswell Bethel 86 $176.60 

3. Red River First 46 $175.37 

4. Clovis Calvary 125 $165.00 

5. Clovis Sandia 120 $153.52 

6. Albuquerque Monterey 68 $121.43 

7. Causey 13 $76.92 

8. Pie Town 16 $74.56 

9. Rodeo 16 $69.59 

10. Clovis Central 1,207 $67.02 

 

* Statistics compiled from 2025 Annual Church Profile 

** Statistics compiled from receipts received at BCNM office January 1, 2025-

December 31, 2025 
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¶ Staff Direc tory  
¶ State Mission  Board Members  
¶ State Appointed/Elected Committees  
¶ Articles of Incorporation/Bylaws  
¶ Minutes of Annual Meeting  
¶ Minutes of State Mission  Board  
¶ Annual Staff Reports  
¶ Budget  
¶ Audit Report  
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DIRECTORY OF 
STATE WORKERS 

 
All e-mail addresses for BCNM staff are the first initial and last name @bcnm.com 
except for Katy Parker who is katyp@bcnm.com and Brittany Barrett which 
bbarrett2@bcnm.com. (Example: sballew@bcnm.com) 
 
OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE 505-924-2325 
Steve Ballew, Lead Missionary/Executive Director 505-924-2325 
Gerald Farley, Business Administrator 505-924-2310 
Elizabeth Keller, Accountant 505-924-2343 
Nancy Faucett, Executive Assistant 505-924-2325 
Toni Warner, Ministry Assistant 505-924-2334 
Kim Nickell, Ministry Assistant 505-924-2310 
  
OFFICE OF COMMUNICATION AND TECHNOLOGY 505-924-2311 
Kevin Parker, Team Leader 505-924-2311 
Brittany Barrett, Ministry Assistant 505-924-2311 
Johanna Nelson, Staff Content Writer 505-924-2326 
Hope Evans, Digital Marketing Manager 505-924-2311 
 
CHURCH HEALTH TEAM 505-924-2314 
Rick Brittain, Team Leader 505-924-2314 
Katy Parker, NextGen/Womenôs Ministry Strategist 505-924-2316 
Clay Pope, Inlow Baptist Camp Manager 505-910-0371 
Mark Middleton, Inlow Baptist Camp Assistant Manager 505-910-0371 
Benney Tapia, Sivells Baptist Camp Manager 575-495-6013 
Cheryl Vaughn, Ministry Assistant 505-924-2314 
Yolanda Montoya, Ministry Assistant 505-924-2336 
 
REGIONAL MISSIONARIES 505-924-2300 
Daniel Clymer, Native American Regional Missionary 505-269-3103 
Herminio Estrada, Northern Hispanic Regional Missionary 505-315-3137 
Michael Hay, Northeast Regional Missionary 505-235-0995 
Jeffery Lowe, Northwest Regional Missionary 409-594-0669 
Mario Navarro, Eastern Regional Missionary 575-551-2268 
Luis Olmos, Southwest Regional Missionary 505-508-6907 
Kevin Parker, Mountain Regional Missionary 505-924-2311 
Christian Rocha, Ministry Assistant 505-924-2300 
 
CHURCH MISSIONS TEAM 505-924-2315 
Matt Thackerson, Team Leader 505-924-2315 
Ed Greene, Disaster Relief Director 505-553-6089 
Melissa Lamb, WMU Director 575-760-1561 
Diana Longoria, Ministry Assistant 505-924-2315 
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Collegiate Team:  
State Director 
1313 E. University Ave., Las Cruces 88001 575-522-7370 
David E. Englehart davide@bcnm.com 
 
Naz Cerecerez, Ministry Assistant 575-522-7370 
FAX: 575-522-1705 ncerecerez@bcnm.com 
  
Eastern New Mexico University 
Box 2005 ENMU, Portales 88130 575-356-4252 
Dag Sewell, Campus Minister dags@bcnm.com 
  
New Mexico Highlands University 
PO Box 3304, Las Vegas 87701 575-425-7326 
Jonathan Bull, Director jonathan.bull1987@gmail.com 
  
New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology 
PO Box 1126, Socorro 87801 575-835-0041 
 
New Mexico Junior College/College of the Southwest 
5512 Lovington Hwy., Hobbs 88240 575-392-4456 
 
New Mexico State University 
1313 E. University Ave., Las Cruces 88001 575-522-7370 
Micah Englehart, Campus Minister micahe@bcnm.com 
 
San Juan College 
211 W. 20th, Farmington 87401 505-635-7607 
Randi Lash, Campus Minister pumkin_head91@hotmail.com 
  
University of New Mexico 
401 University NE, Albuquerque 87106 505-243-5401 
Jay Leibold, Campus Minister jleibold@bcnm.com 
  
Western New Mexico University 
909 W. College, Silver City 88061 575-635-2019 
Thomas White, Campus Minister twhite@bcnm.com 
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STATE MISSION BOARD 

Baptist Convention of New Mexico 

2026 

Chairman ........................................................................................................ Todd Sullens  

Vice Chairman .................................................................................................. Ira Pinkston 

Secretary ........................................................................................................Nancy Faucett 

Executive Director .......................................................................................... Steve Ballew 

President of the Convention................................................................. Chris Promersberger 

 PO Box 2338, Edgewood 87015; 505-281-5566 

 

ONE-YEAR TERM - EXPIRES OCTOBER 2026 

Eunice Begay 1010 Ridgeway Pl., Farmington 87401 San Juan Association 

Louise Budagher 2508 Pelizzano Dr. SE, Rio Rancho 87124 Central Association 

Joe Byers PO Box 1467, Elephant Butte 87935 Rio Grande Association 

Mark Christesson 1805 Westridge Rd., Carlsbad 88220 Pecos Valley Association 

DôAnn Craft 2821 Doris Steider NE, Albq. 87122 Central Association 

Pete Crook 2420 N. Garden St., Roswell 88201 Pecos Valley Association 

Juanita Fierro PO Box 177, Carlsbad 88221 Pecos Valley Association 

Nelda Francis PO Box 975, Las Vegas 87701 Northeastern Association 

Ira Pinkston 5800 Montgomery Blvd. NE, Albq. 87109 Central Association 

Susie Teeters PO Box 1193, Eunice 88231 Southeastern Association 

  

TWO-YEAR TERM ï EXPIRES OCTOBER 2027 

Angus Campbell PO Box 267, Deming 88031 Southwestern Association 

Ben Campbell PO Box 656, Raton 87740 Northeastern Association 

Matt Celoria 1316 Scenic, Alamogordo 88310 Mountain Valley Association 

Cheston Fair PO Box 212, Elida 88116 Tri-Area Association 

Joel Gunn 200 W. Sycamore, Bloomfield 87413 San Juan Association 

Tan Nguyen 3560 Stetson St. SW, Los Lunas 87031 Central Association 

Todd Sullens 270 Country Club Rd., Ruidoso 88345 Mt. Valley Association 

David Taylor 2200 Diamond Dr., Los Alamos 87544 Sangre de Cristo Assoc. 

Dean Turvaville 940 Curran Dr., Clovis 88101 Tri-Area Association 

Kevin Waldrop 923 W. Iron Ave., Hobbs 88240 Southeastern Association  

 

THREE-YEAR TERM - EXPIRES OCTOBER 2028 

Jim Bayne PO Box 1549 Pena Blanca 87041 Sangre de Cristo Association 

Cal Blackwell PO Box 24, Tierra Amarillo 87575 San Juan Association 

Carlina Harris PO Box 1126, Socorro 87801 Mountain Association 

Manny Longoria 812 Fruit Ave. NW, Albuquerque 87102 Central Association 

Rob McIntosh PO Box 1498, Church Rock 87311 Western Association 

Scott McMath 247 Salt Cedar Dr., Ft. Sumner 88119 Tri-Area Association 

Micah Nave PO Box 506, Mesilla Park 88047 Rio Grande Association 

Calvin Price 2112 College Dr., Gallup 87311 Western Association 

Joe Riley 2037 Chateau Dr., Las Cruces 88005 Rio Grande Association 

Tom Sylvia PO Box 1217, Silver City 88062 Southwestern Association 
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STATE MISSION BOARD 

Teams 

2026 

President Chris Promersberber, chris@mountainvalley.org 

Chairman Todd Sullens, toddsullens@gmail.com 

 

Church Health Team  

Jim Bayne, Chair. jwbayne@gmail.com 

Eunice Begay sanjuanbaptist@gmail.com 

Louise Budagher clbudagher@gmail.com 

Angus Campbell cangus920@yahoo.com 

Ben Campbell ben@fbcraton.org 

Matt Celoria matt@bethelnm.org 

Cheston Fair chestonfair@gmail.com 

Nelda Francis nelda_f@hotmail.com 

Joel Gunn joel@fbcbloomfield.com 

Scott McMath scottmcmath98@gmail.com 

Micah Nave micah@getreallife.org 

Calvin Price pastorcalvin@fbcgallup.com 

Joe Riley josepumaplumas@yahoo.com 

David Taylor david@fbc-la.org 

Susie Teeters susieteeters59@gmail.com 

Kevin Waldrop kevinwaldrop@sbcglobal.net 

 

Church Missions Team  

Manny Longoria, Chr pastormannyfbbc@outlook.com 

Cal Blackwell calblackwell@yahoo.com 

Louise Budagher clbudagher@gmail.com 

Joe Byers joebyers75@msn.com 

Mark Christesson mcirclec@yahoo.com 

DôAnn Craft dcraft@cybermesa.com 

Pete Crook pastor.bethelroswell@gmail.com 

Juanita Fierro fierrojuanita@yahoo.com 

Carlina Harris carfbsocorro@gmail.com 

Rob McIntosh rmcintosh007@gmail.com 

Ira Pinkston ira@dnbc.org 

Tan Nguyen congtanvn@gmail.com 

Tom Silvia tom@fbcsilvercity.org 

Dean Turvaville dean.turvaville@gmail.com 
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State Mission Board Committees 

2026 continued 

 

Special Committees 

 

Policy and Personnel  

Steve Ballew, Staff Advisor 

Chris Promersberger, Chairman 

Todd Sullens, Ex-Officio 

Joe Byers 

Ben Campbell 

Nelda Francis 

Joel Gunn 

Rob McIntosh 

 

Property and Finance  

Gerald Farley, Staff Advisor 

Todd Sullens, Chairman 

Chris Promersberger, Ex-Officio 

Cal Blackwell 

Louise Budagher 

Manny Longoria 

Ira Pinkston 

Calvin Price 

 

Communication and Technology 

Kevin Parker, Staff Advisor 

Matt Celoria, Chairman 

Pete Crook 

Juanita Fierro 

Micah Nave 

Tom Sylvia 

Susie Teeters 

Kevin Waldrop 

 

Nominating Committee  

Ira Pinkston, Chairman 

Ben Campbell 

Cheston Fair 
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PASTOR/LAYMENôS  
CONFERENCE PRESIDENT 

 

Jesse Parker, President, Rio Rancho Celebration 
919-437-2698 jesseparker@celebratechrist.net  
 

 
CHRISTIAN LIFE COMMITTEE 

2026 
  
 

One-Year Term ï Expires October 2026 
 

Stephen Baum Albuquerque First West 505-243-2707 
 sbaum@cbanm.org 
Howell Scott Carlsbad First 575-921-7670 
 howell@fbccarlsbad.org 

  
Two-Year Term ï Expires October 2027 

 
Joby Shafer Portales First  719-338-0016 
 shaferglen99@gmail.com 
David Guerrero Belen First  505-864-8621 
 dguerrero379@yahoo.com 
 

Three-Year Term ï Expires October 2028 
 

Walter Bradley Clovis Central 505-330-0659 
Randy McDaris Lovington First 210-557-2151 
 randy.mcdaris@yahoo.com 
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

Elected at 2025 Convention to serve in 2026: 
  

Chipper Moore, Chairman, Fairacres 
Cynthia Evans, Cloudcroft Summit 
Alexis Speegle, Alamogordo Bethel 
Teresa Woodfill, Lindrith 

ORDER OF BUSINESS COMMITTEE 

Elected at 2025 Convention to serve in 2026: 
  
Chris Promersberger, President/Chairman 
Ira Pinkston, Albuquerque Del Norte 
Floyd Silva, Rio Rancho Cornerstone 
Woody Weed, Albuquerque Eastern Hills 
Charlotte Witt, Santa Fe First 
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ARTICLES of INCORPORATION  
of 

THE BAPTIST CONVENTION OF NEW MEXICO  

(As Amended October 27, 1999) 

  

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 53-8-37 NMSA 1978 of the Nonprofit Corporation 

Act the undersigned Corporation adopts the following Articles of Amendment to its 

Articles of Incorporation: 

  

1. The name of the Corporation is The Baptist Convention of New Mexico. 

  

2. The following amendment to the Articles of Incorporation was adopted by the 

Corporation on the 27th day of October, 1999, in the manner prescribed by the New Mexico 

Nonprofit Corporation Act: 

  

The present Articles of Incorporation as amended are deleted in their entirety and the 

following Articles of Incorporation are substituted in their place: 

  

ARTICLE ONE: Name. The name of the Corporation is The Baptist Convention of New 

Mexico. 

  

ARTICLE TWO: Duration. The period of its duration is perpetual. 

  

ARTICLE THREE: Purpose. The purposes for which the Corporation is organized are 

purely religious. These purposes include missionary, educational and charitable purposes, 

the carrying on of missionary work, the support of public worship and the spread of the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ throughout the world, and the education, training and enlistment of 

the people and ministering to the needs of the sick, helpless, aged or infirm. 

  

ARTICLE FOUR: Charitable Nature. No part of the net earnings of the Corporation shall 

inure to the benefit of, or be distributable to its members, trustees, officers, or other private 

persons, except that the Corporation shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable 

compensation for services rendered and to make payments and distributions in furtherance 

of the purposes set forth herein. No substantial part of the activities of the Corporation shall 

be the carrying on of propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, and the 

Corporation shall not participate in, or intervene in (including the publishing or distribution 

of statements) any political campaign on behalf of or in opposition to any candidate for 

public office. Notwithstanding any other provision of these Articles, the Corporation shall 

not carry on any other activities not permitted to be carried on (a) by a corporation exempt 

from federal income tax under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or the 

corresponding section of any future federal tax code, or (b) by a corporation, contributions 

to which are deductible under section 170(c)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code, or the 

corresponding section of any future federal tax code. 

  

ARTICLE FIVE: Members. 

  

A. The Members of this Corporation shall be members of Baptist churches which are in 

friendly cooperation with the Convention and which are sympathetic with the Convention's 
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purposes and work, and who are elected by their churches as messengers to the Convention 

in session, and who are properly registered and seated by the Convention.  

  

B. These Members shall be called "messengers." The messengers shall constitute the 

Convention in session. A messenger enjoys rights as a member of the Corporation only 

during the period of the specific meeting to which the messenger has been elected by the 

messenger's church and seated and not unseated by the messengers constituting the 

Convention in session.  

  

C. The rights of individual messengers, and the rights of the messengers constituting the 

Convention in session, shall be those described in these Articles of Incorporation and the 

Bylaws. A messenger must be present to vote. In addition to any right granted a messenger 

or the messengers constituting the Convention in session found elsewhere in these Articles, 

in the Bylaws, or as Members under the provisions of the New Mexico Nonprofit 

Corporation Act, as it may be amended, messengers shall have the right to vote on: the 

amendment of the Articles of Incorporation; the amendment of the Bylaws; merger or 

consolidation and dissolution; the sale, lease, exchange, mortgage, pledge or other 

disposition of all or substantially all, the property and assets of the corporation; the election 

and removal of those persons constituting the State Executive Board, the committees of the 

Convention, and officers as provided in the Bylaws; the adoption of the Convention's 

annual budget; and to allow the Convention to become the Member of, and to exercise the 

rights of The Baptist Convention of New Mexico as the Member of, any other corporation.  

  

ARTICLE SIX: Meetings of the Messengers. 

  

A. Annual Meeting. Unless an emergency is declared by the State Executive Board, there 

shall be a two-day annual meeting of the messengers constituting the Convention at such 

time and place as the messengers may select, this selection being made at least two years 

in advance. In the event of an emergency, the State Executive Board may cancel or change 

the time and place upon giving reasonable notice to the churches. 

  

B. Special Meeting. A special meeting of the messengers may be called by the messengers 

in session, by the State Executive Board, or by any two of the following officers: the 

President, the Executive Director, or the Chairman of the State Executive Board. The body 

or persons calling the special meeting shall, at least twenty days prior to the meeting, notify 

the churches of the meeting, its time, place and purpose, in writing by mail, and shall cause 

notice to be published in Baptist New Mexican. No other notice of meetings shall be 

required. 

  

C. Quorum. The presence of a majority of the registered and seated messengers shall 

constitute a quorum. 

  

ARTICLE SEVEN: Composition of the Board of Directors. The Board of Directors of 

this Corporation shall be called the State Executive Board. The State Executive Board shall 

be composed of the President of The Baptist Convention of New Mexico and thirty persons 

elected by the messengers constituting the Convention in session as provided in the bylaws. 

Vacancies occurring other than as the result of the expiration of a term or as the result of 

an increase in the number of persons constituting the State Executive Board may be filled 
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temporarily by the affirmative vote of a majority of the remaining directors, though less 

than a quorum of the State Executive Board, until the messengers constituting the 

Convention in session fill the vacancy for the remainder of the term of the person vacating 

the position. 

  

ARTICLE EIGHT: Duties of the State Executive Board.  The State Executive Board shall 

exercise the rights and powers granted to a board of directors by the New Mexico Nonprofit 

Corporation Act, these articles and the bylaws. The State Executive Board shall act for The 

Baptist Convention of New Mexico on all matters not reserved in these Articles and the 

bylaws as matters to be acted upon by the messengers constituting the Convention in 

session. In the event the messengers constituting the Convention fail to act, or act on the 

basis of demonstrably incorrect or misleading or insufficient information, the State 

Executive Board may act on a matter otherwise to be acted upon exclusively by the 

messengers constituting the Convention. The State Executive Board may exercise the 

Convention's right as the Member of another corporation to remove a director of that 

corporation if the Board of Directors of that corporation requests the removal. 

  

ARTICLE NINE: Books and Records. The Corporation shall keep correct and complete 

books and records of account and shall keep minutes of the proceedings of its members, 

board of directors and committees having any of the authority of the Board of Directors. 

The Corporation shall keep at its registered office or principal office in New Mexico, and 

during a period when messengers constitute the Convention at the site of the session, a 

record of the names and addresses of its members entitled to vote at that moment and those 

entitled to vote in the previous session of the Convention. All books and records of the 

Corporation may be inspected by any messenger, his agent or attorney, during the period 

when the person is a messenger, and for any proper purpose and at any reasonable time.  

  

ARTICLE TEN: Registered Office and Agent. The address of its registered office and the 

name of its registered agent at such address is: Stephen D. Ballew, Executive Director, 

5325 Wyoming Blvd., Albuquerque NM 87109. 

  

ARTICLE ELEVEN: Dissolution. Upon the dissolution of the Corporation, assets 

remaining after all liabilities and obligations shall be paid and discharged, or adequate 

provision shall be made therefore, shall be distributed as provided in the New Mexico 

Nonprofit Corporation Act to one or more organizations which are organized and operated 

exclusively for one or more purposes described in section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue 

Code, or the corresponding section of any future federal tax code. 

  

ARTICLE TWELVE: Amendment. These Articles may be further amended in the 

following manner: The State Executive Board shall adopt a resolution setting forth the 

proposed amendment and directing that it be submitted to a vote of the messengers 

constituting the Convention in annual or special session. No notice shall be given of the 

proposed amendments except: The State Executive Board shall cause the proposed 

amendment to be published in Baptist New Mexican prior to the session in which the 

amendment will be considered; and the proposed amendment shall be given in writing to 

the messengers in the first meeting of the session and consideration shall be had on the 

amendment in a subsequent meeting of that session. A proposed amendment shall be 

adopted upon receiving at least two thirds of the votes of messengers present when the vote 
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is taken. 

  

3. This Amendment was adopted by the messengers constituting The Baptist Convention 

of New Mexico on the 27th day of October, 1999, in its annual session at which a quorum 

of the messengers entitled to vote was present and the Amendment received at least two-

thirds (2/3) of the votes of messengers present at the time the vote was taken. This 

Amendment was also adopted by the Board of Directors (State Executive Board) by a vote 

of a majority of the Board of Directors in office on the 27th day of September, 1999. 

  
 
  



18 

 

 

THE BAPTIST CONVENTION OF NEW MEXICO  

BYLAWS  

(As Amended October 24, 2018) 

  

ARTICLE ONE: Autonomy and Cooperation. The Baptist Convention of New Mexico 

(the or this Convention) recognizes and shall steadfastly honor and respect the autonomy 

and independence of each church. This Convention, while seeking fellowship with all 

Baptist bodies which share the Convention's purposes, shall be independent and sovereign 

in its own sphere and shall never attempt to exercise any authority over any other Baptist 

body, church, association, convention, or auxiliary body. 

  

ARTICLE TWO: Seating of Messengers.  

  

Section 1. At any meeting of the messengers, messengers shall be seated upon 

presentation of proper credentials or satisfactory authorization of their election by their 

churches. The required credentials shall be the BCNM registration form, which can be 

submitted electronically or by paper copy and shall be presented to the Credentials 

Committee of the Convention before being seated. 

  

Section 2. As an autonomous State Baptist Convention, the Convention in session 

reserves the right to determine what constitutes a cooperating Baptist church. Churches 

shall be considered in friendly cooperation who are sympathetic with the purpose and work 

of this Convention, having demonstrated cooperation by contributing a percentage of their 

undesignated gifts through the Cooperative Program. The faith and practices of each 

cooperating church, in the opinion of the Convention in session, shall not be in conflict 

with the Conventionôs affirmed Statement of Faith. 

  

Section 3. Each church shall be entitled to two messengers and one additional 

messenger for every twenty-five members or major portion thereof above twenty-five, but 

in no case shall any church be entitled to more than eight messengers. 

  

ARTICLE THREE: Officers.  

  

Section 1. The Convention shall have a President, a First Vice-President, and a 

Second Vice-President. These officers shall be elected annually by the messengers 

constituting the annual meeting, and shall enter upon the duties of their respective offices 

at the close of the session, and shall continue in office for one year or until their successors 

are elected. No officer shall serve in the same elected office more than two consecutive 

years. 

 A. President. The President shall work in conjunction with the Executive 

Directorôs office to prepare and publish a program for the annual Convention at least two 

weeks before the Convention convenes and shall present the program, which when 

adopted, shall be adhered to throughout the Convention unless changed by vote of the 

Convention. 

The President shall also appoint, at least 45 days before the annual Convention, two 

members to serve on the Credentials Committee and five members to serve on the 

Committee on Committees. 

The President shall serve on the State Mission Board and chair the Policy/Personnel 
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Committee. 

 B. Vice-Presidents. The Credentials Committee shall be chaired by the First 

Vice-President, or the Second Vice-President in the absence of the First Vice-President. 

They shall also preside over sessions of the Annual State Convention as appointed by the 

President. 

 

Section 2. In addition the Convention shall have the offices of Executive Director, 

Treasurer, Recording Secretary, and Assistant Recording Secretary. The Policy/Personnel 

Committee will propose a procedure for electing an Executive Director Search Committee.  

  

A. Executive Director. The State Mission Board shall elect a committee of 

seven to nominate an Executive Director to be elected by the messengers, in annual or 

special meeting, to serve an indefinite period. If the office becomes vacant while the 

Convention is not in session, the State Mission Board shall designate an acting Executive 

Director who will serve until the Convention acts to elect a successor. The Executive 

Director shall be considered the Chief Executive Officer of this Corporation and shall 

become, upon election, a salaried, at-will employee of the Convention. The Executive 

Director may be suspended without pay and benefits by the State Mission Board if the State 

Mission Board deems such suspension in the Convention's best interests. The Executive 

Director or the Chairman of the State Mission Board may sign legal documents on behalf 

of the corporation. 

  

B. Treasurer. The Treasurer shall be the person employed by the State Mission 

Board as Business Administrator. 

  

C. Recording Secretary and Assistant Recording Secretary. These officers 

shall be appointed by the Executive Director.  

  

Section 3. The duties of these officers shall be those described in these Bylaws and 

those usually pertaining to their respective offices in accordance with parliamentary law.  

  

Section 4. The Recording Secretary, and in his/her absence, the Assistant Recording 

Secretary, shall have the duty to make and preserve a written record of the proceedings of 

the Convention in session and of the State Mission Board meetings. Minutes of each 

session of the Convention shall be kept up to date, to be read upon request of any 

messenger. The minutes of the State Convention and the State Mission Board shall be 

published, the cost of printing paid by the Convention. The Recording Secretary, if not a 

Convention employee, shall be allowed such remuneration for his/her services as the 

Executive Director deems just. 

  

Section 5. One may not simultaneously be a salaried employee of the Convention or 

of any corporation of which the Convention is the Member, nor the spouse of an employee, 

and serve as an officer of the Convention except in the offices of Executive Director, 

Treasurer, and Recording and Assistant Recording Secretary. 

  

ARTICLE FOUR: Eligibility f or Election. Persons elected by the messengers of the 

Convention or by the State Mission Board or appointed to serve as officers of the 

Convention, officers of the Corporation, members of Convention committees, members of 
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the State Mission Board or the Boards of Directors of the corporations in which The Baptist 

Convention of New Mexico is the Member, shall be, and shall have been for one year prior 

to their election, active members of Baptist churches which are in friendly cooperation with 

the Convention and which are sympathetic with the Convention's purposes and work. The 

membership requirements shall not apply to the Executive Director or Treasurer. 

  

ARTICLE FIVE:  Convention Committees. 

  

Section 1. Committee on Committees. The President of the Convention shall appoint 

a five member Committee on Committees prior to the Convention. It shall be the duty of 

the Committee on Committees to nominate a Nominating Committee consisting of five 

members, none of whom is a member of the State Mission Board; an Order of Business 

Committee consisting of five members of which the President shall be chairman; and a 

Resolutions Committee consisting of three members. The Committee on Committees shall 

nominate all other committees that may be ordered by the Convention during its session, 

unless otherwise directed by the Convention. 

  

Section 2. Nominating Committee. During each annual Convention, the Nominating 

Committee elected by the previous Convention shall nominate members of the State 

Mission Board, persons to fill vacancies on the Christian Life Committee and the preacher 

and alternate for the sermon for the next annual convention. The committee shall also 

recommend the place and date for the annual meeting of the Convention three years hence. 

 In every election by the Convention, nominations may also be offered by any messenger 

from the floor. 

  

Section 3. Order of Business Committee. The Order of Business Committee shall 

serve throughout the Convention, making provisions for such adjustments in the program 

as shall be directed by the Convention. This committee also suggests to the Convention an 

order of business. It shall provide for periods of time during the Convention for the 

introduction of all matters requiring a vote not scheduled on the agenda, and, when 

introduced (unless the Convention gives its unanimous consent for the immediate 

consideration) shall fix times for the consideration of the matter. The committee may 

suggest to the Convention standing rules. 

  

Section 4. Resolutions Committee. The Resolutions Committee shall report to the 

Convention on all resolutions referred to it by the Convention and bring to the attention of 

the Convention such resolutions as it may deem necessary. 

  

Section 5. Christian Life Committee. The Christian Life Committee shall seek to 

mobilize the Convention in addressing moral issues of concern to New Mexico Baptists. It 

shall consist of six members who shall serve terms of 3 years, allowing two of the terms to 

expire each year. Persons having served on the Christian Life Committee nine consecutive 

years will be ineligible for election to the Christian Life Committee until three years have 

expired since their last service. This committee shall elect from among its members a 

chairman to serve in the same elected office no more than three consecutive years. The 

committee shall make interim reports to the Executive Board. 

  

Section 6. Credentials Committee. The Credentials Committee shall be chaired by 
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the First Vice President, or the Second Vice President in the absence of the First Vice 

President, and shall be constituted by two other members appointed by the President at 

least 45 days before the annual convention. 

  

  When seating messengers is challenged at a regular or special meeting and the 

chair refers the issue to the Credentials Committee, this committee would hear the 

messenger challenging the seating and the messenger or messengers being challenged, and 

make any other inquiry the committee deems appropriate and report its findings and 

recommendation regarding the challenge to the body. The Convention would determine 

whether or not to seat the messengers. 

  

 The Credentials Committeeôs term begins at the time of appointment and 

continues until another committee is appointed.  

  

ARTICLE SIX: Election of Boards of Directors. The members of the Board of Directors 

of those corporations in which the Convention is the Member and entitled to elect the 

directors, those corporations presently being The New Mexico Baptist Childrenôs Home 

and The New Mexico Baptist Foundation, shall be nominated and elected as follows: the 

present board of directors of each corporation may present to the State Mission Board in 

the Board's July meeting suggested nominees for each vacancy on the Corporation's board. 

If the State Mission Board believes it should not agree to nominate a suggested nominee, 

the Corporation's board of directors who suggested the nominee shall be advised of the 

State Mission Board's position and shall be invited to submit other suggested nominee(s) 

to the State Mission Board. Those suggested nominees acceptable to the State Mission 

Board shall be nominated by the State Mission Board to the Convention. If the State 

Mission Board declines to nominate a suggested nominee or if a board of directors for a 

corporation fails to suggest a nominee, the State Mission Board shall nominate a person of 

its choosing.  

  

ARTICLE SEVEN: State Mission Board.  

  

Section 1. Nominations. The Nominating Committee shall nominate persons for 

service on the State Mission Board.  

  

Section 2. Eligibility. Salaried employees of The Baptist Convention of New Mexico, 

or of any corporation of which The Baptist Convention of New Mexico is the Member, or 

the employees' spouses, shall be ineligible to serve on the State Mission Board. No person 

serving on the current Nominating Committee, or on any board of directors of any 

corporation entity of which The Baptist Convention of New Mexico is the Member, shall 

be eligible to serve on the State Mission Board.  

  

Section 3. Composition. It is intended that the thirty elected members of the State 

Mission Board shall include at least one person whose church is in the geographical area 

of each Association, and that a person shall not be elected to the State Mission Board if the 

election will result in more than one elected person serving at the same time from the 

membership of any church. Nominations, whether from the Nominating Committee or 

from a messenger from the floor of the Convention in session, which would cause this 

composition goal to be violated shall not be in order. In filling vacancies as authorized by 
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the Articles of Incorporation, the State Mission Board shall conform to this composition 

rule. A person shall be deemed to have resigned if the person moves his or her church 

membership to a church outside the geographical area of the Association from which the 

person was elected. A member of the State Mission Board elected to the office of president 

of the Convention shall, upon assumption of that office, be deemed to have resigned his/her 

position on the State Mission Board. 

  

Section 4. Lay Participation. At least ten of the elected persons constituting the State 

Mission Board shall be lay persons. 

  

Section 5. Term. Persons shall be elected to serve on the State Mission Board for a 

term of three years, except in cases when one is elected to fill an unexpired term. If 

otherwise qualified, a person may be elected to serve a second consecutive term of three 

years, provided that no person may serve more than two consecutive full terms. Members 

elected to serve unexpired terms shall serve until the end of the term they were elected to 

fill and may be re-elected to serve a successive full three-year term. Persons having served 

on the State Mission Board six consecutive years will be ineligible for election to the State 

Mission Board until three years have expired since their last service. 

  

Section 6. Quorum. A majority of the elected members of the State Mission Board 

then in office shall constitute a quorum.  

  

Section 7. Duties. In addition to the duties and powers described in the Articles of 

Incorporation, The State Mission Board:  

  

A. Shall have charge and control, except when otherwise ordered by the 

Convention, of all work of the Convention in interim of its sessions;  

  

B. Shall act to exercise the rights of the Convention as the Member of any other 

corporation as that power may be delegated to the State Mission Board by the Convention's 

Articles of Incorporation, these Bylaws, or by the messengers constituting the Convention 

in session; 

  

C. May fill vacancies occurring on the Nominating Committee; 

  

D. Shall elect or provide for the employment of such persons, other than the 

Executive Director, necessary to carry on the work of the Convention; and 

  

E. Shall make a full and complete report to the annual Convention setting forth 

the condition of the work. This report shall give an accurate accounting of the finances of 

the Convention and shall be printed and distributed to the members of the Convention at 

its first session. 

  

F. Shall not sell the real property utilized for operation of Inlow Baptist Camp 

and Conference Center or Sivells Baptist Retreat and Conference Center except upon the 

approval of messengers constituting a meeting of the Convention following the 

recommendation of the State Mission Board.  
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Section 8. Officers. The State Mission Board shall elect from among its members a 

Chairman and a Vice-Chairman in the September meeting to begin service at the 

adjournment of the following annual meeting of the Convention. Each of these officers 

shall hold office for one year and until his or her successor shall have been elected and 

qualified. No officers shall serve in the same elected office more than two consecutive 

years.  

  

Section 9. Meetings. Regular meetings shall be held on the fourth Monday in January 

and the third Monday in April, July, and September. The Board may, upon resolution, 

change the time and place of holding its meetings. Special meetings of the State Mission 

Board may be called by the Executive Director or the Chairman of the Board at any time 

on a five-day notice to all members. 

  

ARTICLE EIGHT:  Indemnification. The Corporation shall indemnify any director, 

officer, employee or any former director, officer or employee of the Corporation against 

reasonable expenses, costs, attorney's fees actually and reasonably incurred by him in 

connection with the defense of any action, suit, or proceeding, civil or criminal, in which 

he is made a party by reason of being or having been a director or officer or employee. This 

indemnification shall include any amounts paid to satisfy a judgment or to compromise or 

settle a claim. The director, officer or employee or former director, officer or employee 

shall not be indemnified if he shall be adjudged to be liable on the basis that he has breached 

or failed to perform the duties of his office and the breach or failure to perform constitutes 

willful misconduct or recklessness. Advance indemnification shall be allowed of a director, 

officer or employee for reasonable expenses to be incurred in connection with the defense 

of the action, suit, or proceeding provided that the director, officer, or employee must 

reimburse the Corporation if it is subsequently determined that the director, officer or 

employee was not entitled to indemnification. 

  

ARTICLE NINE:  Parliamentary Authority. The rules of order for the Convention, The 

State Mission Board, and all committees of the Convention and of the Board, shall be the 

current edition of "Robert's Rules of Order Newly Revised." In case there is no provision 

in Robert's, the President or other presiding officer shall exercise his discretion, subject to 

appeal by the body.  

  

ARTICLE TEN: Motions Dealing With the Work of the Corporations. A motion, 

otherwise in order, which deals with the work of a Corporation of which the Convention is 

the Member shall be referred to the Board of Directors of that Corporation. The Board of 

Directors shall report back its comments and opinions regarding the substance of the 

motion at the next annual meeting of the Convention. 

 Whenever such a report comes before the Convention, the Chair may invite the officers 

and Board of Directors of the Corporation(s) involved to speak. 

A motion offered in any meeting of the messengers or in a meeting of the State 

Mission Board, or in any committee of the Convention or the State Mission Board shall be 

out of order if the motion would require the Convention to act in regard to a corporation of 

which the Convention is the Member in a manner not within the Conventionôs legal power 

to act as the Member. 
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ARTICLE ELEVEN:  Amendments. These bylaws may be amended at any regular 

meeting of the Convention by a two-thirds vote of the messengers present at the time the 

vote is taken, provided notice of the proposed amendment is given at the first session of 

the Convention.  
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Minutes of the Convention 

One Hundred Thirteenth Session 

October 21-22, 2025 

First Baptist Church of Las Cruces 

 

Minutes of the 113th annual session of the Baptist Convention of New Mexico 

meeting at First Baptist Church, Las Cruces, New Mexico. Officers serving 

included Stephen Baum, Albuquerque First West, President; Chris 

Promersberger, Edgewood Mountain Valley, First Vice-President; Joel Gunn, 

Bloomfield First, Second Vice-President; Nancy Faucett, BCNM, Recording 

Secretary; and Yolanda Montoya, BCNM, Assistant Recording Secretary. 

Churches seating messengers included: Alamogordo Bethel, Eternity, First, New 

Heart Cowboy and The Well; Albuquerque Abide, Alameda, Anchor, Del Norte, 

Eastern Hills, First Bilingual, First West, Hoffmantown, Iglesia Nuevas Alturas, 

Iglesia Sinai, Mesa Valley, Monterey, Restore, and Sandia; Anthony First; Aztec 

First; Belen First; Bernalillo First; Bloomfield First; Bosque Farms First; Carlsbad 

Cavern, First, and Happy Valley; Carrizozo First; Chama First; Chaparral Agua 

de Vida; Church Rock Creatorôs Fellowship; Cloudcroft Summit; Clovis 

Parkland; Deming Bethel and God Revival; Dexter First; Edgewood Mountain 

Valley; Elephant Butte Church at the Butte; Elida First; Eunice First; Farmington 

Emmanuel, First and Generation; Gallup First; Grants First; Hagerman First; 

Hobbs Taylor Memorial; Jemez Valley; Kirtland First; Las Cruces Calvary, 

Connection, East Mesa, Emmanuel, Fairacres, First, Hill, Iglesia Buenas Nuevas, 

Real Life and Thrive; Las Vegas Calvary; Lindrith; Los Chavez First; Los Lunas 

First; Mayhill; Mimbres Rio Mimbres; Moriarty First; Mountainair First; Pie 

Town; Portales Emmanuel and First; Raton First; Rio Rancho Celebration, First 

and Palabra Viva; Roswell First; Ruidoso First; Salem; Santa Fe First and Iglesia 

Hermosa; Santa Rosa First; Silver City First; Socorro First; Taos Desert to 

Summit and First Indian; Tatum First and Tucumcari First.  

 

CONVENTION THEME: ñOne Faith, One Missionò 

Ephesians 4:1-6 

Tuesday Afternoon, October 21, 2025 

Stephen Baum, Presiding 

 

¶ The New Mexico Singing Churchmen opened the convention with music 

worship. 

¶ Stephen Baum, Pastor of Albuquerque First West and president of the 

convention, called the meeting to order. 

¶ Troy Tudor, Executive Pastor of Las Cruces First, read scripture and led in 

prayer. 

¶ President Stephen Baum invited SBC entity leaders to the platform to bring 

greetings. They included Jared Bridge of the North American Mission Board; 
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Jerico Deveyra, Linguistic Specialist for the North American Mission Board; 

Jeff Johnson of the International Mission Board and Connie Dixon, President 

of National Womenôs Missionary Union.  

¶ Stephen Baum brought the presidentôs address. 

¶ The New Mexico Singing Churchmen led in music worship. 

¶ A video promoting the State Missions Offering was shown. 

¶ BUSINESS SESSION 1: 

o Seating of Messengers: Chris Promersberger, Pastor of Edgewood 

Mountain Valley, 1st Vice-President and Chairman of the Credentials 

Committee, made a motion to seat messengers who had registered and 

who would register from churches who were sympathetic with the 

purpose and work of this Convention, having demonstrated cooperation 

by contributing a percentage of their undesignated gifts through the 

Cooperative Program.  Carried  unanimously.  

o Appointment of Committees: President Baum appointed Damon 

Kester of Albuquerque Alameda and Nathan Sherman of Albuquerque 

Christ Church to serve on the Credentials Committee. First Vice-

President Chris Promersberger chaired the committee and Second Vice-

President Joel Gunn also served. He also appointed Stephen Martone of 

Alamogordo Bethel to chair the 2025 Committee on Committees. Chris 

Castorena of Santa Fe First, Trevor Clark of Albuquerque Eastern Hills, 

Vickie Czlapinski of Bloomfield First and Keith Williams of Rio Rancho 

Celebration were also appointed to serve on the committee. 

o Adoption of Program: Caleb Wilson of Las Cruces Calvary and 

member of the Order of Business Committee moved to accept the 

program as printed. Carried unanimously. 

o State Mission Board Report: Todd Sullens of Ruidoso First and 

Chairman of the State Mission Board presented the State Mission Board 

report including the 2026 proposed budget and the entity board 

nominations. The entity board nominations included for the New Mexico 

Baptist Childrenôs Home: Currently serving and nominated for a three-

year term to expire October 2028 were Joe Andrews of Las Cruces First 

and Paul Tankersley of Clovis Central. New members nominated for a 

one-year term to expire October 2026 were Jared Bridge of Albuquerque 

Anchor and Nancy Bell of Pie Town. Nominated for a two-year term to 

expire 2027 was Vicki Czlapinski of Bloomfield First and for a three-

year term to expire October 2028 were Diana Gonzalez of Lovington 

Jackson Avenue and Myron Lizer of Window Rock Gateway. New 

Mexico Baptist Foundation: Currently serving and re-nominated for an 

additional three-year term to expire October 2028 was Robert Ewing of 

Albuquerque. Nominated to serve a new three-year term to expire 

October 2028 were Andy Byers of Roswell Calvary, John Campbell of 

Las Cruces Real Life and Michael Dean of Santa Fe First.  
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¶ New Business: None 

¶ A video promoting the State Missions Offering was shown. 

¶ The New Mexico Singing Churchmen led in music worship. 

¶ Adam Groza, President of Gateway Seminary, brought a message. 

¶ Juan Vasquez, Pastor of Chaparral Agua de Vida, led in the benediction. 

 

Tuesday Evening, October 21, 2025 

Chris Promersberger, Presiding 

 

¶ Brian Clayburgh, Worship Pastor for Las Cruces First, led in music worship. 

¶ Thad Harless, Lead Pastor of Las Cruces Real Life, read scripture and led in 

the invocation. 

¶ A video promoting the State Missions Offering was shown. 

¶ Executive Director Steve Ballew presented plaques to outgoing State Mission 

Board members. They included Duane Gray of Silver City First, Jim Pratt of 

Las Cruces East Mesa, Carlos Tapia of Grants First and Troy Tudor of Las 

Cruces First. 

¶ Steve Ballew introduced new ministers in the state. They included Brayden 

Marsh, pastor of Albuquerque Mesa Valley; Haylee Smith on behalf of her 

husband Phillip, pastor of Albuquerque Del Norte; Thad Harless, pastor of 

Las Cruces Real Life; Chris Lethgo, pastor of Roswell First; George and 

Cesia Orozco, pastor and wife of Las Cruces Connection; Adam Simpson, 

pastor of Taos Desert Summit; Dane Campbell, pastor of Las Vegas Calvary 

and Ricardo Rivera, pastor of Albuquerque Del Norte Hispanic Ministry. 

¶ Stephen Baum led a panel discussion with Adam Groza and Jeff Dalrymple, 

Director of Abuse Prevention and Response for the SBC Executive 

Committee. 

¶ Brian Clayburgh led in music worship. 

¶ Rick Brittain, Team Leader for the BCNM Church Health Team, and Matt 

Thackerson, Team Leader for the Church Missions Team, brought a report 

from the One Day Mission Emphasis held September 27 in Tucumcari and 

Silver City. He asked leaders from those churches to ñpass the batonò to 

leaders of churches where the One Day Mission Emphasis would be held 

September 26, 2026. They were the East Mountains and Roswell.  

¶ Steve Ballew gave his Executive Directorôs Report. 

¶ Joe Andrews, Campus Pastor of Las Cruces First, led in the benediction. 

 

Wednesday Morning, October 22, 2025 

Joel Gunn, Presiding 

 

¶ A praise team from the New Mexico State University Christian Challenge 

opened the session in music worship. 
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¶ Micah Englehart, Director of the NMSU Christian Challenge, led in the 

invocation. 

¶ A video promoting the State Missions Offering was shown. 

¶ David Brittain, Senior Pastor of Farmington Emmanuel, brought the annual 

sermon. 

¶ Serenity Richard, Executive Director of the New Mexico Baptist Childrenôs 

Home, presented a report. 

¶ Micheal Summers, Vice-President of the New Mexico Baptist Foundation, 

presented a report. 

¶ The NMSU Christian Challenge Praise Team led in music worship. 

¶ BUSINESS SESSION 2, President Stephen Baum presiding. 

o Election of Officers: Stephen Martone of Alamogordo Bethel 

nominated Chris Promersberger of Edgewood Mountain Valley for 

president. Justin Pearson of Albuquerque Restore seconded. Joshua 

Dancer of Alamogordo Bethel moved that nominations cease and 

Promersberger be elected by acclamation. Todd Sullens of Ruidoso First 

seconded. Carried unanimously. Justin Pearson of Albuquerque 

Restore nominated Joel Gunn of Bloomfield First for First Vice-

President. David Brittain of Farmington Emmanuel seconded. Jerry 

Walker of Aztec First moved that nominations cease and Gunn be 

elected by acclamation. Al Carroll seconded. Carried unanimously. 

Jesse Parker of Rio Rancho Celebration nominated Sam Swann of Las 

Cruces Calvary for Second Vice-President. David Englehart of Las 

Cruces Calvary seconded. Keller Sedillo of Las Cruces Calvary moved 

that nominations cease and Swann be elected by acclamation. Jorge 

Puentes of Roswell Bethel seconded. Carried unanimously.  

o Committee on Committees Report: Stephen Martone of Alamogordo 

Bethel and Chairman of the Committee on Committees presented the 

report. He brought a recommendation that Joshua Dancer of 

Alamogordo Bethel serve as chairman of the 2025 Resolutions 

Committee and that Reed Redus of Santa Fe First and Zac Teston of Las 

Vegas First also serve on the committee. He further recommended that 

Chipper Moore of Las Cruces Fairacres serve as chairman of the 2026 

Nominating Committee and Mick Cavanaugh of Hobbs Crosswinds, 

Cynthia Evans of Cloudcroft Summit, Alexis Speegle of Alamogordo 

Bethel and Teresa Woodfill of Lindrith also serve on the committee. He 

also included in the recommendation that Ira Pinkston of Albuquerque 

Del Norte, Floyd Silva of Rio Rancho Cornerstone, Woody Weed of 

Albuquerque Eastern Hills and Charlotte Witt of Santa Fe First serve 

alongside the convention president to make up the 2025 Order of 

Business Committee. Carried unanimously. 
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o State Mission Board Report: Chairman Todd Sullens presented a 

motion on behalf of the State Mission Board to approve the proposed 

2026 budget and the entity board nominations. Carried unanimously.  

o Nominating Committee Report: Bruce Morrison of Elephant Butte 

Church at the Butte and Member of the Nominating Committee 

presented the report. He brought a recommendation to elect members 

to the State Mission Board currently serving and nominated to a second 

term to expire October 2028 of Jim Bayne of Pena Blanca White Stone, 

Cal Blackwell of Chama First, Delton Judd of Logan First, Manny 

Longoria of Albuquerque First Bilingual and Rob McIntosh of Church 

Rock Creatorôs Fellowship. Also, currently serving and nominated to a 

one-year term to expire October 2026 was Louise Budagher of Rio 

Rancho First and nominated to a two-year term to expire October 2027 

were Tan Nguyen of Los Lunas Agape Vietnamese and Angus Campbell 

of Deming Bethel. Nominated to a new one-year term to expire 2026 was 

Joe Byers of Elephant Butte Church at the Butte and to a three-year term 

to expire October 2028 were Micah Nave of Las Cruces Real Life, Mavis 

Perdue of Datil, Calvin Price of Gallup First, Joe Riley of Las Cruces 

Calvary and Tom Sylvia of Silver City First. He also recommended that 

Walter Bradley of Clovis Central and Randy McDaris of Lovington First 

be elected to new three-year terms to expire 2028 on the Christian Life 

Committee. He further recommended that Matt Celoria of Alamogordo 

Bethel be asked to bring the 2026 annual sermon and that Houston Cano 

of Elephant Butte Church at the Butte be the alternate. He included in 

the recommendation that Artesia First be the host of the 2028 State 

Convention October 23-24 and that the dates of the 2026 Convention at 

Albuquerque Eastern Hills be changed to October 19-20 and the dates of 

the 2027 Convention at Bloomfield First be changed to October 25-26. 

Carried unanimously. 

o Resolutions Committee Report: Joshua Dancer of Alamogordo Bethel 

and chairman of the committee brought the following resolutions. 

Resolution 1: On Appreciation: WHEREAS, We, the messengers to 

the Baptist Convention of New Mexico, meeting October 21-22, 2025, 

in Las Cruces recognize First Baptist Church in Las Cruces, New Mexico 

for their hospitality through their staff and facilities which have been 

made generously available for this yearôs annual meeting; and 

WHEREAS, we also recognize Calvary Baptist Church in Las Cruces, 

New Mexico, for their hospitality in service to the Pastorsô and Laymenôs 

Conference and the WMU Missions Celebration; and WHEREAS, we 

recognize those from the city of Las Cruces who helped make 

accommodations for our annual meeting; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, that the messengers of the 2025 State Convention express 

their appreciation to God and to First Baptist Church, Calvary Baptist 
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Church, and those who served from the city of Las Cruces in helping this 

be an annual meeting that glorifies the Lord Jesus Christ. Resolution 2: 

On Celebrating the 100th Anniversary of the Baptist Faith and 

Message: WHEREAS, upholding the ultimate authority of the Bible, 

Southern Baptists have been a confessional people throughout our 

history, adopting statements of faith as a witness to our doctrinal 

convictions and as a pledge of our faithfulness to the truths revealed in 

Holy Scripture;  and WHEREAS, ñOur confessions of faith are rooted in 

historical precedent, as the church in every age has been called upon to 

define and defend its beliefs. Each generation of Christians bears the 

responsibility of guarding the treasury of truth that has been entrusted to 

usò (2 Timothy 1:14); and WHEREAS, The Baptist Faith and Message 

(2000) provides a confessional framework for Baptist churches, 

associations, state conventions, and entities, and has grounded the 

consensus of Southern Baptistsô faith and practice for 25 years to the 

glory of God; and WHEREAS, from our confessional beginnings, 

Baptists have identified ourselves with the historic Christian tradition, 

especially on the doctrines concerning Christ and the Trinity as 

exemplified, for example, by the Nicene Creed, which was adopted 

1,700 years ago this year; and WHEREAS, future generations of 

Southern Baptists will look back upon us for encouragement and 

direction, so as to ñpay attention all the more to what we have heard, so 

that we will not drift away,ò (Hebrews 2:1); and to ñcontend for the faith 

that was delivered to the saints once for all,ò (Jude 3); and WHEREAS, 

a church that ceases to affirm, teach, and model sound doctrine will 

inevitably drift away from the truth and be carried about by every wind 

of worldly doctrine that blows through the church (Ephesians 4:14, Titus 

1:9); and WHEREAS, the joyful embrace and faithful teaching of 

doctrine and a readiness to obey all that Christ commands are essential 

to fulfilling the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20); and 

WHEREAS, the messengers to the Southern Baptist Convention meeting 

in Dallas, Texas, June 10-11, 2025, affirmed a version of this resolution; 

now, therefore, be it RESOLVED, that we, the messengers to the Baptist 

Convention of New Mexico, meeting October 21-22, 2025, in Las 

Cruces joyfully celebrate the 100th anniversary of the original Baptist 

Faith and Message (1925) and the 25th anniversary of the Baptist Faith 

and Message (2000), our current statement of faith; and be it further 

RESOLVED, The Baptist Convention of New Mexico affirms the 

Baptist Faith and Message (2000) as a faithful summary of biblical 

doctrine in the Baptist tradition and commends this confession as 

consistent with the broader stream of historic Christian orthodoxy as 

articulated in the early creeds of the church; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that we give thanks to the Lord for His kind providence 
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upon Southern Baptists and the Southern Baptist Convention, moving 

our forebears to adopt and hold fast to a confessional standard for a 

century.  After 25 years of fidelity to the Baptist Faith and Message 

(2000), we honor the drafters of each statement of faith for summarizing 

and clarifying the beliefs of Southern Baptists (1925, 1963, and 2000); 

and be it finally RESOLVED, we steadfastly affirm, promote, and unite 

around the Baptist Faith and Message (2000), as a sufficient statement 

of our doctrinal identity and as the grounds of our cooperation for the 

sake of theological clarity and biblical unity. Resolution 3: On 

Celebration of the Cooperative Program in New Mexico: 

WHEREAS, we, the messengers to the Baptist Convention of New 

Mexico, meeting October 21-22, 2025, in Las Cruces affirm the SBC 

Resolution, ñOn the Centennial Anniversary of the Cooperative 

Programò given at the 2025 Annual Meeting in Dallas, Texas; and 

WHEREAS, we are blessed to participate in the Cooperative Program, 

not only on a national level, but also in our state and local associations; 

and WHEREAS, The Baptist Convention of New Mexico has partnered 

together annually in church planting, college ministry, camp ministry, 

Disaster Relief, and ministry training; and WHEREAS, in 2025 alone, 

the convention has cooperated together for the One Day Mission Trip, 

Megapalooza, the Shepherdôs Retreat, the BCNM Summer Camps, VBS 

Trainings, the Womenôs Ministry Training, the New Mexico Evangelism 

Conference, the Youth Ministry Summit, and the Capitol Prayer 

Gathering; and WHEREAS, Paul exhorts the body of Christ, saying, 

ñspeaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into Him 

who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held 

together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is 

working properly, makes the body grow that it builds itself up in loveò 

(Ephesians 4:15-16); now, therefore, be it RESOLVED, that we, the 

messengers to the Baptist Convention of New Mexico, meeting October 

21-22, 2025, in Las Cruces are thankful to God for allowing us the 

opportunity to partner together across the 100 years of the Cooperative 

Program; and be it further RESOLVED, that we are grateful for the 

Southern Baptist churches and individuals of New Mexico that give 

faithfully and sacrificially through the Cooperative Program; and be it 

further RESOLVED, that we celebrate the work that God has done 

through the Southern Baptist churches of New Mexico in 2025; and be 

it finally be it RESOLVED, that we commit to continue in this 

cooperation together so that we may ñgrow up in every way into Him 

who is the head, into Christ.ò (Eph. 4:15b) Resolution 4: On 

Evangelism & Missions: WHEREAS, Jesus Christ commanded His 

disciples saying, ñAll authority has been given to Me in heaven and on 

earth.  Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them 
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in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them 

to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even 

to the end of the age,ò (Matthew 28:18-20); and WHEREAS, Paul 

commands Timothy and other Gospel ministers to ñPreach the Word; be 

ready in season and out of season,ò (2 Timothy 4:2a); and WHEREAS, 

the early church began the process of being witnesses of Jesus Christ ñIn 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of 

the earth,ò (Acts 1:8); and WHEREAS, generations of New Mexico 

Baptists have gone before us in proclaiming Jesus Christ in New Mexico 

lands since Baptist missionary Hiram W. Read preached the first 

protestant sermon in the territory in 1849; and WHEREAS, the problems 

of lostness and ñslavery to sinò (John 8:34) continue to plague humanity; 

and WHEREAS, Jesus Christ came ñto seek and to save that which was 

lost,ò (Luke 19:10); and WHEREAS, sinful actions and attitudes ñdefileò 

mankind as Jesus said, ñFor from within, out of the heart of men, proceed 

the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries, deeds of 

coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, 

pride and foolishness.  All these evil things proceed from within and 

defile the man,ò (Mark 7:21-23); and WHEREAS, the ñblood of Jesus 

His Son cleanses us from all sin,ò (1 John 1:7); and WHEREAS, the 

ñwages of sin is deathò (Rom. 6:23a); and WHEREAS, the ñgift of God 

is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord,ò (Rom. 6:23b); now, therefore, be 

it RESOLVED, that we, the messengers to the Baptist Convention of 

New Mexico, meeting October 21-22, 2025, in Las Cruces with the 

theme ñOne Faith, One Missionò from Ephesians 4:1-6, recommit 

ourselves to the tasks of evangelism, disciple making, and missions in 

New Mexico and around the world; and be it further RESOLVED, that 

we praise God, Father, Son, and Spirit, that Jesus Christ has completed 

the work necessary through His life, ministry, death, burial, and 

resurrection to save any from their sin who will trust Jesus as Savior & 

Lord; and be it finally RESOLVED, that we urge New Mexico Baptists 

to joyfully share the good news about Jesus with great urgency in their 

families, personal relationships, pulpits, Bible study classrooms, and in 

every possible opportunity. Carried unanimously. 

o Miscellaneous Business: None 

o New Business: None 

¶ President Stephen Baum presented the Convention gavel to President Elect 

Chris Promersberger and gave his closing remarks. 

¶ Bill  Connors of Albuquerque Eastern Hills gave the benediction. 

 

Final attendance: 253 messengers from 91 churches and 46 guests for a total of 

299. The meeting was adjourned. 
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Minutes of the 

State Mission Board 

The Baptist Convention of New Mexico 

Plenary Session 1 

Baptist Building 

January 27, 2025 

 

Chairman Todd Sullens called the meeting to order at 11:30 a.m. Secretary Nancy 

Faucett called roll. Members present included Stephen Baum, Jim Bayne, Eunice 

Begaye, Cal Blackwell, Ben Campbell, Joe Campbell, Matt Celoria, Mark 

Christesson, Peter Crook, Cheston Fair, Juanita Fierro, Nelda Francis, Duane 

Gray, Graciela Guel, Joel Gunn, Manny Longoria, Rob McIntosh, Trent Petty, Ira 

Pinkston, James Pratt, Luis Rios, Todd Sullens, David Taylor, Susie Teeters, Troy 

Tudor, Dean Turvaville and Kevin Waldrop. There was a quorum.  

 

Carlos Tapia and Tan Thai had notified the secretary of their absences and Mark 

Whittington had resigned from the board. Stephanie Guerrero was also absent. 

Mark Christesson moved to accept the absences of those that had contacted the 

secretary. Joe Campbell seconded. Carried unanimously.  

 

Todd Sullens brought a devotion and led in prayer for the meeting. 

 

Lead Missionary Report: Steve Ballew presented his report. He introduced New 

Member David Taylor. He said that Tan Thai was also a new member, but was 

having issues with his back. He introduced Hope Evans, the new Social Media 

and Websites Manager, and Mark Middleton, the new Assistant Manager at 

Inlow.  

 

He shared the 2024 giving for Cooperative Program, State Missions Offering, 

Lottie Moon and Annie Armstrong. He said that 117 of the 330 churches gave 

more to missions through the Cooperative Program in 2024, 20 giving more than 

double. Ten churches that did not give in 2023 gave in 2024 and there were three 

new churches that gave. There were 153 churches that decreased their giving in 

2024 with 27 dropping by 50 percent. There were 10 churches that gave in 2023 

that did not give in 2024 and 47 churches that did not give in 2023 or 2024.  

 

He said that the State Missions Offering goal of $440,000 was exceeded at 

$474,570. There were only 163 churches that participated in 2024, which was up 

by five, but still less than half.  
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He shared that he had received several letters from retired New Mexico ministers 

or spouses who receive money from Mission Dignity. The Baptist Convention of 

New Mexico was able to send a ñ13thò check in 2024 and they were extremely 

grateful. He also shared some testimonies from Christian Challenge ministries and 

Disaster Relief.  

 

He presented the recommendations for the 2025 State Missions Offering goal of 

$480,000. They included $192,000 (40%) for Church Planting; $96,000 (20%) for 

Inlow and Sivells Camps; $48,000 (10%) for Collegiate Ministries (Summer 

Missions and Capital Improvements); $48,000 (10%) for Hunger Funds; $48,000 

(10%) for NM Disaster Relief and $48,000 (10%) for People Groups Ministry and 

Evangelism.  

 

He congratulated staff celebrating anniversaries that included Mario Navarro and 

Benney Tapia for two years and Diana Longoria for one year. 

  

Matt Celoria moved to approve the report and the State Missions Offering goal 

and designations. Trent Petty seconded. Carried unanimously.   

 

Mark Christesson moved to adjourn to lunch and committee meetings. Trent Petty 

seconded. Carried unanimously. Kevin Waldrop led in prayer for the BCNM 

and for lunch. The session was adjourned at 12:20 p.m. 

 

Plenary Session 2 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:33 p.m. The same members were present. 

Mark Christesson moved to accept absences of those that had requested. Trent 

Petty seconded. Carried unanimously. 

 

Minutes: The September minutes were presented, but it was noted that since they 

were approved at the State Convention they did not need to be approved again. 

 

Reports of Convention Entities 

 

Childrenôs Home Report: Serenity Richard presented the report. She thanked 

everyone for a successful fall food drive. They had hired a new set of house 

parents that would begin the next week. She said that Christmas could be a 

difficult ti me for their kids, but they had a great Christmas and many memories 

were made. Two children had gone to two different forever homes through the 

adoption program. David Taylor moved to accept the report. Stephen Baum 

seconded.  A question was asked about the Estancia Campus opening and the 

answer was that they were looking for staff. Carried unanimously.  
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Baptist Foundation Report: Micheal Summers presented the report. He said 

that, as of September 30, they had assets under management totaling $62 million 

plus, an increase of 21.58 percent. Distributions were ahead of the previous year 

at nearly $1 million. Trent Petty moved to approve the report. Mark Christesson 

seconded. Carried unanimously.   

 

BCNM TEAM REPORTS  

 

Church Health Team: Jim Bayne presented the report. He said that they had 

heard from the staff about their responsibilities. They would be breaking into three 

sub-teams at the April meeting. Both camps were looking for summer cooks. He 

brought a recommendation for Harrison Trust Funds for Indian Family Camp for 

Jemez Valley Baptist Church for up to 30 scholarships, a total of $3,450; Taos 

Indian Baptist Church up to 25 scholarships, a total of $2,875 and First Indian 

Baptist Church of Espanola up to 18 scholarships, a total of $2,070. They also 

recommended Harrison Trust Funds for Tooh Worship Center in Shiprock for 

$250 a month through April for a RAIM partnership. They recommended 

Atherton Trust Funds for pastoral aid for Lorne Denteclaw at Rock Springs and 

John Molina of Iglesia Bautista in Eunice for $300 a month for the year. Carried 

unanimously. 

 

Church Missions Team: Manny Longoria presented the report. He said that they 

had heard from the different leaders and staff. David Englehart had shared that he 

was retiring and they were looking for someone to take his position. He said that 

there were 81 students that made professions of faith through the Christian 

Challenge ministries in 2024. Ed Greene had made a report via Zoom. He said 

they had a busy year in 2024 and 19 people made professions of faith through 

Disaster Relief ministries. Melissa Lamb had shared about WMU. He said that 

Matt Thackerson had shared about missionaries with New Mexico ties and church 

planting. 

 

Manny Longoria led in prayer for the BCNM teams. 

 

REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTE ES 

 

Policy/Personnel Committee: Stephen Baum presented the report. He brought a 

recommendation to approve the revised Policy Manual. Carried unanimously. 

 

Property/Finance Committee: Todd Sullens presented the report. He said that 

there would a restructure of the Financial Statement to reflect the reorganization 

of the staff. He also said that the budget was underspent in 2024.  
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Communication/Technology Committee: Matt Celoria said that there was no 

report since Kevin Parker was out sick. They would meet later via Zoom.  

 

 Old Business: None 

 

New Business: Todd Sullens presented the Corporate Resolution which stated, 

ñSteve Ballew, Executive Director, and Gerald Farley, Chief Financial Officer, 

are empowered to act on behalf of the Baptist Convention of New Mexico in all 

matters requiring signatures enabling the sale, exchange, transfer, purchase or 

other forms of conveyance of all the cash assets, securities, bonds, certificates of 

deposits, notes issued by private, corporate or governmental agencies and real 

property.ò Mark Christesson moved to approve the resolution. Stephen Baum 

seconded. Carried unanimously.   

 

Board Time with Steve: Steve shared a 2024 annual report of what was 

accomplished in the state the previous year because of the 2023 State Missions 

Offering. He said that 50 Christian Challenge students served during the summer 

with 26 of those students serving oversees. There were 81 people saved through 

Christian Challenge. There were 121 people who made professions of faith 

through Hunger Ministries, 77 teens and children that made professions of faith 

during summer camps at Inlow and Sivells, and church planters reported 104 

salvations. That made a total of 383 professions of faith in those four areas.   

 

Trent Petty moved to adjourn. Mark Christesson seconded. Carried 

unanimously. Todd Sullens led in prayer and the meeting adjourned at 6:15 p.m.  

 

Minutes of the 

State Mission Board 

The Baptist Convention of New Mexico 

Plenary Session 1 

Baptist Building 

April 21, 2025 

 

Chairman Todd Sullens called the meeting to order at 11:30 a.m. Secretary Nancy 

Faucett called roll. Members present included Stephen Baum, Eunice Begaye, Cal 

Blackwell, Ben Campbell, Mark Christesson, Peter Crook, Cheston Fair, Juanita 

Fierro, Nelda Francis, Duane Gray, Graciela Guel, Joel Gunn, Manny Longoria, 

Rob McIntosh, Ira Pinkston, James Pratt, Todd Sullens, Carlos Tapia, David 

Taylor, Troy Tudor, Dean Turvaville and Kevin Waldrop. There was a quorum.  

 

Jim Bayne, Matt Celoria, and Susie Teeters had notified the secretary of their 

absences. Mark Christesson moved to accept the absences of those that had 

contacted the secretary. James Pratt seconded. Carried unanimously. Joe 
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Campbell, Trent Petty, Luis Rios and Tan Thai had resigned from the board. 

Stephanie Guerrero was no longer on the board either. Vice-President Chris 

Promersberger, Louise Budagher and Delton Judd were also present.  

 

Ira Pinkston brought a devotion and led in prayer for the meeting. 

 

Lead Missionary Report: Steve Ballew presented his report. He introduced New 

Board Members Louise Budagher of Rio Rancho First and Delton Judd of Logan 

First. He introduced Mike Hay, the new Northeast Regional Missionary and 

Herminio Estrada, the new Northern Hispanic Regional Missionary. He said that 

Micah Englehart would also soon begin as the new NMSU Christian Challenge 

Director.  

 

He presented a ñsnapshotò of statistics from the 2024 Annual Church Profiles. 

BCNM churches had remained within a fairly strict range for almost 40 years. 

Essentially, for every church planted another church had closed its doors. There 

had, however, been five new churches added for the current year bringing the total 

number back to 330. Membership had continued a negative trajectory. Average 

worship attendance had also declined. Baptisms continued to be an encouraging 

story, but were still about 90 percent of where they were in 2015 and less than 40 

percent of what they were in 1985.  

 

He congratulated staff celebrating anniversaries in the next quarter. They included 

Johanna Nelson and Luis Olmos on one year, Brittany Barrett on two years, 

Yolanda Montoya on four years, Rick Brittain on eight years and Kevin Parker on 

10 years. 

 

He reminded board members that the evening session would be at the UNM 

Christian Challenge. Those not on special committees would be receiving a ñfront 

row seatò on what Christian Challenge did on collegiate campuses.  

 

Stephen Baum moved to approve the report and Mark Christesson seconded. 

Carried unanimously.   

 

Chairman Sullens asked board members to break into groups for a time of directed 

prayer before their committee meetings. The meeting adjourned at 12:10 p.m. 

 

Plenary Session 2 ï UNM Christian Challenge 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:43 p.m. The same members were present 

with the exception of Manny Longoria. Mark Christesson moved to accept 

absences of those that had requested and David Taylor seconded. Carried 

unanimously. 
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Nominating Committee Report: Chairman Ira Pinkston presented the following 

recommendations: that Delton Judd of FBC Logan fill a vacated one-year term 

on the board that would expire in October 2025, that Louise Budagher of FBC 

Rio Rancho fill a vacated two-year term that would expire in October 2026 and 

that Tan Nguyen of Los Lunas Agape Vietnamese fill a vacated three-year term 

that would expire in October 2027. All of these will be eligible for a second three-

year term. Mark Christesson moved to approve the recommendations and Stephen 

Baum seconded. Carried unanimously.  

  

Reports of Convention Entities 

 

Childrenôs Home Report: Serenity Richard presented the report. She said that 

the Estancia Campus Open House was scheduled for June 28. They had an 

opening on their board for the Northeast Region. They had added a set of house 

parents, but she asked for prayer for more. Dean Turvaville moved to accept the 

report and Mark Christesson seconded. Carried unanimously.  

 

Baptist Foundation Report: Micheal Summers presented the report. He said that 

people should look at what the stock market had done for the previous 10 years 

instead of current trending. Assets under management as of December 31, 2024 

were over $61 million. Distributions for the year were over $1.2 million. He said 

that they had installed new software to manage investments and were still working 

out kinks. However, the portal was up and running. Cheston Fair moved to 

approve the report and Mark Christesson seconded. Carried unanimously.   

 

Approval of Minutes: Dean Turvaville moved to accept the January minutes and 

Mark Christesson seconded, Carried unanimously.   

 

BCNM TEAM REPORTS  

 

Church Health Team: Team Leader Rick Brittain presented the report in the 

absence of Chairman Jim Bayne. He said that they had worked in sub-teams. The 

Campsô Team (which was campsô facilities) had reported that there was still a 

need for an assistant manager at Sivells and a kitchen manager at Inlow. The Next 

Gen/Womenôs Leadership Team had reported work on upcoming camps and 

successful VBS trainings. The Church Health team had added Mike Hay and 

Herminio Estrada as regional missionaries. They were still looking to hire a 

Northwest Regional Missionary. He brought a recommendation for Harrison 

Trust Funds for Thoreau First for up to 30 scholarships to Inlow Indian Family 

Camp totally $3,350. Carried unanimously. He also brought a recommendation 

for two Native interns for Childrenôs Mission Camps totally $150. Carried 

unanimously. He announced that there was a mission effort planned, called One 
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Day New Mexico, scheduled for September 27. The plan was to flood Tucumcari 

and Silver City with the Gospel. He said to contact him or Matt Thackerson for 

more information. Dean Turvaville led in prayer for the Church Health Team. 

 

Church Mission Team: Ira Pinkston presented the report in the absence of 

Chairman Manny Longoria. He said that Christian Challenge Directors Jay 

Leibold and Randy Lash had attended the meeting. They had shared several 

stories from their campuses. Melissa Lamb had reported that WMU had teamed 

up with IMB to provided new training tools such as the Lottie Moon Experience. 

They would be presenting those tools May 3 at Rio Rancho First. He said that 

there were approximately 81 people with New Mexico ties on the international 

mission field. There was a young man named Marcus Jimenez from Los Lunas 

who had expressed an interested in planting a church and there was a Hispanic 

church plant starting in Espanola. He also announced the One Day Mission 

Emphasis in Tucumcari and Silver City. Chairman Todd Sullens led in prayer for 

the Church Missions Team.  

 

REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES  

 

Policy/Personnel Committee: Stephen Baum presented the report. He brought a 

recommendation to approve a couple of additional changes to the policy manual 

regarding employee benefits. They were under the administrative staff benefits 

section and changed the medical and dental coverage provided from employee 

and dependents to employee and spouse. It also changed the vision coverage for 

all full -time staff from employee only to employee and dependents and moved a 

sentence from the family leave to employee sick leave that stated, ñIn the case of 

sickness exceeding three days, a doctorôs note may be required.ò Carried 

unanimously. 

 

Property/Finance Committee: Todd Sullens presented a recommendation that 

Mesa Valley Baptist Church, 1704 Blake Rd. SW, Albuquerque NM 87105, be 

transferred to Grace Church Abq., 6901 San Antonio Dr. NE, Albuquerque NM 

87109. The legal description of the property is ñDeed for the property located at: 

Lots Numbered One (1) and Two (2) of Guy R. Woodôs Subdivision of Tracts 

115 and 116 of the Amended Plat of A.F.C. SUBDIVISION NO. 3, Bernalillo 

County, New Mexico, as the same is shown and designated on the Map of said 

Subdivision, filed in the office of the County Clerk of Bernalillo County, New 

Mexico, on September 25, 1947. This is a correction deed executed for the 

purpose of correcting that certain deed filed of record in Book D 232-A, Page 662 

as Document No. 85-12116, Records of Bernalillo County, New Mexico.ò The 

property described herein (ñPropertyò) is currently used for the purposes of a 

church in cooperation with The Baptist Convention of New Mexico. If the 

Property ceases to be used by or in support of a church in cooperation with The 
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Baptist Convention of New Mexico, title to the Property shall automatically and 

without further action revert to and vest in fee simple in The Baptist Convention 

of New Mexico. Upon such reversion, all rights of Grantee and its successors, 

together with the occupant of the Property, shall absolutely cease and terminate. 

A Church is only considered to be in cooperation with The Baptist Convention of 

New Mexico if the church is entitled to seat messengers at the annual convention 

of The Baptist Convention of New Mexico under the Articles of Incorporation 

and Bylaws of The Baptist Convention of New Mexico then in effect. Carried 

unanimously. 

 

Old Business: None 

 

New Business: Chairman Sullens said that the 2024 Committee on Committees 

had asked April Delores to serve on the 2025 State Nominating Committee. She 

passed away right before the Convention and the Convention asked the State 

Mission Board to replace her or allow them to work with the vacancy. He 

recommended that they allow them to work with the vacancy. Troy Tudor moved 

to approve the recommendation and Joel Gunn seconded. Carried unanimously.  

 

Board Time with Steve: Steve yielded his time to UNM Christian Challenge 

Director Jay Leibold. Jay asked for reports from board members from the 

evangelism effort on campus that afternoon. Luis Olmos shared that he and staff 

member Matthew had met a guy named Westin from Nepal who was Hindu. They 

had shared the Gospel with him. They invited him to Challenge and asked for 

prayer that he would attend. Cheston Fair said that he and student Everett had 

visited with three individuals. One, Max, said he had recently come to faith, but, 

when invited to the Challenge, had questions about theology. They asked for 

prayer that he would attend a Challenge meeting. Mark Christesson and staff 

member Wyatt met a student that was open to talking about the Gospel. He and 

Wyatt exchanged numbers so that they could address his questions. They also met 

a Catholic family and several Jehovahôs Witnesses. They asked for prayer for 

positive follow-up. Several other board members engaged with students, prayer 

walked the campus or prayed for Collegiate staff and summer missionaries. Jay 

shared an update to a story he had sent for the quarterly reports on Dillon. Since 

the report, Dillon had made a profession of faith and was attending Challenge 

events as well as church with one of the students. He also shared ways that 

churches could partner with Christian Challenges across the state. They included 

providing weekly lunches. Smaller churches with limited resources could provide 

meals for leadership teams. He said that individuals could offer rides to church to 

students or even adopt a student to provide meals or other meet other needs. Prayer 

walking campuses was always needed as well as financial support. He said that 

most of the staff raised their own funds and could always use help with those. He 

thanked board members for support of their ministry. 
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Mark Christesson moved to adjourn and Stephen Baum seconded. Carried 

unanimously. Todd Sullens led in prayer and the meeting adjourned at 6:18 p.m.  

 

Minutes of the 

State Mission Board 

The Baptist Convention of New Mexico 

Plenary Session 1 

Baptist Building 

July 21, 2025 

 

Chairman Todd Sullens called the meeting to order at 11:29 a.m. Secretary Nancy 

Faucett called roll. Members present included Stephen Baum, Eunice Begaye, 

Louise Budagher, Cal Blackwell, Angus Campbell, Ben Campbell, Matt Celoria, 

Mark Christesson, Peter Crook, Juanita Fierro, Nelda Francis, Graciela Guel, Joel 

Gunn, Delton Judd, Manny Longoria, Rob McIntosh, Ira Pinkston, James Pratt, 

Todd Sullens, Carlos Tapia, Troy Tudor, Dean Turvaville and Kevin Waldrop. 

There was a quorum.  

 

Jim Bayne, Cheston Fair, Duane Gray, David Taylor, and Susie Teeters had 

notified the secretary of their absences. Tan Nguyen was also absent. Mark 

Christesson moved to accept the absences of those that had contacted the 

secretary. Stephen Baum seconded. Carried unanimously. First Vice-President 

Chris Promersberger, Kathy Campbell and Mary Kay Judd were also present.  

 

Matt Celoria brought a devotion from 1 Timothy 4:16. 

 

Chairman Todd Sullens led in a time of ñpopcornò prayer. 

 

Lead Missionary Report: Steve Ballew presented his report. He thanked board 

members for the support of the organization restructuring that took place in 

January. The simplification of the structure seemed to have hit a positive note 

among partnership churches. The staff continued to look for ways to improve their 

capacity to be the frontline partner for BCNM churches so they could collaborate 

together to fulfill the Great Commission. The new structure made a major shift to 

emphasize the regional missionary approach. They were in the process of adding 

a regional missionary in the northwest region.  

 

He said that State Missions Offering materials would be mailed the following 

week and reminded the board of the allocations that had been approved at the 

January meeting. He asked them to give generously, champion the offering to 

their church and also pass along the names of people who might be able to give a 

larger gift.  
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The One Day Mission Emphasis would be held September 27 in Silver City and 

Tucumcari. He said that One Day had the potential to be the single greatest one-

day, soul-winning harvest in New Mexico history.  

 

The afternoon session would be shifted to Mesa Valley Church. He reminded the 

board that during the April meeting they had voted to transfer the property to 

Grace Church who was ñreplantingò the work at Mesa Valley.  

 

He congratulated staff celebrating anniversaries in the next quarter. They included 

David Englehart on 40 years, Cheryl Vaughn on 31 years, Dag Sewell on 14 years, 

Yolanda Montoya on four years, and Jay Leibold on 3 years.  

 

Mark Christesson moved to approve the report and Manny Longoria seconded. 

Carried unanimously.   

 

Stephen Baum led in prayer for the meal 

 

Plenary Session 2 ï Mesa Valley Church, Albuquerque 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:43 p.m. The same members were present. 

Mark Christesson moved to accept absences of those that had requested and 

Graciela Guel seconded. Carried unanimously.  

 

Joel Gunn led in prayer. Guests present included Kathy Campbell, Amber Celoria, 

Mary Kay Judd, Berta Longoria, Aaron Giesler, Brayden Marsh, and Miguel and 

Sara Castillo.  

 

Todd Sullens asked for praises from the afternoon outreach activities around Mesa 

Valley Church and led in a prayer of thanksgiving. 

 

Approval of Minutes: Stephen Baum moved to accept the April minutes and Joel 

Gunn seconded, Carried unanimously.   

 

Nominating Committee Report: Chairman Ira Pinkston brought a 

recommendation that Angus Campbell of Deming Bethel fill a vacated two-year 

term on the board that would expire in October 2026. Carried unanimously.  

  

Audit Report: Nick Loftis of Loftis and Lovato Group presented the annual audit. 

He said that the BCNM had received an unmodified or clean opinion, which was 

the highest level of assurance provided. There were no management letter 

observations and no correcting entries. The Property/Finance Committee brought 

a recommendation that the audit be approved. Carried unanimously.  
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Reports of Convention Entities 

 

Childrenôs Home Report: Serenity Richard presented the report. She said that 

the children had gone on vacation to a water park in Amarillo. They were working 

hard with the 4-H animals and had some really good pigs. Several attended the 

open house at the Estancia Campus. They were still seeking staff for those roles. 

She brought a recommendation from their board to elect the following board 

members. Currently serving and nominated to another term expiring October 2028 

were Paul Tankersley of Clovis Central and Joe Andrews of Las Cruces First. 

Being nominated for new one-year terms expiring October 2026 were Jared 

Bridge of Albuquerque Anchor and Nancy Bell of Pie Town. Open positions still 

to be filled were terms expiring 2027 and 2028 from the Northwest Region and a 

term expiring 2028 from the Southeast Region. Mark Christesson moved to 

accept the report and the board nominations. Troy Tudor seconded. Carried 

unanimously.  

 

Baptist Foundation Report: Micheal Summers presented the report. He said that 

through March, assets under management were at $61.5 million, which was an 

increase of 7.14 percent since March of 2024. He brought a recommendation 

from their board to elect the following board members. Currently serving and 

elected to another term expiring October 2028 was Robert Ewing of Albuquerque 

Hoffmantown. Being nominated for new terms expiring 2028 were Andy Byers 

of Roswell Calvary and John Campbell of Las Cruces Real Life. He said that their 

board had also temporarily filled a vacated three-year term with Michael Dean of 

Santa Fe First. Manny Longoria moved to approve the report and the board 

nominations and Dean Turvaville seconded. Carried unanimously.   

 

BCNM TEAM REPORTS  

 

Church Health Team: Ben Campbell presented the report. He shared two stories 

from their church who attended StuCamp Inlow.  

 

Church Mission Team: Manny Longoria presented the report. He said they had 

received updates from Christian Challenges in Las Vegas and Silver City. 

Childrens Missions Camp was to be held the next week. 

 

REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES  

 

Policy/Personnel Committee: No report 

 

Property/Finance Committee: Chairman Todd Sullens brought a 

recommendation to approve a Corporate Resolution adding Micah Englehart and 
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Gerald Farley to the checking account at NMSU and removing David Englehart. 

He also brought a recommendation that the Cooperative Program percentage 

remain at an 80/20 split, keeping 80 percent in New Mexico and forwarding 20 

percent to the SBC Executive Committee. Both recommendations carried 

unanimously. 

 

Communication and Technology: Chairman Matt Celoria said that the 

Communications Team had been working hard on the State Missions Offering 

videos for the year that would be completely different. He said that Team Leader 

Kevin Parker was also serving as the Regional Missionary for the Mountain 

Association. 

 

Old Business: None 

 

New Business: None, but Chairman Sullens reminded board members that 

officers would be elected in the September meeting. 

 

Board Time with Steve: Steve Ballew presented the deed for the property at 

Mesa Valley Church of Albuquerque to Pastor Aaron Geisler of Grace Church of 

Albuquerque. Mesa Valley would function as a campus church of Grace Church 

until they reached the point that they could be self-sustaining. He asked Brayden 

Marsh, pastor of Mesa Valley Church, to share about the ministry and vision of 

the church. He also asked Miguel Castillo, pastor of Iglesia Bautista la Familia de 

Dios (who also met at Mesa Valley) to share about their work.   

 

Mark Christesson moved to adjourn and Graciela Guel seconded. Carried 

unanimously. Steve Ballew led in prayer and the meeting adjourned at 7:02 p.m.  

 

Minutes of the 

State Mission Board 

The Baptist Convention of New Mexico 

Plenary Session 1 

Baptist Building 

September 15, 2025 

 

Vice-Chairman Ira Pinkston called the meeting to order at 11:29 a.m. Secretary 

Nancy Faucett called roll. Members present included Stephen Baum, Eunice 

Begaye, Louise Budagher, Cal Blackwell, Angus Campbell, Ben Campbell, Matt 

Celoria, Mark Christesson, Peter Crook, Cheston Fair, Juanita Fierro, Graciela 

Guel, Rob McIntosh, Tan Nguyen, Ira Pinkston, James Pratt, Carlos Tapia, David 

Taylor and Troy Tudor. There was a quorum.  
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Jim Bayne, Nelda Francis, Duane Gray, Joel Gunn, Delton Judd, Manny 

Longoria, Todd Sullens, Susie Teeters and Dean Turvaville had notified the 

secretary of their absences. Kevin Waldrop was also absent. Mark Christesson 

moved to accept the absences of those that had contacted the secretary. David 

Taylor seconded. Carried unanimously. Guests present included First Vice-

President Chris Promersberger and Kathy Campbell.  

 

Cheston Fair brought a devotion from Jude 1. 

 

Lead Missionary Report: Steve Ballew presented his report. He said that in Acts 

19, Paul entered the synagogue in Ephesus and spoke boldly for three months, but 

when some became hardened he withdrew from them, taking the disciples and 

conducting discussions every day in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. That went on 

for two years so that ALL residents of Asia, both Jews and Greeks, heard the 

word. He said that one of his favorite Bible words was ñall,ò but if it could not be 

ñallò then ñhow.ò How did the church get the word out to all of Asia? Asia at the 

time had at least four times more people than currently lived in New Mexico in 

an area almost two and half times larger than New Mexico. They shared with 

everyone in that area in only two years.  

 

There was a current advantage of technology and mobility. It was as if Paul 

received one talent and Baptists in New Mexico had ten. (Referring to the Biblical 

parable of the talents.) The church in Asia invested their one talent and received 

back multifold. He asked if New Mexico was guilty of hiding their ten and if they 

were ready to joyfully dig them and present them back to the Lord. In Jesusô 

parable, that kind of irresponsibility didnôt end well for the servant.  

 

He said they were looking for zealots willing to do whatever it took to get the 

Good News to every man, woman, boy and girl in New Mexico in the next five 

years. Were New Mexico Baptists ready to risk it all on one big, holy attempt to 

strive for something that if God didnôt show up nothing would happen? The One-

Day Mission Emphasis would take place September 26 in Tucumcari and Silver 

City. There were over 500 volunteers already signed up and he encouraged every 

church in New Mexico to participate.  

 

He thanked State Mission Board members who would be completing their terms 

of service at the conclusion of the meeting. They were Duane Gray of Silver City 

First, Jim Pratt of Las Cruces East Mesa, Carlos Tapia of Grants First and Troy 

Tudor of Las Cruces First.  

 

He congratulated staff celebrating anniversaries in the next quarter. They included 

Mark Middleton on one year; Cristiana Rocha on two years; Katy Parker, Melissa 
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Lamb and Matt Thackerson on four years; Clay Pope on five years; Toni Warner 

on 20 years and Nancy Faucett on 39 years. 

 

He said that there would be a celebration of David Englehartôs ministry October 

24-25 in Las Cruces.  

 

Cheston Fair moved to approve the report and Jim Pratt seconded. Carried 

unanimously.   

 

Ira Pinkston led in prayer for lunch and adjourned the meeting at 12:01 p.m. 

 

Plenary Session 2  

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:28 p.m. The same members were present 

with the exception of Stephen Baum who asked to be excused and Tan Nguyen. 

Matt Celoria moved to accept absences of those that had requested and Graciela 

Guel seconded. Carried unanimously.  

 

Approval of Minutes: Mark Christesson moved to accept the July minutes and 

Jim Pratt seconded. Carried unanimously.   

 

Reports of Convention Entities 

 

Childrenôs Home Report:  Serenity Richard presented the report. She said that 

kids arrive at the Home with a mentality that things would always be bad. She 

shared a story of one of their little girls who was amazed by the smallest things. 

They had hired a set of houseparents the previous week and were in the final 

stages of hiring another set. Their Fall Food Drive was approaching and she 

thanked everyone in advance. She said that seeing full shelves was a sign of love 

to the children at the Home. She brought a recommendation from their board for 

Diana Gonzalez of Lovington Jackson Avenue, Vicki Czapinski of Bloomfield 

First and Myron Lizer of Window Rock Gateway to fill three-year terms on their 

board. Troy Tudor moved to approve the report. Cheston Fair seconded. Carried 

unanimously. David Taylor moved to approve their board nominations. Louise 

Budagher seconded. Carried unanimously.  

 

Baptist Foundation Report: Micheal Summers presented the report. He said that 

their offices had moved and their new physical address was 10501 Montgomery 

NE, Suite 200. Their mailing address remained the same. They were leasing the 

space and hoped that their building would sell by the end of the year. That would 

allow them to be out of the real estate business. As of June 30, their assets were 

over $65 million, and they had distributed over $770,000 to beneficiaries. Matt 
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Celoria moved to accept their report and Cal Blackwell seconded. Carried 

unanimously.  

 

BCNM TEAM REPORTS  

 

Church Health Team: David Taylor presented the report. He said that they had 

hired a new regional missionary for the Northwest Region named Jeff Lowe who 

would begin in January. The One Day Mission Emphasis would be September 26 

and they still needed help in Silver City. He presented a recommendation for 

Pastoral Aid for John Wagner of Taos First Indian for $300 per month for 12 

months. Carried unanimously. 

 

Church Mission Team: Rob McIntosh presented the report. He said that the One 

Day Event had over 500 signed up. Over 300 of those signed up to go to 

Tucumcari and the rest would go to Silver City. The emphasis would be on 

evangelism and prayer walking. They had received a report from David Englehart 

from the Christian Challenge. He said their goal was to have gospel conversations 

on campus. Campus directors Micah Englehart, Gage Clark and Garrett White 

had also attended the meeting. Ed Green had reported that Disaster Relief 

volunteers had logged over 1,600 volunteer days year-to-date. Melissa Lamb had 

reported that WMU had helped to develop a MK re-entry challenge. 

 

REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES  

 

Policy/Personnel Committee: No report 

 

Property/Finance Committee: Troy Tudor brought a recommendation to 

approve the proposed 2026 budget. The total budget was $4,540,150, which was 

an increase of $245,150 over the previous year. Carried unanimously. 

 

Communication and Technology: Matt Celoria presented the report. He said 

that the Communications Team had put together a strategic story template to make 

sure they were not neglecting particular stories. They were updating their 

technology. Hope Evans had moved into a full-time role. They were also in the 

process of forming a Church Technician Fellowship.  

 

Old Business: None 

 

New Business: Election of Officers. Matt Celoria moved to re-elect Todd Sullens 

as chairman for a second term. Cheston Fair seconded. Carried unanimously. 

Mark Christesson moved to re-elect Ira Pinkston for a second term as vice-

chairman. David Taylor seconded. Carried unanimously.   
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Board Time with Steve: Executive Director Steve Ballew said that there were 

approximately 500 registered for the One Day event, which was an answer to 

prayer. He had prayed for 500. He was also praying that it would be the largest 

single harvest in New Mexico history. He asked for prayer that local churches 

would be able to follow up in their area. There would be a celebration time at the 

State Convention for the event.  He also asked for prayer for 2026 and suggestions 

for areas they should target.  

 

David Taylor moved to adjourn and Graciela Guel seconded. The motion carried 

unanimously and the meeting was adjourned at 6:08 p.m. Ira Pinkston closed in 

prayer. 

 

Staff Reports 
 

A Word From Steve 
 

ñPaul entered the synagogue (in Ephesus) and spoke boldly over a period of three 

months, arguing and persuading them about the kingdom of God.  But when some 

became hardened and would not believe, slandering the Way in front of the crowd, 

he withdrew from them, taking the disciples, and conducting discussions every 

day in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. This went on for two years, so that all the 

residents of Asia, both Jews and Greeks, heard the word of the Lordò (Acts 19:8-

10 CSB). 

 

One of my favorite Bible words is ñall.ò If someone wants to wrestle a meaning 

out of ñallò that doesnôt mean ñall,ò he will likely find himself tangled up within 

his own arguments. If ñallò doesnôt mean ñeach and every one,ò then what could 

it possible mean?   

 

So, if we cannot wrestle with ñall,ò we are left to wrestle with ñhow.ò How did 

the church meeting in the hall of Tyrannus get the word of the Lord to all of Asia?  

Granted the meaning of Asia is most likely Asia Minor. Still, Asia Minor is a 

territory that includes 291,773 square miles. The population of Asia Minor in 

Paulôs day is estimated to be between eight and ten million people. How did this 

church group create a movement that led to the sharing of the gospel with at least 

four times as many people as currently live in New Mexico in an area almost two 

and a half times larger than New Mexico in only two years?    

 

Some historians think the Chinese invented a printing press in 1088, over 350 

years before Guttenberg, but over 1000 years after Paul. The twentieth century 
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saw an explosion of our ability to communicate. We have amplified those 

capabilities dramatically in the first quarter of the twenty-first century. But, again, 

well after Paul. Letôs not even think about how most people in Paulôs day traveled 

by foot over land. How did this church group create a movement that led to the 

sharing of the gospel with at least four times as many people as currently live in 

New Mexico in an area almost two and a half times larger than New Mexico in 

only two years?    

 

We have the advantage of technology. We have the advantage of mobility. If I 

can rewrite one of Jesusô parables, the church Paul led for two years received only 

one talent and the Baptists in New Mexico got the ten. The church in Asia Minor 

invested their one talent in the kingdom and received back multifold. Are we in 

turn guilty of hiding our ten? Ready now to joyfully dig them up and present those 

ten back to our Lord? In Jesusô parable, that kind of irresponsibility didnôt end 

well for the servant. 

 

How did they do it? Quite frankly, Luke doesnôt record specifics for ñhow.ò I 

think Iôm thankful. If we did have an answer, we would likely seek to follow their 

ñhowò instead of seeking the Spirit of God for our ñhow.ò We know the Holy 

Spirit began a movement that began in Ephesus and spread throughout Asia Minor 

including the probable planting of the other six churches Jesus speaks to in 

Revelation 2 and 3.   

 

More than ñhow,ò I want to ask, ñWhy not now? Why not your community?  Why 

not New Mexico?ò Again, comparatively we have many more resources. And, 

does ñallò still mean ñallò? Do all the people of New Mexico deserve an 

opportunity to hear and respond to Godôs Good News? 

 

We are looking for the faith of zealots willing to do whatever it takes to get the 

Good News to every man, woman, boy and girl in New Mexico in the next five 

years. Are you ready to risk it all on one big, holy attempt? Are you ready to strive 

to do something that will require God to show up and deliver the results?   

 

May it be said of New Mexico Baptists that we made a monumental decision to 

attempt to reach our own families, friends, coworkers and neighbors with the 

Good News of Jesus in the last half of this decade. May it be said that we 

collaborated together to fulfill Godôs desire That All May Hear. 
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Church Health Team 
 
What a year! The newly minted Church Health Team has lived quite an adventure 

as we figure out who we are and what weôre doing. Here are a few examples of 

what weôve been up toé 

 

Regional Missionaries: 

The new ñeveryday facesò of the BCNM are our six (soon to be seven) Regional 

Missionaries. These men spend their time serving pastors and churches across the 

state, and theyôre really good at it! I recently made a phone call to a pastor in the 

Northeast part of our state about his first lunch meeting with RM Mike Hay. The 

pastor said, ñBefore we get to anything else, I want you to know that I really like 

Mike. This guy gets it!ò  

 

Thatôs the whole point of the work of Regional Missionaries. Theyôre here to ñget 

itò, and they really do. Your Regional Missionaryôs goal is to be your trusted 

friend and helper, whatever that may look like in your ministry context. Please 

pray for Mike as well as Luis, Mario, Daniel, Herminio and Kevin. And when 

they call or come by, tell them I said to pay for the coffee! 

 

Evangelism 

As we know, New Mexico desperately needs Jesus. We want to partner with you 

so that ALL may hear the good news. We continue to offer resources like Bibles, 

tracts, event trailers and partnership funds. Please reach out to the Church Health 

office if you need resources for reaching your community.  

 

Last fall at the annual meeting, Tri-Area DOM Dave McFadden was encouraged 

and challenged by Lead Missionary Steve Ballewôs message, and began to pray 

and think about how ñallò New Mexicans might hear. This resulted in a 

conversation that led to a decision on the part of BCNM, two associations and 

several local churches. The fruit of that is called One Day. When hundreds of New 

Mexico Baptists descend upon Tucumcari and Silver City on September 27, those 

two communities will be bathed in good news and showered with the love of 

Jesus. Weôre praying that this will be the greatest single day of harvest any of us 

have ever seen. Why not! If you want to know why Southern Baptists believe in 

partnership, look no further. 

 

Church Health 

At the beginning of August, we gathered at Sivells Camp with a bunch of pastors 

and their families for The Shepherdôs Retreat. It was a time of great laughter, 

world-class sômores, devoted worship and well-earned rest for these front-line 

servants. One pastor in particular started the weekend not sure ñwhat you guys 
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have to offerò, and wound up enlisting me to come meet with him about how we 

can help his church reach their community.  

 

The church health team believes you are important, your church is important and 

the lost folks in your town are important. Jesus said so é and we agree with Him. 

Weôre ready to serve alongside you as you do the mission Jesus gave to His 

Church. Please reach out to your Regional Missionary or to me, Cheryl, Katy, 

Yolanda, Cristina, or Clay and Benny at the camps if thereôs a need we can help 

with. Mission Matters Most. Letôs go! 

 

Rick Brittain 

Church Health Team Leader 

 

NEXT GEN/WOMENôS MINISTRY 

 

This has been another great year to celebrate what God has done throughout the 

state. It is a privilege to see God working and moving. I am excited to be a part of 

it and watch as God uses our churches to reach New Mexico with the Gospel. In 

looking back at the year, here are some of the things that we saw God do:  

 

Womenôs Leadership Training:  

I have been so pleasantly surprised year after year that this event continues to 

grow as it brings in familiar faces from last year as well as new faces. We were 

thrilled to grow the event from 89 ladies last year to 128 ladies this year. God has 

really used this event in a short amount of time to show how valued this time of 

encouragement and equipping is to the ladies in the state. This year, we were 

joined by Ruth Ripken. Ruth and her husband, Nik, served for many years with 

the IMB, and she works alongside her husband in their ministry to equip churches. 

Ruth shared insights from women in scripture about leadership. Amy Redus from 

FBC Santa Fe also led a session on engaging teenagers in the church, which is 

something that she has become very passionate about. This year, I also led a 

session on dealing with conflict biblically, which we can all agree is applicable to 

everyone. The ladies all responded well to these sessions and they remarked how 

beneficial and applicable they were to what they are doing in their churches. I had 

a couple ladies remark that this was the first year that they were able to attend, 

and they were sad that they missed the first two years.  

 

One of the highlights from the Womenôs Leadership Training was the opportunity 

for the ladies to connect with one another and to pray. This year the time of prayer 

was focused internationally. I had reached out to the IMB folks with NM ties to 

ask them to share the names of men and women that they are trying to reach with 

the Gospel. Each lady at the training received one of those names with a brief 

description of their context. We spent time praying specifically over those names 
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in small groups, and the ladies were challenged to pray daily for their person to 

come to know God. This proved to be a special time for the ladies to connect to 

the work that God is doing around the world. The missionaries who provided the 

names also remarked how encouraging it was to know that there are prayer 

partners in NM who are interceding for these people that desperately need the 

hope of the Gospel.  

 

Youth Ministry Summit:  

This summit has been taking place for a number of years, and it is a special time 

for many of our youth leaders. I continue to hear from these leaders about how 

they look forward to this time every year. They particularly look forward to this 

time to connect with other leaders. During the first portion of the Summit, the 

leaders got the opportunity to hear from Cory Liebrum, Director of Disciple & 

Next Gen for the Baptist General Convention of Texas. Since this is his area of 

expertise, Cory was able to focus on equipping these leaders and facilitating 

productive conversations among the group. The rest of the time was highly 

interactive with lots of questions about ministry and issues that they are facing, 

encouragement for those who were discouraged, and prayer for each other.  

 

The Summit was a launching point for the youth leaders to form a Student 

Ministry Collective. This is new this year. The ministry leaders are connected 

through a group message to ask for ideas and pray for each other throughout the 

year. They also have met by Zoom a couple times. I hope that this will be an 

ongoing support system for this group of leaders.  

 

VBS trainings:  

This yearôs trainings have grown in several ways. I was able to add five new 

trainers from different parts of the state. I love having new folks involved with the 

trainings, because it brings different insights from their context about the needs 

and challenges of VBS and kids ministry. We also added another training location 

in Las Cruces. All of the VBS trainings have had a wonderful turnout. We are 

thrilled with the number people who took a few hours out of their Saturday to get 

trained to reach kids and families. Even more than the number of people, it is 

encouraging to see the number of churches who came to the trainings. We had 

many churches who have not done VBS at all or it has been many years since they 

have done it. We had several churches who drove hours to attend the training. It 

seems like many churches are working hard at figuring out ways to engage kids 

and families in their communities. Here are a few reports from churches this year: 

 

In Clovis, the training was planned to take place at Highland Baptist. However, 

severe winds caused major damage to their facility and the team had to pivot to 

another church. This damage was not resolved by the time VBS took place, but 

Highland was not deterred. They continued with their VBS in a smaller space. 
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This summer brought more kids than they have had in years. They had 110 kids. 

Among those kids, three made a decision to follow Christ.  

 

One church in Las Cruces just started doing VBS last year. This year they 

shared about a set of siblings who came, but their family is Mormon. One of 

them was so convicted by the Gospel presentation and was in tears when the 

week was over because he wanted to come back. After their VBS was over, they 

quickly took all their decorations and crafts to one of our church plants in 

Chaparral for their VBS. They were excited to bless even more kiddos! 

 

Another church in Alamogordo reported that the kids in their VBS raised over 

100 lbs. in coins to give to that same church plant in Chaparral that is trying to 

build a building. It is exciting to see how the churches in New Mexico are 

working together for the same Gospel mission, and they are instilling that in the 

next generation.  

 

Summer Outreach Trainings: Unfortunately, weather was uncooperative and both 

trainings were small due to snow across those areas. Regardless of the size, the 

folks who were there were eager to learn and get ready for the summer. In 

Farmington, we had two groups who traveled several hours through the snow to 

get to the training. Both of these churches have a very small childrenôs ministry. 

They really were looking for new ideas to engage the families in their community.  

 

StuCamps: 

StuCamps: Sivells took place the week of June 9th and StuCamps: Inlow took 

place the week of June 23rd. Both camps focused on the theme ñBeautiful God.ò 

The StuCamps team felt strongly like this year we needed to focused on showing 

students the beauty of who God is and what he is calling us to. StuCamps has been 

carefully and thoughtfully planned to give students the opportunity to hear from 

different leaders in the study of Godôs word, as well as participate in small group 

discussions. They also typically write daily devotions for the students to work 

through. This year, they made a shift in the devotion to give the students a guide 

to help them do devotions at home. The team is very intentional in their planning 

to ensure that they are helping create patterns that can continue at home. Our goal 

is to make lifelong disciples rather than a one-time moment at camp.  

 

God truly moved through both camps. Matt Flores from Awaken Church in Rio 

Rancho preached at Sivells and Brandon Davis from Taylor Memorial in Hobbs 

preached at Inlow. At Sivells, there were eight students who made decisions to 

follow Jesus, two students who renewed their commitment to follow Christ, and 

three who felt like God was calling them to a life of ministry. At Inlow, there were 

11 decisions to follow Jesus, two renewed commitments, and four students who 

felt called to ministry. Both camps raised over $4,300 for New Mexico Baptist 
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Disaster Relief. They dedicated time in praying for Disaster Relief and the needs 

of the ministry. Here are a couple of stories from the students at camp: 

 

Mattôs sermons were really powerful. Then, one other major thing is that 

Wednesday night I prayed that people would come to Christ, and then my literal 

best friend gave his life to Christ. And the next day I kind of felt a ton of 

conviction, like I was missing out on all the good stuff because I could tell from 

my friends that they were like actually happier from like rededicating and giving 

their life. I was just kind of stuck. Matt came up to me and told me that there are 

a series of choices and decisions that can lead to rewards or consequences. He 

kind of just started talking about that and then I just accepted the fact that I had 

to surrender my life or it wasn't going to get better. No matter what the world 

can give me it's not it's not worth it. In the end, God's worth it. But then I ended 

up standing in the back of the rec center. I prayed by myself, and I just 

surrendered everything. Going back, I feel like I'm going to speak a lot more 

about my religion and Jesus and the Gospel, so I can spread the good news. I 

feel like the Holy Spirit is going to speak through me to like tell people about 

God. Maybe I will start a mini Bible Study at my school. 

Ava, Las Cruces 

 

This year at camp, I was reminded that God is everything, and without him there 

would be nothing. Sometimes, when I get too busy with my own life, or I start 

using my phone too much, I forget what I should be prioritizing God. I had an 

amazing time and canôt wait to go back next year.  

Jayde, Deming 

 

One of the most unique things happened this year. There was a 73-year-old 

sponsor who came with his youth to camp. This yearôs missions offering 

emphasis was for New Mexico Disaster Relief. God was working on this 

sponsorôs heart. On Thursday, he shared with the whole camp that he felt that 

God was calling him to serve with Disaster Relief in his retirement. He said ñI 

want to spend the rest of my life doing something that matters.ò The students all 

gathered around him and prayed over him. It was a special moment for the 

students to see God moving in the lives of people of all ages.  

 

Kids Camps:  

Camps for the kids looked a little different this year. We made a big change to the 

schedule and shortened camp by one day. The camp team worked really hard to 

make sure that the kids did not miss out on any of the quality biblical, gospel-

centered content that they typically hear. Kids Camp-Inlow took place the week 

of June 9th and Kids Camp- Sivells was the week of June 16th.  
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Even with all the changes, we heard great feedback from the leaders. As we hoped, 

many leaders remarked that they were able to make this schedule work better for 

their leaders and the parents. The Inlow camp remained about the same size, but 

the Sivells camp grew by about 30 campers. Keeping the cost down was also a 

significant benefit for many churches. By the end of the week, many leaders 

remarked how grateful they were for a shorter week for themselves and the kids. 

Some of the older kids would have stayed longer, but we feel like that builds 

anticipation for StuCamps as they get older.  

 

One church in Deming shared that they had a couple of girls who almost didnôt 

come. Sunday night, the parents were talking with the leaders and getting ready 

to back out. By Monday morning, the parents and kids had changed their mind 

and the girls got in the vans. These two girls were fairly new to the church and 

were nervous about camp. By the end of the week, one of the girls had talked 

with her leader about being baptized. She had made a decision to follow Jesus 

before, but she had never been baptized. She knew that she was ready. That 

same day, God was working on the heart of the other girl. She had questions 

and wanted to know more. In talking with her leaders, she said that she wanted 

to follow Jesus. She wanted God to be in control of her life. The leaders were so 

grateful to be able to share with her, especially knowing that these girls almost 

didnôt come.  

 

Another leader from Albuquerque shared about a conversation with one of the 

kids in his group. During the church group time, they were talking about 

emotions. He asked the group, ñWhat is your faith based on? Is it based on how 

you feel about God? Or is your faith based on Godôs Word, Godôs Truth that 

never changes?ò During this time, one of the girls was visibly upset about 

something. We had been praying for her for the last 3 or 4 years because she 

knows everything. She can walk through the Gospel and the ABCs of responding 

to God, but she has never made the decision to make Jesus her Lord and Savior. 

Every time, she says that she just wasnôt ready. But that night at camp, she 

decided that she was ready and prayed with her leaders to accept Jesus.  

 

In total, there were seven kids at Inlow and seven kids at Sivells who made 

decisions to follow Jesus. There were a number of kids who felt like they were 

ready to make their decisions public by being baptized, and many more who felt 

challenged to grow deeper in their walk with God. We collected offerings at both 

camps for the NM Baptist Childrenôs Home. Altogether, the kids generously gave 

$1,374.02 to help kids coming from hard places.   

 

Megapalooza: 

Our statewide training event was scheduled to take place on September 19-20th at 

Hoffmantown Baptist Church in Albuquerque. We were thrilled that this training 
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has been extended to both kids and youth ministry teachers, leaders, and 

volunteers. We had over 15 breakouts scheduled, led by childrenôs and youth 

leaders from around the state. Jana Magruder from Lifeway Christian Resources 

was our keynote speaker. I love the opportunity to equip leaders to better reach 

and disciple the Next Generation.  

 

Looking ahead to 2026: We are already praying and planning for the upcoming 

events and trainings in 2026. The Womenôs Leadership Training Event will return 

on February 22nd-23rd at Hoffmantown Church, Albuquerque. We are planning to 

send leaders to Lifewayôs VBS Institute, which will help the VBS Training Team 

prepare for our training tour in Spring 2026. StuCamps: Sivells and BCNM Kids 

Camp- Inlow are set to take place the week of June 8th. BCNM Kids Camp- Sivells 

will be the week of June 15th, and StuCamps: Inlow will be the week of June 22nd. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to serve churches in New Mexico. I am excited to 

see what God has in store.  

 

That all may hear! 

Katy Parker 

 

INLOW CAMP  

 

As the 2025 camp season ends and I look back over the summer, I feel like a one-

page report isnôt enough space to express what God has done. I have decided to 

share some stats from Missions Camp along with some testimony from those who 

attended at Inlow. 

 

I want to share the Childrenôs Mission Camp ñstatsò and also two things that have 

been shared with me since camp that were very encouraging about the importance 

of our camp ministries. Iôm sharing with their permission.  

 

Childrenôs Mission Camp 2025 

57 Campers 

21 SITs (students in training) 

8 salvations! 

1 call to ministry! 

1 recommitment! 

  

From Mason Davis at Bethel Deming: 

ñTalking with our camp sponsors this past Sunday we realized we have a family 

with 3 brothers who have all been saved at one of our camps. 

Danny - Childrenôs Mission camp 2019 

Nathen - StuCamp 2024 
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Jasiah - CMC 2025 

Camp ministries (and owning special places like Sivells and Inlow) are so vital 

to our ministries in NM!!ò 

  

Story from FBC Corona: 

Corona has sent kids to camp for several years with another church. This year, 

Mariah Mauricio, came as the sponsor and brought 3 kids. One of her girls was 

saved at a previous year at camp and then baptized. Another was saved this 

year! Mariah has already reached out that one of her campers who is going to 

be too old for camp and wants to apply to be a SIT. She is also already 

recruiting kids to come next year. One of the neat things is that she is working to 

bring kids from Vaughn where the only Baptist church recently closed. Pastor 

Roy and his wife, Amy, who recently retired from Vaughn, had several families 

with kids that attended and were especially involved in VBS and other events. 

How exciting to see another small church using camp as an outreach in a 

neighboring community! 

 

It is so encouraging to hear of the impact that our camps have on those who attend 

and that our efforts have eternal consequences.   

 

Clay Pope 

Inlow Baptist Camp Manager 

 

SIVELLS CAMP  

 

Once again, I give God praise for another successful camp season. God, and only 

God, receives the Glory. A word that was on mine and Shirley's hearts early on, 

before the beginning of camp season, was HOPE. The question was what do we 

do with this word? How do we make it tangible? After prayer and conversations, 

it was decided to have a cross built and placed by the camp pond to remind 

campers of the sacrifice made by Jesus and his love for them regardless of their 

circumstance. The cross is the greatest symbol of Hope. It was our prayer that 

hope planted in their hearts will continue to grow filling them with joy and peace 

as they trust in Him (Romans 15:13) 

 

As most know, Sivells would not be able to operate without committed volunteers. 

In Matthew 9:37-38 Jesus says, ñThe harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. 

Pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers.ò I rejoice that He 

answered and provided the volunteers needed for this ministry. Sivells had three 

cook teams from North Carolina; Sandy Ridge Baptist, New Vision Fellowship, 

and Steel Creek Church. Between these three teams, there were a total of 60 

volunteers! First Baptist Stephenville brought 22 volunteers for a work group in 

August. They accomplished tasks that included updating the foyer of the family 
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retreat center, insulating, installing plywood, and replacing the Sivells sign. We 

currently do not have a camp cook, but we have a team of volunteers who have 

20 plus years of serving in the kitchen. These incredible folks have been, and 

continue to be, the heart of the Sivells kitchen.  They not only feed hungry bellies, 

but also hungry hearts. Through their joyful service behind the scenes, they have 

shown what it means to serve with humility and grace. I would also like to mention 

a couple from Hamilton Texas who did ALL the summer laundry service. They 

washed bedding, made beds, and cleaned the buildings to prepare for the next 

group of campers.  

  

One of the greatest honors about being camp manager is to hear about, and 

occasionally witness, the life-changing decisions made over the summer. During 

our two BCNM camps there were a total of 12 decisions reported. There were 

eight salvations, two recommitments, and two who are being called to full-time 

ministry. God changes hearts at camp. He revamps lives, convicts, guides, and 

speaks tenderly to not only campers, but to everyone who experiences camp. One 

thing I have witnessed as camp manager is that camp matters, because God uses 

it to rewrite stories and touch the lives of those who donôt know Christ.  

 

As I begin to wrap up this report, I am once again reminded how blessed I am to 

work alongside the BCNM staff and witness their commitment to live out the 

Gospel and share the message of Godôs hope, love, and grace in all they do. Thank 

you for the many prayers  

 

Benney Tapia  

Sivells Camp Manager 

 

Regional Missionaries 
 

Southwest Region 

Luis Olmos 

-ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ %ÎÃÏÕÎÔÅÒÓȡ !ÒÍÁÎÄÏȭÓ 3ÔÏÒÙ 
Met with church planter Juan Mendoza (Jesus El Buen Pastor, Alamogordo), 

who regularly disciples a man named Armando. 

Armando (mid-60s, Mexican descent, Catholic background) and his wife have 

faithfully attended the church plant since its beginning. 

Although he respects Pastor Mendoza and is deeply considering spiritual 

matters, Armando has not yet surrendered his life to Christ. 

During a recent meeting with Juan, another pastor, and myself: 
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Armando expressed doubt, saying: ñI just cannot see how and if God is 

changing me.ò 

Together, we shared Scriptures such as Romans 8:9ï10, explaining 

salvation and the importance of personally confessing Jesus as Lord. 

We also shared personal testimonies of how Christ transformed our lives. 

Prayer Requests: 

Pray that Armando clearly sees Godôs work in his life and soon surrenders 

to Christ. 

Pray for Pastor Juan Mendoza as he faithfully disciples and ministers to 

Armando. 

FBC Lordsburg Update 
FBC Lordsburg has been without a pastor for two years. Despite this, God has 

remained faithful. 

Their deacon and his wife, Glyn and Adelina Lindsey, have served faithfully 

through challenges and growth. 

Recent baptism services have encouraged the church and renewed hope. 

God has also provided support: 

Jim Pratt, a retired DOM and pastor from a neighboring association, has 

stepped in to help. 

Other leaders have filled the pulpit and encouraged the congregation. 

 

Southeast Region 

Mario Navarro 

 

This year, I visited several Hispanic and English-speaking pastors across the state. 

Many visits involved support during illness, church challenges, and fellowship 

events like luncheons for pastors and their wives. I also preached in various 

churches and helped train church planters. 

 

Highlights:  

¶ Hispanic Churches: 

o Regular visits to Pastor Abelardo Bolaños (health concerns). 

o Encouraged participation in the "ONE DAY" event in 

Tucumcari. 

o Farewell luncheon held for Dave McFadden with Hispanic 

pastors. 

 

English-Speaking Pastors: 

¶ Chad Wease (Hillcrest, Lovington): 

Discussed missions, school growth and reconnecting with local pastors,  
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¶ Randy McDaris (FBC Lovington): 

Encouraged local pastor fellowship; Hispanic church is active and 

hosting events. 

¶ James Flores (FBC Jal): 

Supported him with church building and insurance issues; encouraged 

his ministry. 

¶ Matt Keller (FBC Hobbs):  

Supported him through stress and ministry struggles; emphasized 

pastoral care and connection. 

¶ Raymond Derrick (FBC Tatum):  

praying for guidance; their church is doing well. 

Northeastern Region 

Mike Hay 

Introduction  

I thank God for the opportunity to work for the BCNM and serve as a missionary 

in this region. Having spent my pre-teen and teen years in Questa, New Mexico, 

it has been a blessing to return and serve in what I believe is the most beautiful 

portion of our state. 

 

Personal Update 

I joined BCNM on April 1st. My wife Diana and I relocated to Santa Fe on June 

1st and are now fully settled into our new home. This has been an exciting season, 

as nearly every Sunday I have been invited to preach in an area church with Diana 

traveling alongside me. 

 

Ministry Focus 

¶ Reached out to pastors in the region to get acquainted, hear their 

challenges, and pray for them. 

¶ Filled the pulpit in pastorless churches, which has been a joy. 

¶ Trained and guided pastor search teams as opportunities arose. 

¶ Built trusting relationships through lunches, coffee, phone calls, texts, 

hospital visits, and even fishing trips. 

¶ Received warm welcomes and appreciation from churches and pastors. 

 

Pastorless Churches 

When I arrived, there were about four or five churches without a pastor or in 

transition. Currently, there are two pastorless churches. Please join us in praying 

for these congregations as they seek Godôs will. 
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Block Party Trailer Ministry  

The regional block party trailer has been used by churches for VBS, block parties, 

and back-to-school events. As a result of this resource, some people have come to 

accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. Unfortunately, the trailer was 

recently stolen. Churches will need to discuss in future meetings how to respond 

to the loss of this resource. 

 

Closing 

God is at work, and it is exciting to be part of what He is doing! 

 

Western Mountain Region 

Kevin Parker 

Regional Overview 

¶ Covers seven churches from Socorro to the Arizona state line, spread 

across diverse communities. 

¶ Churches range from those in college towns to very small communities. 

¶ One church ministers adjacent to a Navajo reservation, using both 

English and Dine in services. 

¶ The most distant church requires a 410-mile round trip. 

 

Ministry Approach  

¶ Serve as regional missionary while also leading the Office of 

Communication and Technology. 

¶ Travel from Albuquerque into the region about twice a month. 

¶ Stay in local motels and engage in local restaurants and communities. 

¶ Completed one year of service in July; have visited each church at least 

twice. 

Use weekends for Bible studies, Sunday School, preaching, and community visits. 

 

Ministry Impact  

¶ 26 trips into the region over the past 12 months. 

¶ Built strong relationships by: 

o Attending and preaching in local churches. 

o Meeting pastors outside of church and association settings. 

o Providing encouragement, assessing needs, and offering resources. 

¶ Strengthened ties with the Mountain Baptist Association: 

o Attended executive board meetings and fifth-Sunday sings. 
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o Association rescheduled a meeting to ensure my attendanceð

reflecting value placed on BCNMôs partnership. 

 

Support to Churches 

¶ Assisted three pastorless churches with search processes and pulpit 

supply. 

¶ Helped two churches adopt I Sing Worship lyric video systems due to 

lack of musicians. 

¶ Supported practical needs: 

o Assisted one church in securing a storage building with solar 

lighting. 

o Helped with sound system issues in multiple churches. 

o Provided BCNM resources for an outdoor tent revival, saving one 

church thousands in rental costs. 

 

Support to Associations & Leaders 

¶ Served as keynote speaker at the Spring Menôs Conference; wife 

invited to lead a womenôs event. 

¶ Promoted One Day mission trip participation and connected churches 

with IMB missionaries. 

¶ Hosted a church administration seminar for local leaders. 

¶ Maintain ongoing care by praying and texting with pastors weekly. 

 

Northern Hispanic Region 

Herminio Estrada 

Introducti on 

I began working with the convention with a heart to help churches and pastors. 

From the start, my approach has been to show them that I am their friendð

someone who genuinely cares about them. 

 

Support to Churches 
¶ Some pastors have started sharing their concerns and needs. One of the 

common requests was for help with immigration issues. In response, 

we brought immigration lawyers directly to their churches. Members 

from 10 churches benefited from free legal consultations. 

¶ The church in Gallup requested help with preaching. I, along with 

others, have been supporting them in that area. The same is true for the 

Spanish ministry at Del Norte. 

¶ Pastors have also asked for seminary training, and we are still working 

on that. Theyôve expressed a need for guidance on church growth 
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strategies. Iôm offering advice where I can while encouraging them to 

stay grounded in Godôs Word. Some pastors are feeling desperate to 

see their churches grow, and I gently remind them that this is the 

Lordôs churchðnot ours. 

¶ I'm currently helping the pastor in Los Lunas with marriage counseling 

and supporting the church in Bloomfield with home Bible studies. 

¶ One of the biggest needs many of the pastors have expressed is 

friendship. A few of them have even asked my wife, during our visits, 

to befriend their wives, as they often feel alone and unmotivated. 

 

Native American Region 

Daniel Clymer 

Executive Summary 

New Mexico Native American Baptists experienced significant growth and 

outreach this year, with their ministry efforts gaining recognition throughout the 

Southern Baptist Convention. 

Major Events and Conferences 

 

Native Baptist Awakening - April 5, 2025 

¶ Location: First Baptist Church, Rio Rancho 

¶ Speaker: Mark Custalow, First Nations Gospel Storyers 

¶ Focus: Bible Storying and Discipleship Groups 

¶ Sessions: Four breakout sessions led by Native Baptist Partnership 

team leaders covering storying discipleship groups, arts integration, 

testimony sharing, and ministry impact 

¶ Result: Successful conference focusing on evangelism, discipleship, 

and missions 

 

WMU Celebration - Dallas, Texas 

¶ Purpose: National WMU Celebration before SBC Convention 

¶ Participation : Bennie and Edna Romero performed Tiwa and Tewa 

worship 

¶ Outreach: Distributed prayer guides for New Mexico's 24 Native 

American tribes using traditional Pueblo cookies with QR codes 

¶ Impact: Several hundred contacts made for tribal prayer support 

 

Inlow Indian Family Camp - June 16-20, 2025 

¶ Theme: "Seek Him First" 

¶ Attendance: 114 campers 
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¶ Leadership Changes: New team leaders elected including Gerome 

Fragua (Worship) and John Wagner (Adult Track) 

¶ Results: Eight salvations, three rededications, nine baptism requests, 39 

prayer requests 

¶ Special Recognition: Memorial scholarships provided $20 per camper 

support; honored departing leaders John Joe and Charlie Riddick for 

seven years of service 

Leadership Development and Training 

Church Planter Training 

¶ Rob McIntosh launched Navajo Ministry Church Planter/Leader 

Training Bootcamp through Bridging the Gap ministry 

¶ Partnership established with Jackson Memorial Baptist Church 

(Virginia) and Leadership Training International 

¶ Karen Tapia completed media production and office skills training 

¶ Leadership Training Institute modules scheduled for November 7 at 

First Indian Baptist Church, Española 

Summer Native Leadership Retreat - August 22-23, 2025 

¶ Focus: Strategic planning for 2025-2026 ministry year 

¶ Key Decisions:  

o 2026 Native Baptist Awakening theme: "Stepping Up to 

Serve" 

o 2026 Inlow Camp theme: "Rooted in Christ" (June 15-19, 

2026) 

¶ Leadership Structure: Five-team partnership covering administration, 

missions, growth, communications, and stewardship 

Ministry Projects and Developments 

Infrastructure Projects 

¶ Tinian Baptist Church nearing completion of fellowship hall rebuild 

(replacing fire-damaged facility) 

¶ Crownpoint church restart in development with potential church planter 

and community partners 

 

Challenges Addressed 

¶ Worldview issues among tribal communities 

¶ Social problems including addiction and abuse 

¶ Future training events planned to address these concerns 
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In Memoriam 

¶ Rev. James Tso: Longtime pastor of Teec Nos Pos Baptist Church, 

served community for decades 

¶ Joyce Clymer: Lifelong missionary (age 96), served over 50 years in 

ministry including churches at Rosedale, Crownpoint, and Jemez 

Pueblo 

 

Acknowledgments 

Special thanks to New Mexico Baptists for their continued support of Native 

American Baptist ministries. Recognition given to Stan and Joanie Albright for 

ongoing support, and to all volunteer leaders and partner churches who made 

this year's successes possible. 

 

Church Missions Team 
 

Message from Church Missions Team Leader 

Matt Thackerson 

 

This has been an incredible year for our Church Missions Team. From feeding the 

hungry and providing Disaster Relief to planting churches and reaching college 

students, our work beautifully represents the hope found in Jesus. We've 

witnessed glimpses of the restoration promised in Revelation 7:16-17, where there 

will be no more hunger, thirst, or sorrow. 

 

These stories showcase Christ at work throughout New Mexico and beyond. Let 

God's unfailing promises ignite our passion to keep sharing the life-changing 

gospel "That All May Hear." 

 
 

Church Planting 

 

Generation Church - Farmington | Pastor Stephen Soto (planted December 

2020) 

 

Recent Growth Stories 

New Family Connection: A young mother visited with her children after a 

member's invitation. Having previously worked as a bartender in our current 

building, she was moved to see how God transformed the space for His glory. She 

loved the service and plans to return. 
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Workplace Ministry : Pastor Soto reconnected with former coworker Brie, who 

was struggling emotionally and physically. Using "The Three Circles" method, he 

shared the gospel. Brie acknowledged surrendering to Christ but recognized her 

need for greater obedience. Please pray for Brie's continued growth. 

 
 

Collegiate Ministries 

David Englehart, Christian Challenge Director 

 

Campus Reports 

New Mexico State University | Micah Englehart 

Freshman Sebastian from El Paso eagerly received Christ after hearing the 

gospel during a coffee meeting. Despite Micah's illness, Sebastian expressed 

interest in Christian Challenge. Pray for courage to attend gatherings and meet 

encouraging believers. 

 

New Mexico Highlands University | Jonathan Bull 

After Collegiate Week at Falls Creek, welcome events drew double attendance 

with unprecedented engagement. Multiple gospel appointments are scheduled, 

and college students more than doubled Sunday church attendance. God is 

opening many doors this semester. 

 

Eastern New Mexico University | Dag Sewell 

Former student Alexa Cable reflected on how mistakenly finding our BSU 

(thinking it was Black Student Union) led to her salvation. She continues 

following our ministry and celebrating new students growing in Christ. 

 

University of New Mexico | Jay Leibold 

Junior Dean, seeking a parking pass, attended our Paradigm meeting and 

enjoyed connecting with others. During follow-up, he shared his Catholic 

background and lack of motivation for Mass. After hearing the Bridge 

Illustration, Dean prayed to trust Christ's work alone for salvation. Pray his faith 

is genuine and he joins a church. 

 

Western New Mexico University | Thomas White 

At High Noon Lunch, Jazmin shared her testimony of returning to faith after 

deconstructing into paganism and witchcraft. She's now rebuilding her Christian 

life. Pray for continued growth and connection with Christian Challenge. 

 

New Mexico Tech | Garrett White 

Women's ministry flourished with a tea party Bible study bringing together 

returning and new studentsðparticularly encouraging since women are 
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historically a minority at NMT. Pray for continued growth in this challenging 

environment. 

 

San Juan College | Randi Lash 

Student leader Avery Ramirez secured our first move-in day table in an ideal 

location between housing, financial aid, and bookstore. Results: 14 new student 

contacts and six grateful faculty/staff members. Pray for recruiting new students 

and increasing campus visibility. 

 

NM Junior College/University of the Southwest | Gage Clark 

At freshman orientation, helpful student Emmett shared his recent conversion 

from an unreligious home through Catholic church attendance. After 30 minutes 

of conversation and prayer, he showed enthusiasm for Bible studies and events. 

Pray for Emmett's growth and guidance opportunities. 

 
 

WMU  

Melissa Lamb, Director 

 

Mission: Encouraging and equipping churches to learn about, support, pray for, 

and do missions. 

 

Highlight Story  

Eight-year-old Morgan met a missionary at Children's Mission Camp. The IMB 

missionary asked kids to pray for three friends to know Christ. Afterward, his 

mom found all three names written inside his favorite cap bill. When asked why, 

Morgan said, "So I can remember to pray for them." 

 

2025 Accomplishments 

Under the leadership of President Denise Clymer, Vice President Mary Kendall, 

and our Executive Board, we connected churches to missions through: 

¶ Children's Mission Camp 

¶ Zoom calls with missionaries 

¶ Statewide events and training 

¶ Lottie Moon and Annie Armstrong material distribution 

¶ Missions discipleship resources 

 

Camp Theme: "Live Out Loud so That All May Hear!" 
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Disaster Relief 

Ed Greene, Director 

 

New Mexico Baptist Disaster Relief volunteers continue to invest what God has 

entrusted to us into the lives of people in crisis through compassion ministry. Our 

volunteers brought help to the desperate, hope to the hopeless, and the healing, 

life-changing message of Jesus to the lost. We responded across the nation, from 

Florida after Hurricanes Helene and Milton, to Louisiana after Hurricane 

Francine, to California after the Los Angeles fires, to flooding in the Rio Grande 

Valley, Texas. Here at home our teams deployed to Roswell, Ruidoso, Silver City 

and Vado, as well as supporting the Remote Area Medical free medical mission 

in Gallup, removing a tree from a home in Corona, house fire cleanup in Mayhill, 

working at Inlow, and supporting the One Day mission event in Silver City. We 

saw grown men cry when we were the only relief organization to show up after 

weeks of waiting for anyone to help.  We were called ñangels sent by Godò when 

we cleaned up a home in Texas that had been flooded with three feet of water for 

weeks. By simply providing a hot shower, laundry service and prayer we gave 

renewed hope and strength to a family in Ruidoso who had lost nearly everything, 

including their identification. Without it they could not apply for FEMA 

assistance or even basic help from the Red Cross. And, 11 people came to know 

the Lord in Roswell and Ruidoso. Compassion comes from the heart of God. It 

motivates us to action just as it did Jesus who saw the crowds and had compassion 

for them. It is the model He gave His followers for spreading the gospel, the 

ultimate reason we Go, Serve and Share through Disaster Relief. 

 

We contributed 8,320 volunteer hours in responses. Countless additional hours 

contributed to training, equipment maintenance, and mission preparedness. Basic 

introductory training around the state enlisted 107 new volunteers. Several 

courses were provided to help chaplains meet the newly established NMBDR 

chaplain qualifications. Additional training in each of our ministries was provided 

at our Annual Meeting and Celebration at FBC Ruidoso.   

 

The NMBDR fleet saw the former SJBA cleanup and feeding trailers moved to 

Albuquerque where they have undergone extensive repair and renovation. 

Through generous donations, we acquired a new shower trailer in the PVBA and 

a new skid steer and trailer that will also greatly expand our response capability. 

Through a new asset care program some of our skilled volunteers will maintain 

all of our mobile equipment around the state. 

 

At the national level, State Director Ed Greene served as chair of the SBDR 

committee to write an Incident Command Team training manual. 
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We are extremely grateful for all the support of the BCNM staff who facilitate 

accomplishment of our ministry, and of the board and churches across the state 

who support and encourage our work. 

 
 

Hunger Ministries 

Diana Longoria, Coordinator 

 

First & Second Quarter Impact 

¶ 56,730 hot meals served 

¶ 4,897 lunch bags distributed 

¶ 44,544 individuals received groceries 

¶ 18,182 individuals supported through other efforts 

 

Spiritual Impact  

¶ 32,043 evangelistic encounters 

¶ 43 professions of faith 

¶ 6 baptisms 

¶ 2,491 volunteers (450 equipped through evangelism training) 

 

Participating Ministries  

Our 20 hunger ministries include Calvary Baptist Church, Carlsbad Outreach 

Center, Deming First Baptist, East Mountain Food Pantry, FBC Aztec, FBC 

Bernalillo Food Bank, The Lord's Pantry, and many others serving communities 

across New Mexico. 

 

Ministry Testimonies 

The Lord's Pantry : A volunteer's profound prayer led a recipient to return as a 

volunteer herself. 

 

FBC Bernalillo Food Bank: New faces and countless Jesus conversations 

resulted in food bank patrons attending Sunday services. Several homeless 

individuals now help in the clothing closet. 

 

East Mountain Food Pantry: Continuously adding new families, with clients 

expressing amazement at food variety. One person had been without food for 

two days before receiving help. Clients show appreciation by donating items and 

volunteering regularly. 
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Communication and  

Technology 
 

Supporting  Ministry  with  Communication 

The teamôs name changed during this last year. Along with that name change, our 

work has broadened into several new areas focusing on helping the conventionôs 

missionary staff and BCNM churches to connect more clearly and consistently. 

Some of our operations have continued, some have new focus, others are 

expanded or newly created. 

 

The team uses digital channels to distribute news and stories. Each week, over 

1,000 individuals receive The BNM Weekly, the electronic version of The Baptist 

New Mexican, not including those who consume information through our other 

channels. Others access news and information through the convention's news 

portal, GoBNM.com, as well as through social media and the BCNM Connect 

mobile app. The number of subscribers, followers, and users continues to grow. 

 

The team tells stories of God at work through New Mexico Baptists and Southern 

Baptists across the nation. During the year, we have developed new Strategic 

Story Selection Guidelines, to help us consistently select and tell stories that help 

and inspire churches on their mission and in their cooperation with other Baptist 

churches and entities.  

 

Among the stories weôve told this year, youôll findé 

 

Members and staff of churches led individuals to faith in Jesus Christ and guided 

them into baptism and spiritual growth. We told their stories in words and 

pictures. 

 

Children and students heard the Gospel and trusted Jesus as their Savior through 

summer camps. Some of them, when they returned home, renewed the faith of 

family members or led them to Jesus. We told their stories with words and 

pictures. 

 

New Mexican's have surrendered to missionary service, been appointed as 

missionaries, or have served overseas as career missionaries. We have told their 

stories with words and pictures. 

 

The team also told many other stories of church planters, evangelistic church 

members, and more. It also supported the promotion of the State Missions 

Offering and other BCNM events and activities. 
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God is using the convention, its churches, and its ministries to introduce people 

to the Gospel, forgiveness of sins, and eternal life. In those cooperative ministries, 

some hearers have chosen to follow Jesus and receive salvation. The team 

celebrates the opportunity to tell and preserve those stories. 

 

Individuals can sign up to receive The BNM Weekly each Thursday for free. Sign 

up by visiting GoBNM.com and looking for the tan signup box. 

 

Supporting Ministry with Technology  

This year, the team deployed the BCNM Connect mobile app for iOS and Android 

devices as a meeting app to support the NMEC. At other times, the appôs persona 

changes to a news and information app for New Mexico Baptists. It is also a 

repository for resources and insights from New Mexico missionary staff and 

church leaders.  

 

The team also set up for podcasting and began producing The Thriving Church 

Podcast, a podcast for church leaders and members in New Mexico, hosted by 

BCNM ministry team leaders. 

 

The team also developed and began implementing a social media strategy that has 

grown the BCNMôs visibility and its digital followership. 

 

The team coordinates regular responses to contacts and requests for assistance 

received through the BCNMôs website contact form. 

 

Digital Presence 

The team has provided technical support and maintenance and content 

management for the BCNM website family. 

- The BCNM Website 

- Two Podcasting Websites 

- A Church Planting Website 

- Two Camp Websites 

 

The team also maintains a set of convention social media accounts on Facebook 

and Instagram. Our Twitter accounts have gone dormant. It also produces The 

Thriving Church Podcast, due for a formal launch in the fall of 2025. 

 

Audio Visual Technology 

The team maintains an inventory of audiovisual technology and equipment to 

support a variety of ministry needs for the convention and its churches. This year, 

the team updated several AV systems to help groups and ministries operate in the 

realm of new technologies. 
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- The team supported five BCNM camps with a variety of audiovisual 

equipment and AI-based translation equipment that it maintains for such uses. 

The team also loaned equipment to churches for evaluation and use in special 

events. 

- The team supported the Annual Meeting and New Mexico Evangelism 

Conference events with recording, audio production, sound systems, translation 

systems. 

- The team supported other trainings, events, and church needs with its A/V 

inventory throughout the year. 

- The team supports the meetings and audiovisual needs of State Mission Board 

members and their guests at SMB meetings several times a year. 

- The team provided several virtual and on-site consultations regarding sound 

and technical systems in churches and connected them with resources to 

improve or enhance their operations and capabilities. 

- The team has launched the New Mexico Church Technicians Fellowship with 

the assistance of ten church technicians representing the different locales and 

sizes of BCNM churches and a variety of technical capabilities. The fellowship 

exists to encourage, equip, and connect its members in order to enhance their 

ministry. It is a fellowship ministry of The Baptist Convention of New Mexico 

supported by the generous gifts of churches to the Cooperative Program. The 

fellowship is beginning its activities and publicly inviting participants in fall 

2025. It will begin with a fall webinar and monthly Zoom tech connection 

conversations. 

 

Conferencing Technology 

The team maintains several Zoom rooms and Zoom Pro accounts to help BCNM 

missionary staff work with church members and leaders to plan ministry and 

impact. Behind the scenes, the team keeps the technology running so meeting 

attendees can focus on their task and conversations. 

- The team supported remote reports to the State Mission Board at several 

meetings. 

- The team supported BCNM all-staff meetings that included remote 

participation by regional missionaries in other locations. 

- The team supported church planting meetings and interviews with remote 

participants. 

- The team supported BCNM committees, camps, ministries, and other groups 

with meetings to advance their mission by allowing individuals from all across 

the state to collaborate and cooperate without the cost of travel, fuel and lodging 

to attend meetings. 

- The team provided Effective Zoom Meetings training for staff, convention 

work groups, and churches. This training available for any church desiring to 

extend its ministry with effective longer remote meetings and webinars. 
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Supporting Ministry with Presence and Connection 

Team Leader Kevin Parker completed his first year as the regional missionary for 

the Western Mountain area of the state. The area encompasses the churches of the 

Mountain Baptist Association. Unique among regional missionaries, Parker 

supports those churches by traveling from Albuquerque. His role includes 

encouraging, resourcing, assisting, preaching, and consulting. He is a nearby 

presence of the BCNM to churches to help them accomplish the Great 

Commission in their communities. The report on his work as a regional 

missionary is included with the other regional missionary reports. 
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2026 Budget 
 
SBC CP Allocation ï 20% of all undesignated Cooperative Program giving 
from churches forwarded to the SBC Executive Committee. 

 2025 2026 

CHURCH HEALTH   

Church Health $845,131 $903,663 

Inlow and Sivells Baptist 
Camps 

$783,974 $706,842 

 TOTAL CHURCH HEALTH $1,629,105 $1,610,505 

   
REGIONAL 
MISSIONARIES 

  

Regional Missionaries $592,246 $599,120 

TOTAL REGIONAL 
MISSIONARIES 

$592,246 $599,120 

   
CHURCH MISSIONS   

Church Missions $522,220 $525,348 

Collegiate Missions $629,905 $682,122 

TOTAL CHURCH 
MISSIONS 

$1,152,125 $1,207,470 

   
ADMINISTRATION & 
COMMUNICATIONS 

  

Communications and 
Technology 

$271,713 $390,678 

Administration and Support $649,821 $732,377 

TOTAL 
COMMUNICATIONS AND 

ADMINISTRATION 

$921,534 $1,123,055 

   
BCNM OPERATING 

BUDGET 
$4,295,010 $4,540,150 

***Budget includes full-time, part-time, and seasonal staff for BCNM offices, 
regional missions, camps and collegiate ministries of approximately 63 
employees. 
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¶ Associational Map  
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¶ Associational Staff  
¶ Directory  
¶ Associational Officers  
¶ Annual Meetings  

(All in Alphabetical Order)  
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CENTRAL BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 
5325 Wyoming Blvd. NE, Ste 102 

Albuquerque, NM 87109 

(505) 243-2707 

www.cbanm.org 

  

2026 Annual Meeting 
Thursday, October 8 

First Baptist Church, Moriarty 

Director of Missions 
Stephen Baum 

sbaum@cbanm.org 

 

Office Manager 
Bethany Anderson 

bethany@cbanm.org 

  

Moderator ................................................................................. Jonathan Richard 
 

 

MOUNTAIN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 
PO Box 23 

Datil, NM 87821 

2026 Annual Meeting 
Saturday, October 17 

Datil 

 

Moderator ........................................................................................ Alan Bassler 
 

 

 MOUNTAIN VALLEY BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 
1328 Scenic Dr. 

Alamogordo, NM 88310 

(575) 437-9987 

Fax: (575) 437-4109 

  

2026 Annual Meeting 
Monday, October 12 

Summit Christian Fellowship, Cloudcroft 

 

Associational Missions Strategist 
Michael Speegle 

michael@mvbanm.org 
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Moderator ........................................................................................ Galen Isaacs 

Vice-Moderator ............................................................................ Pete McMillian 
 

 

NORTHEASTERN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 
1102 National 

Las Vegas NM 87701 

 

2026 Annual Meeting 
Saturday, October 10 

Eagle Nest 

Moderator ...................................................................................... Cory Flanigan 

 

PECOS VALLEY BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 
PO Box 267 

Artesia, NM 88211 

(575) 746-2729 

Fax: (575)746-6264 

pvba@pvtnetworks.net 

 

2026 Annual Meeting 
Sunday, October 18 

Catalyst Church, Artesia 

Director of Missions  
John Hinze 

Office Secretary/Ministry Assistants  
Randa Riggs 

Connie Stageberg 

Cathy Pennington 

 

Moderator ................................................................................... Ty Houghtaling 

Vice-Moderator ................................................................................ Howell Scott 

  

RIO GRANDE BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 
PO Box 453 

Las Cruces, NM 88004 

(575) 522-6764 

Fax: (575) 522-6764 

riogrande@qwestoffice.net 
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2026 Annual Meeting 
Sunday, October 4 

First Baptist Church, Las Cruces 

Director of Missions  
Dusty Marshall 

Office Secretary/Ministry Assistant  
Linda Edwards 

 

SAN JUAN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 
1010 Ridgeway Place 

Farmington, NM 87401 

(505) 327-4530 

Fax: (505) 327-0604 

sanjuanbaptist@gmail.com 

  

2026 Annual Meeting 
Sunday, October 4 

First Baptist Church, Bloomfield 

Office Secretary/Ministry Assistant  
Eunice Begaye 

 

SANGRE DE CRISTO BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 
913 La Joya 

Espanola, NM 87532 

 

2026 Annual Meeting 
Wednesday, April 15 

Word Baptist Church, Espanola 

 
Moderator ........................................................................................ Jordan Clark 

 

SOUTHEASTERN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 
5512 Lovington Highway 

Hobbs, NM 88240 

(575) 392-4456 

Fax: (575) 392-1564 

sebanewmexico@gmail.com 
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2026 Annual Meeting 
Sunday, October 4 

First Baptist Church, Lovington 

Associational Coordinator  
Kevin Waldrop 

 
Office Secretary/Ministry Assistant  

Janet Waldrop 

 

Moderator ....................................................................................... Dave Rowser 

Vice-Moderator ............................................................................. Dennis Teeters 

 

SOUTHWESTERN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 
PO Box 422 

Santa Clara, NM 88026 

 

2026 Annual Meeting 
Saturday, October 10 

Deming 

Moderator .................................................................................. Tommy Morrish 

Vice-Moderator ................................................................................... Tom Silvia 

 

TRI-AREA BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 
1100 W. Manana 

Clovis, NM 88101 

(575) 714-7788 

  

2026 Annual Meeting 
Saturday, October 24 

First Baptist Church, Melrose 

Director of Missions  
Damon Pearce 

Office Secretary/Ministry Assistant  
Elaine Williford  

 

Other Paid Staff 

Fathom Page 

 
Moderator ...................................................................................... Rusty Kenyon 

Vice-Moderator ......................................................................... Tommy Hohstadt 
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WESTERN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 
2112 College Dr. 

Gallup, NM 87301 

(505) 722-4401 

 

2026 Annual Meeting 
Saturday, October 3 

Place to be Determined 

Association Coordinator  
Rob McIntosh 

 

Moderator ......................................................................................... Calvin Price 
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¶ Staff Directory  
¶ Board Members  
¶ Articles of Incorporation/Bylaws  
¶ Annual Report  
¶ Budget  
¶ Audit Report  
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PO Box 629 

Portales, NM 88130 
(575) 359-1254 

 
Serenity Richard ..................................................................... Executive Director 
Lon Graham ................................................................................. Vice-President 
 

Board of Directors 
2026 

 
Chairman ........................................................................................ Joe Andrews 
Vice Chairman ........................................................................... Paul Tankersley 
Recording Secretary ........................................................................ Dana Philips 
 

Non-Expiring Term 
Executive Director, BCNM 

One-Year TermðExpires October 2026 
Nancy Bell, Pie Town 

Jared Bridge, Albuquerque 
Phyllis Ivy, Raton 

Two-Year TermðExpires October 2027 
Vickie Czlapinski, Bloomfield  
Tammy Stallings, Santa Fe 

 
Three-Year TermðExpires October 2028 

Joe Andrews, Las Cruces 
Diana Gonzalez, Lovington 
Myron Lizer, Window Rock 

Paul Tankersley, Clovis 
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ARTICLES of AMENDMENT 
to the 

ARTICLES of INCORPORATION  
Of 

THE NEW MEXICO BAPTIST CHILDREN'S HOME  

AND FAMILY MINISTRIES, INC.  
(As Amended October 26, 2016) 

 

ARTICLE ONE: Name. The name of the Corporation is The New Mexico Baptist 

Children's Home and Family Ministries, Inc. 

 

ARTICLE TWO: Duration. The period of its duration is perpetual. 

 

ARTICLE THREE: Purpose. The purposes for which the Corporation is organized 

are to provide care in a Christian environment for children who are unable to remain 

in their natural home, and to engage in any other benevolent and charitable work that 

will not interfere with the maintenance of a home for dependent children. 

 

ARTICLE FOUR: Charitable Nature. No part of the net earnings of the Corporation 

shall inure to the benefit of, or be distributable to its members, trustees, officers, or 

other private persons, except that the Corporation shall be authorized and empowered 

to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered and to make payments and 

distributions in furtherance of the purposes set forth herein. No substantial part of the 

activities of the Corporation shall be the carrying on of propaganda, or otherwise 

attempting to influence legislation, and the Corporation shall not participate in, or 

intervene in (including the publishing or distribution of statements) any political 

campaign on behalf of or in opposition to any candidate for public office. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of these articles, the Corporation shall not carry 

on any other activities not permitted to be carried on (a) by a corporation exempt from 

federal income tax under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or the 

corresponding section of any future federal tax code, or (b) by a corporation, 

contributions to which are deductible under section 170(c)(2) of the Internal Revenue 

Code, or the corresponding section of any future federal tax code. 

  

ARTICLE FIVE: Dissolution. Upon the dissolution of the Corporation, assets 

remaining after all liabilities and obligations shall be paid and discharged, or adequate 

provision shall be made therefore, shall be distributed as provided in the New Mexico 

Nonprofit Corporation Act to one or more organizations which are organized and 

operated exclusively for one or more purposes described in section 501(c)(3) of the 

Internal Revenue Code, or the corresponding section of any future federal tax code. If 

at that time The Baptist Convention of New Mexico is such an entity, then all assets 

available for distribution shall be distributed to The Baptist Convention of New 

Mexico.  

 

ARTICLE SIX: Member.   

 

A. This Corporation shall have one Member, The Baptist Convention of New 
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Mexico, a New Mexico religious nonprofit corporation. The annual meeting of The 

Baptist Convention of New Mexico shall constitute the annual meeting of the 

Member. Any other meeting of the Member may occur only as provided in The Baptist 

Convention of New Mexico's governing instruments.   

 

B. In addition to the rights granted the Member under these Articles, in the 

Bylaws, and under the provisions of the New Mexico Nonprofit Corporation Act, as 

it may be amended, the Member shall have the right to vote on: the amendment of the 

Articles of Incorporation; merger or consolidation and dissolution; the sale, lease, 

exchange, mortgage, pledge or other disposition of all or substantially all, the property 

and assets of the Corporation.  

 

ARTICLE SEVEN: Composition of the Board of Directors. The Board of Directors 

of this Corporation shall be composed of two persons from each of five regions 

throughout the state who are a member of a church from associations recognized by 

the Baptist Convention of New Mexico, plus the Executive Director of The Baptist 

Convention of New Mexico. The regions would consist of Northeastern, 

Southeastern, Northwestern, Southwestern and the Albuquerque/Santa Fe area. This 

would provide a total of an eleven member board. A change in that number shall be 

made only by amending the Articles of Incorporation. Directors shall be elected by 

The Baptist Convention of New Mexico for terms of three years. The expiration of 

terms shall continue to be staggered so that one third of the terms will expire each 

year. A Director who has served three terms or any portion thereof shall be ineligible 

for election to another successive term until one year has elapsed following the end of 

his term. A Director may be removed from office by The Baptist Convention of New 

Mexico for any reason deemed sufficient to the Convention and after notice of the 

proposed removal has been given the Director and the Director has been afforded an 

opportunity to be heard by the State Executive Board of The Baptist Convention of 

New Mexico. Alternatively, a Director may be removed by action of the State 

Executive Board of The Baptist Convention of New Mexico upon the request of the 

Board of Directors of this Corporation after notice of the proposed removal has been 

given the Director and the Director has been afforded an opportunity to be heard by 

the State Executive Board of The Baptist Convention of New Mexico in annual or 

special session. Vacancies occurring on the Board of Directors other than as the result 

of an increase in the number of persons constituting the Board, or as the result of the 

expiration of a term, may be filled temporarily by the affirmative vote of a majority 

of the remaining directors, though less than a quorum of the Board until The Baptist 

Convention of New Mexico acts to fill the vacancy for the remainder of the term of 

the person vacating the position. 

 The Board of Directors shall present to the State Executive Board in the Boardôs 

July meeting suggested nominees for each vacancy on the Corporationôs Board. If the 

State Executive Board finds any suggested nominee not acceptable, the Corporationôs 

Board of Directorôs shall be advised of the State Executive Boardôs position and shall 

be invited to submit other suggested nominee(s) to the State Executive Board in its 

September meeting. Those suggested nominees acceptable to the State Executive 

Board shall be nominated by the State Executive Board to the Convention. If the State 

Executive Board declines to nominate a suggested nominee, the State Executive 

Board shall nominate a person of its choosing. 
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 The Chairman of the Board will not be eligible to serve as an officer for more than 

two consecutive years.  

 

ARTICLE EIGHT: Books and Records. The Corporation shall keep correct and 

complete books and records of account and shall keep minutes of the proceedings of 

its Board of Directors and committees having any of the authority of the Board of 

Directors. All books and records of the Corporation may be inspected by an officer, 

agent or attorney of The Baptist Convention of New Mexico for any proper purpose 

and at any reasonable time.  

 

ARTICLE NINE: Registered Office and Agent. The address of its registered office 

and the name of its registered agent at such address is: Randy Rankin, Administrator, 

2100 South Avenue I, Portales NM 88130. 

 

ARTICLE TEN: Amendment. These Articles may be further amended in the 

following manner: The Board of Directors shall adopt a resolution setting forth the 

proposed amendment and directing that it be submitted to a vote of the Member. 

Written notice setting forth the proposed amendment shall be given to the State 

Executive Board of The Baptist Convention of New Mexico at least ten days prior to 

a regular meeting of the State Executive Board of The Baptist Convention of New 

Mexico prior to the meeting of the Member at which the amendment will be 

considered and voted upon by the Member.  
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AMENDED BYLAWS 
of 

THE NEW MEXICO BAPTIST CHILDREN'S HOME 
(As Amended October 27, 1999) 

 

ARTICLE ONE: Offices. The principal office of the Corporation shall be located at 2100 

South Avenue I, Portales, New Mexico 88130. 

 

ARTICLE TWO: Officers. The Board of Directors shall elect the officers described in 

these Bylaws and other officers as may be deemed necessary. Officers shall be elected in 

the first regular meeting of the Board following the annual meeting of The Baptist 

Convention of New Mexico and shall hold office for one (1) year and until his or their 

successors are installed.  

 The Board shall name as administrative officers, a President, a Vice-President, a 

Secretary-Treasurer and such other officers as may be deemed necessary to carry on the 

work of the Corporation. The tenure and basis of remuneration for these shall be 

determined by the Board of Directors. 

 

ARTICLE THREE: Duties of Officers.  

 

 Section 1: Chairman: The Chairman shall preside over all meetings of the Board of 

Directors and shall perform such other duties as ordinarily pertain to the office of chairman.  

 

Section 2: Vice-Chairman: It shall be the duty of the Vice-Chairman to act for the 

Chairman in his absence or incapacity.  

 

Section 3: Chairman Pro Tem: If at any time the Chairman and Vice-Chairman shall 

be unable to act, the Board of Directors shall appoint some other member of the Board to 

do so, in whom shall be vested, for the time being, all duties and functions of the office.  

 

Section 4: Recording Secretary: The Recording Secretary shall keep a record of the 

proceedings of the Board of Directors in all business meetings.  

 

Section 5: President: The President, as the Executive Officer of the Corporation, 

shall carry out the instruction of the Board of Directors. It shall be the President's duty, 

upon the approval and direction of the Board of Directors, to execute contracts, deeds, 

documents and other instruments. The President may also be called the Administrator.  

 

Section 6: Vice-President: It shall be the duty of the Vice-President to assist the 

President in all matters related to the administration of the Corporation as directed, and to 

act for the President in his absence or incapacity. The Vice-President may be called the 

Assistant Administrator. 

 

Section 7: Secretary-Treasurer: It shall be the duty of the Secretary-Treasurer to 

assist the President in all matters related to the administration of the Corporation as directed 

by the President. The Secretary-Treasurer shall be responsible for maintaining an accurate 

record of all proceedings during board and committee meetings and performing duties of 

business management as directed by the President. As Secretary-Treasurer this officer shall 
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be responsible for maintaining an accurate financial record of all receipts and 

disbursements of the institution. The Secretary-Treasurer may be called the Business 

Manager. 

 

ARTICLE FOUR: Meetings of the Board of Directors. 

 

Section 1: Regular Meetings: The Board of Directors shall meet a minimum of three 

(3) times per year at such time and place as the Board determines. Written notice of all 

regular meetings shall be made by the Chairman of the Board or the executive officers of 

the Corporation ten (10) days prior to the meeting.  

 

Section 2: Called Meetings: Called meetings may be held upon call of the Chairman, 

the Administrator of the Home, or upon request of any five (5) members of the Board of 

Directors, and the Chairman shall give sufficient notice of the time and place thereof to 

enable the Directors to attend.  

 

Section 3: Quorum: A quorum of the Board of Directors shall consist of a simple 

majority of the members of the Board.  

 

ARTICLE FIVE: Committees. The Board of Directors, by resolution adopted by a 

majority of the Directors in office, may designate and appoint one or more committees 

each of which shall consist of two or more directors. The committees, to the extent provided 

in the resolution or in these Bylaws, shall have and exercise all the authority of the Board 

of Directors, except that no committee shall have the authority of the Board of Directors to 

amend, alter or repeal the Bylaws, act in regard to the removing of a director or officer or 

committee member, or act in regards to the election of a director, or undertake to amend 

the Articles of Incorporation or restate those articles, adopt a plan of merger or 

consolidation, authorize the sale, lease, exchange or mortgage of all or substantially all of 

the property and assets of the Corporation, authorize the voluntary dissolution of the 

Corporation, adopt a plan for the distribution of the assets of the Corporation, or amend, 

alter or repeal any resolution of the Board of Directors which by its terms provides that it 

shall not be amended, altered, or repealed by a committee. 

 

ARTICLE SIX: Salary and Indemnification. 

 

Section 1: No director of this Corporation shall receive, or lawfully be entitled to 

receive, any salary or remuneration for services connected with the administration of the 

affairs of this Corporation. Actual expenses incurred by any such director may be refunded 

when authorized by the Board.  

 

Section 2: The Corporation shall indemnify any director or officer or former director 

or officer of the Corporation against reasonable expenses, costs, and attorneys' fees actually 

and reasonably incurred by him in connection with the defense of any action, suit or 

proceeding, civil or criminal, in which he is made a party by reason of being or having been 

a director or officer. The indemnification shall include any amounts paid to satisfy a 

judgment or to compromise or settle a claim. The director or officer shall not be 

indemnified if he shall be adjudged to be liable on the basis that he has breached or failed 

to perform the duties of his office and the breach or failure to perform constitutes willful 
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misconduct or recklessness. Advance indemnification shall be allowed of a director or 

officer for reasonable expenses to be incurred in connection with the defense of the action, 

suit or proceeding provided that the director or officer must reimburse the Corporation if it 

is subsequently determined that the director or officer was not entitled to indemnification.  

 

ARTICLE SEVEN: Executive Committee.  

 

Section 1: The Executive Committee of the Board of Directors shall consist of the 

Chairmen of each standing committee of the Board. The Committee Chairman is to be 

elected from those members of the Committee, which are appointed to their respective 

committee by the Chairman or Vice-Chairman of the Board of Directors, in annual session.  

The Executive Committee shall include the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Secretary 

and shall be composed of not more than twelve (12) members, including the Chairman, 

Vice-Chairman and Secretary, a majority of whom shall constitute a quorum.  

 

Section 2. The Board of Directors may delegate to the Executive Committee such 

authority as is deemed necessary to conduct the business of the Corporation, but not the 

authority these Bylaws prohibit a committee from discharging, between meetings of the 

Board of Directors. 

 

Section 3. The Executive Committee shall meet not less than once each calendar 

month, except on those months when there is a regular or special meeting of the full board. 

These meetings may be at a time and place designated by the Chairman or by telephone 

conference. The Chairman shall give reasonable notice to the members of the Executive 

Committee by phone or mail of the time and place of each meeting. 

 

ARTICLE EIGHT: Policy and Personnel Committee. The Policy and Personnel 

Committee shall be appointed by the Chairman and shall consist of not less than three 

members. This committee shall maintain and cause to be published a manual setting forth 

the policies of The New Mexico Baptist Children's Home for operations and personnel. 

The Board shall undertake to cause policies concerning personnel to be generally consistent 

insofar as possible, with those adopted by The Baptist Convention of New Mexico, as the 

same may from time to time be amended. The hiring and tenure of all employees shall be 

under the direction of the Children's Home Administrator.   

The Children's Home Administrator shall be chosen and the terms and conditions of 

employment determined by the Board of Directors of the Children's Home. 

 
ARTICLE NINE: Finance-Budget Committee. The Finance-Budget Committee shall be 

appointed by the Chairman and shall consist of not less than three members. This 

committee shall prepare and present to the Board of Directors the annual budget, and may 

from time to time recommend to the Board of Directors changes in the budget.  

This committee shall determine procedures to assure fiscal accountability. All funds 

delivered to the Corporation by gift, devise and bequest or otherwise and not otherwise 

designated by the donor and all undistributed income derived therefrom shall be invested 

and continued to be invested under the direction of the committee by The New Mexico 

Baptist Foundation.   

 

ARTICLE TEN: Financial Responsibility.  
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 Section 1. The Board of Directors shall make reports to The Baptist Convention of 

New Mexico and to its State Executive Board.  

 

Section 2. The Children's Home Administrator shall employ the Convention Auditor 

to prepare a complete audit of all of the Children's Home's operation and financial 

transactions every year and shall offer same to be published in the annual of the 

Convention. 

 

Section 3. The Chairman, the Secretary-Treasurer, and the Chairman of the Finance-

Budget Committee of the Children's Home Board shall prepare and present a monthly 

financial report to the Chairman of the Executive Board, the President, and the Business 

Administrator of The Baptist Convention of New Mexico for review. Each quarter the 

above named and the Property-Finance Committee of The Baptist Convention of New 

Mexico shall be invited to review the financial statements of The New Mexico Baptist 

Children's Home and the Corporation's designated officers or directors shall offer to present 

a report at each regular meeting of the State Executive Board of The Baptist Convention 

of New Mexico. 

 

ARTICLE ELEVEN: Seal. The corporate seal of this corporation shall be a circular seal 

with the name and words, ñThe New Mexico Baptist Children's Home.ò 

 

ARTICLE TWELVE: Amendments. These Bylaws may be amended by a majority vote 

of the Board of Directors. 
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Annual Report 
 

After a full summer of caring for their animals, the children were able to exhibit 

them at the county fair. This is such an important program because the children 

learn about Godôs care for each of us through caring for these creatures. 

Additionally, a number of animals went to the sale. The money raised through the 

sale is placed in an account for the children to use after they graduate from high 

school. The money may be utilized for college, a vehicle, or other expenses as 

they transition to adulthood. 

 

Many of you have joined us in praying for God to send highly committed 

houseparents. As of this writing, we have hired a couple, and have another couple 

scheduled for an in-person interview. Please continue to pray for God to send the 

workers so that more children can be served. 

 

Our Communications and Development team attended the national Connections 

Conference. This conference brings together professionals that serve in Baptist 

Childrenôs Homeôs from all over the country to share ideas and learn together.  

 

As the children begin their school year, we have released a special prayer guide. 

If you would like to have a copy of this guide, please contact us.  

 

In Christ,  

Serenity Richard 

 

2026 Budget 

 

Projected Income: 

Donation Income: $1,200,000  

Non-Donor Income: $264,000    

Unrestricted Grants: $50,000  

Guardian Support: $33,328 

Trusts: $1,239,649  

TOTAL:  $2,753,649   

 

Projected Expenses: 

Total Administrative Costs:   22% 

Family Ministries:   11% 

Direct Childcare    65% 

Legal Services       2% 
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*This projected budget can potentially serve approximately 65+ children 

through residential care and hundreds of families through counseling, education 

and services throughout New Mexico.   
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